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IGJ Editor’s note 

 

Welcome to the International Gramsci Journal (IGJ) No. 3 of March 
2011. IGJ is a new journal that only publishes online. The journal, or 
individual sections or papers, may be downloaded from our website: 

http://www.uow.edu.au/arts/research/gramsci-journal/ 

 

Each edition of IGJ has two parts. The Gramsci Notes section publishes 
short pieces of general interest about Gramscian thought, reproduced 
with permission from other sources. These are selected by the IGJ 
editor.   

The formal peer-reviewed section of the IGJ publishes academic pieces 
of preferably 5,000-7,000 words. These papers are peer reviewed by at 
least two members of the IGJ board, or other expert scholars working in 
the field.  

IGJ is also looking to establish a regular section of book reviews, 
hopefully from the next edition. 

Currently we are publishing about one issue per year but with more 
submissions and contributions from Gramsci scholars around the world 
this could increase. Given the linguistic diversity and expertise of our 
Editorial Board we are looking to receive submissions in Italian, 
Spanish, Portuguese and English.  

To submit anything for consideration for publication in IGJ please 
contact: charlesh@uow.edu.au 

http://www.uow.edu.au/arts/research/gramsci-journal/�
mailto:charlesh@uow.edu.au�
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HELP 
 
As a new journal IGJ relies on the efforts of a 
small group of colleagues in Australia, but we 
aim to be a global journal. To make IGJ work 
we need your help. 
 
If you have a piece of writing that you think 
would be suitable for IGJ, or have students 
who you could encourage to submit to IGJ, we 
would welcome the opportunity to review and 
publish new scholarship or shorter pieces in 
translation. 

AIUTO 
 

Poiche' IGJ è una nuova rivista, essa si 
appoggia su un piccolo numero di collaboratori 

in Australia. Si spera pero' che diventi una 
rivista di respiro globale. Ma a questo fine, 

cioe' per far sì che IGJ vada in porto, abbiamo 
bisogno del vostro aiuto. 

 
Se avete uno scritto che pensate faccia al caso 

di IGJ o avete studenti che vorreste 
incoraggiare a pubblicare su IGJ, noi 

accoglieremo ben volentieri: vostre recensioni, 
nuovi scritti o pezzi più brevi in traduzione. 

 
 
 

 
AJUDA 

 
Como o IGJ é uma nova revista eletrônica, 
depende de um pequeno grupo de acadêmicos 
australianos, embora nosso objetivo  
seja ter um alcance global. Para dar forma à 
nossa aspiração, precisamos da sua ajuda.  
 
Se você for professor, ou tiver estudantes 
talentosos, está desde agora convidado a nos 
enviar artigos e ensaios, curtos ou longos, que 
serão examinados para posterior publicação. 

 
AYUDA 

 
Como consecuencia de ser una revista nueva, 

IGJ depende del esfuerzo de un pequeño 
grupo de académicos de Australia, aunque 
nuestro objetivo es llegar a establecer una 
revista de alcance global. Para realizar este 

proyecto de IGJ, necesitamos su ayuda.  
 

Si tiene un escrito que crea que sea adecuado 
para la revista, o tiene estudiantes a los que 

pueda animar a presentar su trabajo a IGJ, le 
agradecemos de antemano la oportunidad de 
revisarlo y publicar nuevos estudios o cortas 

traducciones. 

mailto:charlesh@uow.edu.au%0EAs%20a%20new%20journal%20IGJ%20relies%20on%20the%20efforts%20of%20a%20small%20group%20of%20colleagues%20in%20Australia,%20but%20weaim%20to%20be%20a%20global%20journal.%20To%20make%20IGJ%20work%20we%20need%20your%20help.If%20you%20have%20a%20piece%20of%20writing%20that%20you%20think%20would%20be%20suitable%20for%20IGJ,%20or%20have%20students%20whoyou%20could%20encourage%20to%20submit%20to%20IGJ,%20we%20would%20welcome%20the%20opportunity%20to%20review%20andpublish%20new%20scholarship%20or%20shorter%20pieces%20in%20translation.�
mailto:charlesh@uow.edu.au%0EAs%20a%20new%20journal%20IGJ%20relies%20on%20the%20efforts%20of%20a%20small%20group%20of%20colleagues%20in%20Australia,%20but%20weaim%20to%20be%20a%20global%20journal.%20To%20make%20IGJ%20work%20we%20need%20your%20help.If%20you%20have%20a%20piece%20of%20writing%20that%20you%20think%20would%20be%20suitable%20for%20IGJ,%20or%20have%20students%20whoyou%20could%20encourage%20to%20submit%20to%20IGJ,%20we%20would%20welcome%20the%20opportunity%20to%20review%20andpublish%20new%20scholarship%20or%20shorter%20pieces%20in%20translation.�
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GRAMSCI NOTES 
 
Gramsci notes is a section of 
the International Gramsci Journal 
that publishes short pieces of 
general interest about 
Gramscian thought, 
reproduced with permission 
from other sources. They are 
selected by the IGJ editor. 
 

