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The Aims and Topics of the Conference 

Entrepreneurship has been recognized by the European Union as a powerful engine for economic 
development, essential to seize opportunities, generating ideas and turning them into financial, 
cultural, or social value for others (European Commission, 2013; Bacigalupo et al., 2016; Mccallum 
et al., 2020). Entrepreneurship underpins all enterprising activity and especially SMEs, which 
represent 99.8% of all businesses in the EU-27, employ around 83 million people, account for more 
than half of Europe’s GDP and have always been essential for European economic competitiveness 
and prosperity (European Commission, 2022).  

At the same time, contexts in which entrepreneurship takes shape and develops have been 
profoundly changed by the Covid-19 pandemic (European Commission, 2022) and the outbreak of 
war in Ukraine (Accenture, 2022; EIU, 2022). Such phenomena, on the one hand, have put many 
SMEs in crisis (OECD, 2022), at best forcing them to a fast reaction to rethink their entrepreneurial 
and business models (Fasth et al., 2022); on the other hand, they have generated new needs and 
therefore new business opportunities (Pencarelli et al., 2020;2022;  Zutshi et al. 2021). Finding 
innovative solutions to deal with climate change and improve resource efficiency, building social 
cohesion, speeding up transitions to a digital and sustainable economy have become high priorities 
worldwide (Maglio et al., 2021). Consequently, policies have to be adapted both for supporting 
existing entrepreneurs and SMEs to deal with the new and challenging contextual situations, and 
for stimulating new entrepreneurial initiatives, able to address the new challenges and needs. 

Our commitment, as scholars, is to look deeper within this complexity, aiming to understand the 
nature, meaning and features of entrepreneurship in the current historical phase, in order to 



 

 

advance theory and gain more insights that can be relevant for the knowledge of the 
entrepreneurial phenomenon, even going beyond the mainstream views of the entrepreneurship 
field (Welter et al., 2017).  

According to Welter (2011) context provides individuals opportunities and sets boundaries for their 
entrepreneurial actions. Thus, it is crucial for better understand when, how, and why 
entrepreneurship takes place and who is involved in the entrepreneurial process.  

The first purpose of this call for papers is to promote research on the variety of contexts, their 
complexity and how they shape entrepreneurship. In this vein, the PISB 2023 Conference “New 
Perspectives and Interdisciplinary Approaches to Entrepreneurship” encourages scholars to submit 
contributions that advance our understanding of the many facets of entrepreneurship within a 
plurality of contexts that includes, but is not limited to, the following: 

 Variety of setting: districts, communities, specific institutional and social contexts; 
 Variety of sectors: creative industry, cultural industry, health care, digital entrepreneurship, 

rural entrepreneurship, etc.; 
 Variety of values: green entrepreneurship, sustainable entrepreneurship, social 

entrepreneurship, etc. 
Each context is characterized by different level of complexity and dynamics that can be analyzed 
with regard to antecedents, processes and outcomes of entrepreneurship.   

However, between context and entrepreneurship emerges a reciprocal relationship (Welter, 2011): 
context influences entrepreneurship and in turn entrepreneurship shapes the context throughout 
individuals’ entrepreneurial actions, values and behaviors. Further research on the plurality of 
subjects/actors that can be involved in entrepreneurship is thus the second purpose of this call for 
papers. Contributions could focus on the following entrepreneurial actors, that are meant to be 
indicative and not exhaustive: startuppers (Kuckertz et al., 2020), young entrepreneurs, women 
entrepreneurs, entrepreneurial family (Randerson et al., 2015), ethnic entrepreneurs, senior/silver 
entrepreneurs, benefit entrepreneurs, disable entrepreneurs, etc.  

Contributions that cross contexts and actors are particularly welcomed (e.g. women entrepreneurs 
in the cultural industry, digital entrepreneurship and social entrepreneurship, benefit entrepreneurs 
and sustainable entrepreneurship, etc.). 

This call aims also to gather contributions from scholars who deal with entrepreneurship by 
adopting innovative and original methodological approaches and theoretical frameworks that look 
outside the box, both from traditional disciplines including management, economics, organization 
studies, law, and finance and other disciplinary fields such as sociology, psychology, anthropology, 
history, etc. To this end, contributions with an interdisciplinary approach are particularly 
appreciated. Both quantitative and qualitative methods in empirical research, as well as conceptual 
papers and literature reviews are welcome.  

The goal of the Conference is to draw a comprehensive and updated overview about 
entrepreneurship, show the liveliness of this field of research and offer all entrepreneurship 
scholars an opportunity for discussion and exchange useful for generating interesting ideas for 
advancing research on this topic. 

 
 



 

 

Conference Mode 

The Conference will be held from 19 to 20 May 2023 in hybrid mode and presented in English. 
The authors of accepted papers will have a choice to present their papers on-line or in-person.  
The physical Conference for those who can attend in person will take place in Urbino (PU), Italy. 
 

Deadline 

Abstract Submission: 1st February, 2023 

Notification of Acceptance: 28th February, 2023 

Full Paper Submission: 15th April, 2023 

Early-Bird Registration Slot: 1st March – 15th April, 2023 

Standard Registration Slot: 16th April – 10th May 2023 

 

Author guidelines 

Abstract 

Short Structured Abstract (between 600-1,000 words) is required. You are requested to clearly 
highlight the following paragraphs: 

● Objectives; 
● Literature Review/Theoretical Framework; 
● Approach/Method;  
● Main Results; 
● Value and Implications for Theory and Practice. 

 
Full paper 

Max length of the entire manuscript (including abstract, keywords, references, tables, and figures) 
is between 5000 and 8000 words.  

The template to be used will be sent upon notification of acceptance of the abstract. 

The full paper must be sent in electronic format (.doc. or .pdf) to the address: PISB2023@uniurb.it 
by 15th April, 2023. 
 

Publication and Best Paper Award 

The conference will have Formal Proceedings (ISBN). All accepted papers, irrespective of the 
presentation mode, will be included. Publication is subject to Author registration and payment.  

A Best Paper Award will be granted to the three best papers presented at the Conference. Selected 
best papers will be invited to publish in Piccola Impresa/Small Business with a fast review process.  
 
 



 

 

Participation Fee 

Please note the following important information and deadlines for registration: 
 
By April 15th, 2023 – Early-bird conference registration: 

The participation fee to the virtual Conference is 80 EUR 
The participation fee to the physical Conference is 160 EUR 

 
From 16th April to 10th May, 2023 – Standard conference registration: 

The participation fee to the virtual Conference is 100 EUR 
The participation fee to the physical Conference is 200 EUR 
 

The attendance fee includes: 
‑ participation in the Conference  
‑ paper publication in the Conference Proceedings 

 
For those who can attend the Conference in person the attendance fee also includes: 
‑ Social Dinner 
‑ Light lunch 
 
The Registration Form and detailed payment information will be sent to the Corresponding Authors 
of accepted papers. 
 

Promoting Committee 

Pencarelli Tonino (Editor in Chief), Cesaroni Francesca Maria (Co-Editor in Chief), Demartini Paola 
(Co-Editor in Chief), Bocconcelli Roberta (Associate Editor), Del Baldo Mara (Associate Editor), 
Pagano Alessandro, Sentuti Annalisa, Aureli Selena, Berti Alessandro, Bravi Laura, Canestrari Silvana, 
Censoni Paolo Felice, Chamochumbi Diaz Gail Denisse, Ciambotti Massimo, Cioppi Marco, Conti 
Emanuela, Curina Ilaria, Dini Mauro, Ferrero Giancarlo, Francioni Barbara, Gabbianelli Linda, 
Giampaoli Daniele, Murmura Federica, Musso Fabio, Palazzi Federica, Savelli Elisabetta, Sgrò 
Francesca. 
 

Scientific Committee 

Arcari Anna, Blackburn Robert, Cooney Thomas, Corsi Katia, Dagnino Giovanni Battista, Dana Leo 
Paul, De Massis Alfredo, Del Chiappa Giacomo, Alex Douglas, Dumay John, Susanne Durst, Esposito 
Emilio, Evangelista Pietro, Anestis Fotiadis, Grandinetti Roberto, Paolo Gubitta, Guercini Simone, 
Luca Iandoli, Marchiori Michela, Federica Pascucci, Passaro Renato, Parente Roberto, Pedrini 
Matteo, Perna Andrea, Veland Ramadami, Silvia Ranfagni, Rippa Pierluigi, Ruisi Marcantonio, Santini 
Fabio, Sciascia Salvatore, Songini Lucrezia, Tunisini Annalisa, Visconti Federico, Zanni Lorenzo, 
Zucchella Antonella. 
 