NOTAS DE GRAMSCI 
 

Las Notas de Gramsci es una 
sección de la International Gramsci 

Journal que publica ensayos 
cortos de interés general sobre el 

pensamiento gramsciano; son 
reproducidos con los permisos 

necesarios de otras fuentes.  Son 
seleccionados por el editor de la 

IGJ. 
 
 
 

NOTAS GRAMSCIANAS 
 
Notas gramscianas é uma seção 
do International Gramsci 
Journal que publica 
pequenos textos de interesse 
geral sobre o pensamento de 
Gramsci, reproduzidos com 
permissão das respectivas 
fontes. Os textos são 
escolhidos pelo editor do IGJ. 
 

GRAMSCI NOTES 
 

"Gramsci notes" è una sezione 
dell' International Gramsci Journal 
(IGJ) in cui si pubblicano brevi 

scritti di interesse generale sul 
pensiero gramsciano riprodotti 

col permesso di altre entità dove 
sono stati precedentemente 

pubblicati. Essi sono selezionati 
dal curatore dell'IGJ. 
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Recent publications in English on Gramsci  
(reproduced with permission of the International Gramsci Society) 

http://internationalgramscisociety.org/resources/recent_publications/index.html 

 

 

Below is a list of recent publications on Gramsci that has been compiled by the International Gramsci Society.  

It was last updated on February 13, 2011  

English 

Brookfield, Stephen D., and John D. Holst. Radicalizing Learning: Adult Education for a Just World. San Francisco: Jossey-
Bass, 2010.  

The book develops a Gramscian perspective on training, globalization, research, and educational program 
planning. 

Bruff, Ian. “Germany’s Agenda 2010 reforms: Passive revolution at the crossroads.” Capital & Class 34.3 (2010): 409-
428. 

This article examines Germany’s Agenda 2010 reforms, passed in 2003, with regard to Antonio Gramsci’s 
discussions of passive revolution. It does so via a consideration of the inherently expansionary nature of passive 
revolution as a concept, for in its genesis lie both comparative and international dimensions. Nevertheless, one 
consequence of the realisation of passive revolution’s conceptual potential is the need to redefine hegemony as 
the granting of active consent by the led to the leading—a move I view as untenable. Agenda 2010 is a useful 
test case, for it can be analysed successfully with regard to either passive revolution or hegemony, although I 
consider hegemony to be better placed for analysing this period in Germany’s contemporary history. I conclude 
with some suggestions for how to utilise more effectively the concept of passive revolution, and with some 
reflections on the impact of the current crisis on Germany. 

Callinicos, Alex. “The limits of passive revolution.” Capital & Class 34.3 (2010): 491-507.  

This article addresses what it identifies as the over-extension of the concept of passive revolution in recent 
writing on international political economy. It traces the evolution of the concept in the Prison Notebooks, 
where it is rooted in Antonio Gramsci’s development of the Marxist theory of bourgeois revolutions to account 
for episodes of what he called ‘revolution/restoration’ such as the Italian Risorgimento. But, in his attempt to 
offer a comprehensive alternative to the great liberal philosopher Benedetto Croce, Gramsci extends the 
concept to cases such as Mussolini’s fascism. The core meaning common to these uses is that of socio-political 
processes in which revolution-inducing strains are at once displaced and at least partially fulfilled. In more 
recent Marxist work, even this meaning is in danger of being lost. The article concludes by seeking to relocate 
passive revolution within Gramsci’s non-determinist, but still firmly materialist, understanding of Marx’s theory 
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of history. 

Davidson, Neil. “Scotland: Birthplace of passive revolution?.” Capital & Class 34.3 (2010): 343-359. 

This article addresses what it identifies as the over-extension of the concept of passive revolution in recent 
writing on international political economy. It traces the evolution of the concept in the Prison Notebooks, 
where it is rooted in Antonio Gramsci’s development of the Marxist theory of bourgeois revolutions to account 
for episodes of what he called ‘revolution/restoration’ such as the Italian Risorgimento. But, in his attempt to 
offer a comprehensive alternative to the great liberal philosopher Benedetto Croce, Gramsci extends the 
concept to cases such as Mussolini’s fascism. The core meaning common to these uses is that of socio-political 
processes in which revolution-inducing strains are at once displaced and at least partially fulfilled. In more 
recent Marxist work, even this meaning is in danger of being lost. The article concludes by seeking to relocate 
passive revolution within Gramsci’s non-determinist, but still firmly materialist, understanding of Marx’s theory 
of history. 

Fontana, Benedetto. “Political space and hegemonic power in Gramsci.” Journal of Political Power 3.3 (2010): 341-363.  

Antonio Gramsci's political thought focusses on power, hegemony, and domination. This article attempts to 
delineate the close and intimate relationship in Gramsci between political power and political space. It argues 
that political space is a central ingredient in his understanding of hegemony and civil society. 

Gencarella, Stephen Olbrys. “Gramsci, Good Sense, and Critical Folklore Studies.” Journal of Folklore Research 47.3 
(2010): 221-252. 

This article addresses the scholarly lacunae surrounding Antonio Gramsci's contributions to folklore studies in 
the English-speaking world. It contends that Gramsci's critique of folklore has often been misunderstood 
because it has not been read in tandem with his comments on language, common sense, and religion, nor has it 
been contextualized by his discussions of distinctions among folklore, philosophy, and science. This article 
provides a close reading of Gramsci's commentaries and draws a brief comparison with the work of Hans-
Georg Gadamer in order to adapt these ideas for contemporary research, reclaim folklore's political legitimacy, 
and promote a critical folklore studies that would overtly address political dilemmas and human suffering. 

Gencarella, Stephen Olbrys. “Gramsci, Good Sense, and Critical Folklore Studies: A Critical Reintroduction.” Journal of 
Folklore Research 47.3 (2010): 259-264. 

This is a reply to a comment made by José E. Limón on the article "Gramsci, Good Sense, and Critical Folklore 
Studies," published in this issue ( Journal of Folklore Research 47/3, 2010). 

Gray, Kevin. “Labour and the state in China’s passive revolution.” Capital & Class 34.3 (2010): 449-467. 

This article begins by engaging with some recent attempts to bring the study of the agency of labour into 
analyses of global capitalism, and argues that these approaches fail to capture the ways in which labour 
movements impact upon state strategies and, in turn, how this affects the spatial and temporal nature of global 
capitalist restructuring. Through adopting Antonio Gramsci’s concept of passive revolution, the article shows 
that whilst China has witnessed a significant degree of spontaneous and unorganised labour unrest, the state has 
been highly active in seeking to forestall the emergence of a politically conscious organised labour movement in 
ways that have important implications for the mode of China’s insertion into the international division of 
labour. In accordance with Gramsci’s framework, this ‘revolution from above’ should be understood within the 
framework and the specificity of the international states system. Labour struggles, class formation and the role 
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of the state in these processes are conditioned both by geopolitical rivalry and by the demonstrative effects of 
earlier cases of successful industrialisation, as well as by examples of resultant labour struggles. 

Hesketh, Chris. “From passive revolution to silent revolution: Class forces and the production of state, space and scale 
in modern Mexico.” Capital & Class 34.3 (2010): 383-407. 

This article draws on Antonio Gramsci’s key concepts of passive revolution and hegemony to explore how 
specific scalar and spatial configurations have been historically produced in Mexico, within the conditions of 
worldwide capitalist development. It argues that passive revolution—understood as the state-led reorganisation 
of social relations that seeks to maintain or restore class domination—can be seen as a recurring theme of 
Mexican history in the 20th century. In order to make this case, the author examines the Mexican Revolution 
and elaborates the case for labelling it as a ‘passive revolution’. Following this, the contradictory character of 
Mexico’s development trajectory is explored, and the resulting restructuring of the economy along neoliberal 
lines is interpreted as a second phase of passive revolution. Through an analysis of changing state formation and 
the spaces and scales associated with it, the article thereby highlights the key antinomies of capitalist 
development that have augured the recurrence of passive revolutions. 

Holub, Renate. 'Towards a Global Space of Democratic Rights: On Benjamin, Gramsci, and Polanyi,' in Anca M. 
Pusca, ed. Walter Benjamin and the Aesthetics of Change. Palgrave Mcmillan, UK, 2010. Pp. 1-55.  

Ives, Peter, and Rocco Lacorte, eds. Gramsci, Language, and Translation. (Lanham, MD: Lexington Books, 2010). [ISBN: 
cloth: 9780739118597. paperback: 9780739118603. electronic: 9780739147856].  

Abstract: This anthology brings together key articles translated into English for the first time from Italian 
debates concerning Antonio Gramsci’s writings on language and translation as central to his entire social and 
political thought. It includes recent scholarship by Italian, German and English-speaking scholars providing 
important contributions to debates concerning culture, language, Marxism, post-Marxism, and identity as well as 
the many fields in which Gramsci’s notion of hegemony has been influential. 

Part I Gramsci’s Linguistics and Gramsci’s Marxism  
Table of Contents 

1. The Linguistic Roots of Gramsci’s Non-Marxism. Franco Lo Piparo  
2. Linguistics and Marxism in the Thought of Antonio Gramsci. Luigi Rosiello  
3. Language from Nature to History: More on Gramsci the Linguist. Tullio De Mauro  
4. Linguistics and the Political Question of Language. Stefano Gensini  
5. Gramsci the Linguist. Utz Maas  
6. Gramsci from One Century to Another. Interview with Edoardo Sanguineti by Giorgio Baratta Part II 

Language, Translation, Politics, and Culture  
7. Translation and Translatability. Derek Boothman  
8. Aunt Alene on Her Bicycle: Antonio Gramsci as Translator from German and as Translation Theorist. Lucia 

Borghese  
9. On ‘Translatability’ in Gramsci’s Prison Notebooks. Fabio Frosini  
10. Translations and Metaphors in Gramsci. Maurizio Lichtner  
11. Translatability, Language, and Freedom in Gramsci’s Prison Notebooks. Rocco Lacorte Part III Politics, 

Theory, and Method  
12. Language and Politics in Gramsci. Francisco F. Buey  
13. Gramsci’s Subversion of the Language of Politics. Anne Showstack Sassoon  
14. Some Notes on Gramsci the Linguist. Tullio De Mauro  
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15. The Lexicon of Gramsci’s Philosophy of Praxis. André Tosel  
16. Subalternity and Language: Overcoming the Fragmentation of Common Sense. Marcus E. Green and Peter Ives  

Jubas, Kaela. “Reading Antonio Gramsci as a Methodologist.” International Journal of Qualitative Methods 9.2 (2010): 224-
239.  

In this paper, the author connects conceptual and methodological development, typically presented as distinct 
processes. She argues that these processes are—or should be—underpinned by a common philosophical and 
theoretical stance. Using Gramsci’s The Prison Notebooks (1971), usually considered for its theory of social 
relations, the author outlines the work’s epistemological tenets. She then discusses the methodological 
ramifications of Gramsci’s perspective, relating his ideas to contemporary scholarship, especially by those 
working from feminist, critical race theory, and other critical perspectives. Because social theory and research 
methodology tend to be discussed as separate spheres and Gramsci’s work generally is taken up for its social 
theory, much of the methodological work reviewed here is not identified as Gramscian. Nonetheless, Gramsci’s 
ideas can have currency especially for qualitative researchers. An important message to take from The Prison 
Notebooks is to consider epistemology, theory, and methodology together rather than sequentially. 

Kim, Sook-Jin, and Joel Wainwright. “When seed fails: The contested nature of neoliberalism in South Korea.” 
Geoforum 41 (2010): 723–733.  

In recent years, many geographers have examined the ways that the production of nature has changed as a result 
of neoliberal practices. In this paper we examine a conflict in South Korea that started when some Chinese-
cabbage seeds were affected by a virus, causing crop failure. This failure came shortly after liberalization in the 
Korean seed industry led to foreign ownership of the firm that sold the seed. We focus in particular on the 
farmers’ creative political responses – and their subsequent defeat in court. Drawing on Antonio Gramsci’s 
insights on politics, science, and law, we examine how the seed failure came to be evaluated through scientific 
and legal practices. We argue that the adjudication of the truth of the seed failure through science and law 
reveals how socionatures are contested under prevailing hegemonic conditions. These conditions are both 
general and specific: although law and science are relatively hegemonic spheres of truth-production in all 
capitalist societies, the ways that the seeds were disputed and evaluated were distinctly Korean.  

Limón, José E. “Breaking with Gramsci: Gencarella on Good Sense and Critical Folklore Studies.” Journal of Folklore 
Research 47.3 (2010): 253-257.  

A comment on Stephen Olbrys Gencarella's essay "Gramsci, Good Sense, and Critical Folklore Studies," 
published in this issue ( Journal of Folklore Research 47/3, 2010).  

Mayo, Peter, ed. Gramsci and Educational Thought. (Malden, MA: Wiley-Blackwell, 2010). [ISBN: 978-1444333947]  

Abstract: Gramsci and Educational Thought pays tribute to the educational influence of this great social thinker 
and political theorist of the twentieth century. Reflecting Gramsci's growing international stature, contributions 
to this volume are drawn from around the world. Scholars and specialists from Brazil, Canada, Germany, Malta, 
New Zealand, the United Kingdom, and the United States tackle a wide range of issues relating to Gramsci's 
educational thought. Topics addressed include political education in a political party context, adult education, 
education and the ‘philosophy of praxis', Idealist philosopher Giovanni Gentile and education, Global English, 
language and education, schooling, feminism, community education, and education and social work.  
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Foreword (Michael A. Peters, University of Illinois). 
Introduction: Antonio Gramsci and Educational Thought (Peter Mayo, University of Malta). 

Table of Contents 

1. A Brief Commentary on the Hegelian-Marxist Origins of Gramsci's 'Philosophy of Praxis' (Debbie J Hill, 
University of Waikato).  

2. Antonio Gramsci and his Relevance for the Education of Adults (Peter Mayo, University of Malta).  
3. The Revolutionary Party in Gramsci's Pre-Prison Educational and Political Theory and Practice (John D. Holst, 

University of St. Thomas).  
4. Introducing Giovanni Gentile, the 'Philosopher of Fascism' (Thomas Clayton, University of Kentucky).  
5. Global English, Hegemony and Education: Lessons from Gramsci (Peter Ives, University of Winnipeg).  
6. Antonio Gramsci and Feminism: The elusive nature of power (Margaret Ledwith, Cumbria University).  
7. Towards a Political Theory of Social Work and Education (Translated by Florian Sichling with editing by Peter 

Mayo, Uwe Hirschfeld, Protestant University of Applied Science in Social Work, Dresden).  
8. Gramscian Thought and Brazilian Education (Rosemary Dore, Federal University of Minais Gerais).  

McKay, Ian G. “The Canadian passive revolution, 1840-1950.” Capital & Class 34.3 (2010): 361-381.  

‘Passive revolution’, understood here as a specific moment of global capitalism, provides an indispensable key to 
Canadian history, especially that unfolding from the 1840s (when seigneurs, Tories, agrarian radicals and 
democrats were forcibly unified through a top-down, British-orchestrated administrative revolution) to the 
1940s (when plutocrats, Liberals and Conservatives, trade unionists and social democrats were forcibly unified 
through the imposition of a top-down, Ottawa-orchestrated Fordist compromise). The ‘long Confederation’ of 
Canada, from 1841 to 1949, was in Marxist terms a social revolution, entailing the subordination of non-
capitalist and proto-capitalist formations, through which northern North America was liberalised; yet this 
‘active’ achievement of a liberal order was also ‘passive’ insofar as it constituted a strengthening of Britain’s 
imperial power; subdued, transformed and incorporated subaltern movements; and culminated in a new 
socioeconomic order that integrated Canadian producers into continental and global circuits of capital while 
denying them any de facto sovereignty over ‘their’ state.  

McKay, Ian G. “Feature review: Our awkward ancestors: Trotsky, Gramsci and the challenge of reconnaissance.” 
[Review of Emanuele Saccarelli Gramsci and Trotsky in the Shadow of Stalinism: The Political Theory and Practice of Opposition, 
Routledge: London, 2008]. Capital & Class 34.3 (2010): 509-530.  

Morton, Adam David. “The continuum of passive revolution.” Capital & Class 34.3 (2010): 315-342.  

‘Some aspects of the Southern question’ (1926) established a strain of thought in Antonio Gramsci’s questioning 
of conditions of uneven and combined development in Italy, which encompassed complex relations of class 
stratification, racial domination, colonial rule, the social function of intellectuals, and how best to mobilise 
against the bourgeois state. This strain of thought was then extended, in his carceral research, through his 
sustained and wide-ranging historical sociological focus on passive revolution as a condition of modern state 
formation. This article sets up the importance of passive revolution as a backdrop to approaching passive 
revolutions of diverse varieties, which is the subject of this wider special issue, stressing ‘approaching’ (as 
transitive verb) in terms of setting about the task of assessing the theoretical import of passive revolution; and 
‘approaching’ (as intransitive verb) in terms of the advance of passive revolutions that are contemporary to us, 
and those that are in the process of becoming. The continuum of passive revolution is thereby asserted in a 
historically specific sense, capturing transitions to and transformations of the social relations of capitalist 
production, rather than as some transhistorical affirmation of intersocietal existence.  
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Morton, Adam David. 'Reflections on Uneven Development: Mexican Revolution, Primitive Accumulation, Passive 
Revolution', Latin American Perspectives, 37:1 (2010): pp. 7-34.  

Raber, Douglas. “Hegemony, Historic Blocs, and Capitalism: Antonio Gramsci in Library and Information Science.” 
Critical Theory for Library and Information Science: Exploring the Social from Across the Disciplines. Ed. Gloria J. Leckie, Lisa M. 
Given, & John E. Buschman. Santa Barbara, CA: Libraries Unlimited, 2010. 143-160.  

Rosengarten, Frank. “On Intellectuals, Engaged and Otherwise (With an Afterword on Thomas Mann's Use of 
Intellectual Reflection in the Novella Mario and the Magician).” Italian Culture 28.2 (2010): 157–167.  

After a clarification of the word “intellectual,” this essay proceeds to discuss three influential twentieth-century 
intellectuals: Antonio Gramsci, Edward Said, and Betty Friedan. The works discussed are Gramsci's The Prison 
Notebooks, Said's Humanism and Democratic Criticism and The Question of Palestine, and Friedan's The 
Feminine Mystique. The essay ends with an afterword on Thomas Mann's 1929 novella “Mario and the 
Magician,” with a view to shedding light on why retrospective intellectual commentary is relevant to emotions 
whose intensity as lived experience seems to lie beyond the purview of such commentary.  

Santucci, Antonio A. Antonio Gramsci. Translated by Graziella DiMauro and Salvatore Engel-DiMauro. (New York: 
Monthly Review Press, 2010). [ISBN: 978-1-58367-210-5]. [more info]. 

Abstract: This volume provides a complete English translation of Antonio Santucci's Antonio Gramsci. Guida al 
pensiero e agli scritti [Antonio Gramsci: A Guide to His Thought and Writings (Editori Riuniti, 1987)], as well as 
the first chapter of Gramsci ["Fin de Siècle Gramsci” (Newton & Compton, Rome 1996)].  

Preface by Eric J. Hobsbawm 
Foreword by Joseph A. Buttigieg 
Editor’s Note by Lelio La Porta 
List of Abbreviations 
Introduction 
The Political Writings 
The Letters From Prison 
The Prison Notebooks 
End-of-Century Gramsci 
Appendix 1: Biographical Chronology 
Appendix 2: Biographies of Main Political Figures  

Table of Contents 

Simon, Rick. “Passive revolution, perestroika, and the emergence of the new Russia.” Capital & Class 34.3 (2010): 429-
448.  

This article makes a distinction between a ‘type I’ passive revolution, which transforms the relations of 
production, and a ‘type II’ passive revolution, which modifies the existing production relations. It argues that 
Gorbachev’s aim through perestroika was a type II passive revolution designed to rejuvenate the Soviet 
economy through further integration into the global capitalist economy. The disruption produced by perestroika 
laid the foundations, however, for a type I passive revolution by opening the door to the influence of global 
capitalism, fragmenting the heterogeneous Soviet elite, and enabling an opposition linked to global neoliberalism 
to utilise the nascent Russian state as a mechanism for advancing systemic transformation. The transition to 
capitalism has not, however, been a smooth process, but has been characterised by ‘revolution/restoration’: a 

http://www.monthlyreview.org/books/antoniogramsci.php�
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ruling bloc of pro-capitalist forces and elements of the former Soviet elite; and a combination of capitalist and 
Soviet-era production relations.  

Wainwright, Joel. “On Gramsci’s ‘conceptions of the world’.” Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers 35.4 (2010): 
507-521.  

Antonio Gramsci is widely celebrated for his conceptualisation of hegemony. This paper elucidates a related 
concept that appears frequently in Gramsci’s prison notebooks yet has been surprisingly under-emphasised: 
‘conceptions of the world’. By conceptions of the world, Gramsci refers to things that inform our 
understanding of the world and our place in it. Each conception of the world is inherently practical and 
philosophical, relational and political. Gramsci argues that producing a new, effective conception of the world is 
the key to successfully building communism. It is therefore important to situate this concept in Gramsci’s 
thought. That is the aim of this paper, which elaborates on the implications of ‘conception of the world’ 
through a reading of Gramsci’s prison notes – particularly his commentaries on humanity and worldliness.  

Wainwright, Joel. “Was Gramsci a Marxist?.” Rethinking Marxism 22.4 (2010): 617-626.  

This paper argues that Antonio Gramsci's theory of hegemony is rooted in Marx's theory of value. Although 
value theory, and Marx's economic writings more generally, are by no means central themes of the Prison 
Notebooks, they nevertheless shape Gramsci's theoretical disposition and political analysis in fundamental 
respects. Thus, Gramsci's critique of economism should be seen as an extension of Marx's critique of political 
economy.  

Zahran, Geraldo, and Leonardo Ramos. “From Hegemony to Soft Power.” Soft Power and US Foreign Policy: Theoretical, 
Historical and Contemporary Perspectives. Edited by Inderjeet Parmar & Michael Cox. Routledge, 2010.  

 Recent works by Japanese authors  

La Città Futura, Tokyo Gramsci Society Bulletin No. 47 (March 2010) 

1. Study of Prison Notebooks and Gramsci-Comintern relationship: A reply to criticism by Mr. Tomihisa Suzuki 
in his recently published book “Scientific structure of Gramsci's Prison Notebooks,” by Hiroshi Matsuda 

2. Contribution from abroad: Gramsci and Civil movement in ROK, by Cha Myong Je (Explanatory Notes by 
Shigeki Maruyama) 

3. Book Review: Nobuyuki Kurosawa, Lifelong study and association by Hiromi Fujioka 
4. Book Review: Adriano Tilgher, Homo Faber--History of the concept of Labor in the western civilization, translated by 

Koichi Ohara & Keiko Murakami (Social Critique Publisher, Nov.,2009.), by Yoshihumi Morikawa 
5. New Publication: Antonio Labriola, Essays on the Materialist Conception of History, translated by Koichi Ohara & 

Minoru Watanabe ("Contemporary” publishing house, Feb., 2010) 
6. Publications of Tokyo Gramsci Society  

La Città Futura, Tokyo Gramsci Society Bulletin No. 48 (August 2010) 

1. Gramsci and Arendt, by Joseph A. Buttigieg  
2. For a legislation of Network of Social Services & Undertakings: A task for Japanese subalterns to fulfil as soon 

as possible, by Hiroyuki Kashii 
3. Summary on the 2010 annual assembly of Tokyo Gramsci Society  
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SPANISH 

Rodríguez, Manuel S. Almeida. Dirigentes Y Dirigidos: Para Leer Los Cuadernos De La Cárcel De Antonio Gramsci. (Bogotá: 
Envión Editores, 2010). [ISBN 958994380-2].  

Abstract: El presente trabajo intenta proveer una clave interpretativa con la cual abordar el complejo cuerpo de 
la obra escrita en cárcel por el marxista italiano Antonio Gramsci (1891-1937) conocido como los Cuadernos de 
la cárcel, un inmenso cuerpo teórico-político sumamente fragmentario en la superficie. La elaboración de esta 
clave interpretativa es a la misma vez necesariamente un recorrido por la rica teoría política de Gramsci. Es 
decir, los elementos constitutivos de importancia en su teoría política – los leitmotivs de su trabajo maduro – 
son proyectados de vuelta sobre la materialidad de la escritura carcelaria para proponer un tema común 
subyacente a lo que es en la superficie una colección cruda de notas y reflexiones. Nunca olvidamos que, como 
planteara numerosas veces Gramsci en sus Cuadernos, estos textos eran material provisional para ser 
desarrollado con los recursos apropiados. Por esto, un proyecto humilde como el que se pretende en el presente 
trabajo es a la vez un necesario diálogo con Gramsci, que intenta trascender lo incompleto, lo inacabado, pero 
dentro de un marco de sensatez interpretativa. 
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Aggiornamento Bibliografia gramsciana Italia 
(primo semestre 2010) 

 

(reproduced with permission of the International Gramsci Society) 

http://internationalgramscisociety.org/resources/recent_publications/index.html 

 
a cura di 

 
Alessandro Errico e Michele Filippini 

 
Il presente contributo bibliografico, relativo al primo semestre del 2010, 
vuole concorrere al periodico aggiornamento della Bibliografia gramsciana di 
John Cammett, Francesco Giasi e Maria Luisa Righi. Si ringraziano Guido 
Liguori e Luisa Righi per la collaborazione. 
Si prega di inviare le segnalazioni di libri, saggi e articoli in lingua italiana a 
michele.filippini@unibo.it. 
I libri su Gramsci sono recensiti nella sezione “Recensioni” di questo sito. 
 
 

1. Libri e fascicoli di rivista monografici su Gramsci 
 
 
Aldo Accardo e Gianni Fresu, Oltre la parentesi. Fascismo e storia d’Italia 
nell’interpretazione gramsciana, prefazione di Nicola Tranfaglia, Carocci, 2009, 
pp. 177. 
 
 
Giancarlo de Vivo, Gramsci, Sraffa e la “famigerata lettera” di Grieco, Aracne, 
2009, pp. 16. 
 
 
Vincenzo Alonzo, Questione meridionale. Egemonia e fondamentalismo in Gramsci e 
Said, Mondostudio, 2010, pp. 300. 
 
 
Italo Bertelli, Tutto Gramsci, Bignami edizioni, 2010, pp. 384. 
 
Contiene testi antologizzati con brevi note introduttive: 
La vita, le opere e gli ideali politici 
Scritti giovanili e “cronache teatrali” 
Le Lettere dal carcere (1926-1937) 
I Quaderni del carcere (1929-1935) 
Il materialismo storico e la filosofia di Benedetto Croce 
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Gli intellettuali e l’organizzazione della cultura 
Il Risorgimento 
Note sul Machiavelli, sulla politica e sullo stato moderno 
Letteratura e vita nazionale 
Passato e presente 
Testimonianze critiche 
Nota bibliografica 
 
 
Kate Crehan, Gramsci cultura e antropologia, Lecce, Argo, 2010, pp. 240. 
 
Contiene: 
Prefazione all’edizione italiana di Giovanni Pizza 
Leggere Granisci di Joseph A. Buttigieg 

Perché un antropologo dovrebbe leggere Granisci? 
Capitolo primo. Introduzione 

Struttura del libro 
PARTE PRIMA: CONTESTI 

“Tempo di ferro e di fuoco” 
Capitolo secondo. Vita e opere di Gramsci 

“La storia stessa nella sua infinita varietà e molteplicità” 
“…Qualcosa für ewig” 

Premessa 
Capitolo terzo. Antropologia e cultura: alcuni presupposti 

Una parola complessa 
“La logica informale della vita effettiva” 
Culture come entità delimitate 
Cultura e nozione di tradizione 
Ibridi e ibridismo 
PARTE SECONDA: GRAMSCI E LA CULTURA 

La cultura negli scritti pre-carcerari 
Capitolo quarto. Cultura e storia 

Gramsci e la teleologia 
Cultura e rivoluzione culturale nei Quaderni del carcere 
“II fattore che in ultima analisi è determinante nella storia…” 
Struttura e sovrastruttura 

Egemonia 
Capitolo quinto. Cultura subalterna 

II folclore 
Senso comune e buon senso 
Concezioni del mondo esplicite e implicite 
Davide Lazzaretti 
Colonialismo e subalternità 
Capitolo sesto. Intellettuali e produzione della cultura 
Cos’è che definisce un intellettuale? 
Intellettuali organici e tradizionali 
Intellettuali e partito politico 
Creare una volontà collettiva nazionale-popolare 
Creare cultura, creare intellettuali 
PARTE III. GRAMSCI E L'ANTROPOLOGIA 
Capitolo settimo. Granisci ora 
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II Granisci di Raymond Williams 
Una egemonia “leggera” 
Eric Wolf e il progetto antropologico 
Cultura e classe nell’ultimo Wolf 
Due concetti di classe 
Classe e genere 
Tradizione, modernità e machismo messicano 
L’egemonia “leggera” e l’egemonia di Gramsci 
Rompere la subalternità 
Una nota conclusiva 
Bibliografia 
Indice analitico 
 
 
Mauro Pala (a cura di), Americanismi. Sulla ricezione del pensiero di Gramsci negli 
Stati Uniti, Cagliari, Cuec, 2010, pp. 196. 
 
 
Gaspare Polizzi (a cura di), Tornare a Gramsci. Una cultura per l’Italia, Avverbi 
Editore, 2010, pp. 402. 
 
Contiene: 
Indice 
Prefazione, di Gaspare Polizzi 

- Sulla presenza di Machiavelli nei Quaderni, di Giulio Ferroni 
Letteratura e vita nazionale 

- Visioni d'Europa nelle prime opere, di Bartolo Anglani 
- Due autori di fronte alla modernità: Leopardi e Gramsci, di Gaspare Polizzi 

- Una certa concezione della cultura, di Tullio De Mauro 
La questione della lingua e la cultura popolare 

- Le radici linguistiche del liberalismo gramsciano, di Franco Lo Piparo 
- Gramsci traduttore di Goethe, di Maria Fancelli 
- Fra Goethe e i Grimm, di Lucia Borghese Bruschi 
- Il ritorno inquieto di Gramsci nell'antropologia italiana, di Pietro Clemente 

- Storicismo speculativo e storicismo critico, di Giuseppe Cacciatore 
Il rapporto con la cultura filosofica 

- Aspetti della presenza di Bergson, di Giuseppe Guida 
- “Ciò che gli idealisti chiamano ‘spirito’...”, di Michele Maggi 
- La critica di Ludovico Geymonat al gramscismo, di Mario Quaranta 

- Le rivoluzioni passive in Italia, di Alberto Burgio 
La nazione mancata 

- Americanismo, fordismo e postfordismo, di Massimiliano Biscuso 
Oltre la dimensione nazionale: l'America e la globalizzazione 

- Gramsci in America Latina, di Antonino Infranca 
- Sul teoria delle relazioni internazionali, di Gianluca Fiocco 
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Angelo Rossi, Gramsci da eretico a icona. Storia di un… “cazzotto nell’occhio”, 
Guida, 2010, pp. 136. 
 
 

2. Libri con capitoli o riferimenti a Gramsci 
 
 
Luciano Canfora, La natura del potere, Laterza 2009, 2010 (II ed. nella 
economica Laterza), pp. 99 (soprattutto pp. 21-43, 58, 84). 
 
 
 

3. Testi su Gramsci in opere di Gramsci 
 
 
Guido Davico Bonino, Introduzione, in Antonio Gramsci, Cronache teatrali 
1915-1920, Aragno, 2010, pp. XIII-LIII. 
 
 
 

4. Saggi apparsi in libri e riviste 
 
 
Angelo d’Orsi, I fucili nelle rotative. “L'Ordine Nuovo”, i fascisti, Gramsci, Gobetti. 
Una conversazione con Andrea Viglongo, in “Historia Magistra. Rivista di storia 
critica”, 2009, n. 2, pp. 99-107. 
 
 
Michele Filippini, Una filologia della società. Antonio Gramsci e la scoperta delle 
scienze sociali, in “Scienza & Politica”, 41 (2009), pp. 89-103. 
 
 
Raul Mordenti, Gramsci e il razzismo italiano, in Sonia Gentili e Simona Foà (a 
cura di), Cultura della razza e cultura letteraria nell’Italia del Novecento, Carocci, 
2009, pp. 137-156. 
 
 
Cristian Lo Iacono, La lenta egemonia. Aspetti della ricezione inglese di Gramsci, in 
“Critica marxista”, 2010, 2, pp. 62-71. 
 
 
Peter Thomas, Gramsci e il primato della politica, in “Critica marxista”, 2010, 2, 
pp. 52-61. 
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5. Commenti, interventi, interviste, recensioni 

 
 
Felice Blasi, Dizionario gramsciano un’impresa made in Puglia. In 900 pagine le 
parole chiave dei “Quaderni del carcere”, in “Corriere del Mezzogiorno”, 27 
febbraio 2010. 
 
 
Tonino Bucci, Marx, fordismo, egemonia… Ecco il “Dizionario gramsciano”, in 
“Liberazione”, 22 maggio 2010, p. 8. 
 
 
Alberto Burgio, Lezioni gramsciane [recensione a Dizionario Gramsciano 1926-
67, a cura di Liguori e Voza], in “il manifesto”, 10 gennaio 2010, p. 11. 
 
 
Alberto Burgio, In Italia duecento anni di rivoluzione passiva, in “