The 6th PISB Conference has been supported by AIDEA – Accademia Italiana di 
Economia Aziendale and ECSB – European Council for Small Business and 
Entrepreneurship.  



 

 

References 

Accenture (2022). The war in Ukraine: Addressing the crisis and preparing for its impact. Available at 
https://www.accenture.com/_acnmedia/PDF-176/Accenture-Ukraine-War-Addressing-Crisis-Preparing-
Impact-Apr22.pdf#zoom=40  

Bacigalupo M, Kampylis P, Punie Y and Van Den Brande L. (2016). EntreComp: The Entrepreneurship 
Competence Framework. EUR 27939 EN. Luxembourg (Luxembourg): Publications Office of the European 
Union;. JRC101581 

EIU – Economic Intelligence Unit (2022). Five ways in which the war in Ukraine will change business. Available 
at https://www.eiu.com/n/campaigns/five-ways-war-in-ukraine-changes-business  

European Commission (2013). ENTREPRENEURSHIP 2020 ACTION PLAN Reigniting the entrepreneurial spirit 
in Europe. Available at https://ec.europa.eu/growth/smes/sme-strategy/start-procedures_en#modal. 

European Commission (2022). Annual Report on European SMEs2021/2022. SMEs and environmental 
sustainability. Available at https://ec.europa.eu/growth/smes/sme-strategy/sme-performance-
review_en  

Fasth, J., Åkerman, N., Elliot, V., & Hilmersson, M. (2022). Small and medium-sized enterprises response to 
Covid-19: The effect of external openness and procedural management. International Small Business 
Journal, DOI: 10.1177/02662426221101528. 

Kuckertz, A., Brändle, L., Gaudig, A., Hinderer, S., Reyes, C. A. M., Prochotta, A., ... & Berger, E. S. (2020). 
Startups in times of crisis–A rapid response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Journal of Business Venturing 
Insights, 13, e00169. 

Maglio, R., Rey, A., Agliata, F., & Cano-Rubio, M. (2021). Business Model, Sustainability, and Intangible 
Resources: Challenges and Opportunities for SMEs. Piccola Impresa/Small Business, (2). 

Mccallum, E., Mcmullan, L., Weicht, R. and Kluzer, S. (2020). EntreComp at Work, Bacigalupo, M. editor(s), 
EUR 30228 EN, Publications Office of the European Union, Luxembourg, 2020, ISBN 978-92-76-19002-8, 
doi:10.2760/673856, JRC120486. 

OECD (2022). Financing SMEs and Entrepreneurs 2022. An OECD Scoreboard. Available at 
https://www.oecd.org/publications/financing-smes-and-entrepreneurs-23065265.htm  

Pencarelli, T., Cesaroni, F. M., & Demartini, P. (2020). Covid-19 and Italian small and medium-sized 
enterprises: consequences, threats and opportunities. Piccola Impresa/Small Business, (3). 

Pencarelli, T., Cesaroni, F. M., & Demartini, P. (2022), Italian Sme’s and new scenarios in the current 
geopolitical turmoil, Piccola impresa/Small Business, n. 1  

Randerson, K., Bettinelli, C., Fayolle, A., Anderson, A. (2015), Family entrepreneurship as a field of research: 
Exploring its contours and contents, Journal of Family Business Strategy, 6, 143–154 

Welter, F. (2011). Contextualizing entrepreneurship—conceptual challenges and ways forward. 
Entrepreneurship Theory and Practice, 35(1), 165-184. 

Welter, F., Baker, T., Audretsch, D. B., & Gartner, W. B. (2017). Everyday entrepreneurship—a call for 
entrepreneurship research to embrace entrepreneurial diversity. Entrepreneurship Theory and 
Practice, 41(3), 311-321. 

Zutshi, A., Mendy, J., Sharma, G. D., Thomas, A., & Sarker, T. (2021). From challenges to creativity: enhancing 
SMEs’ resilience in the context of COVID-19. Sustainability, 13(12), 6542. 


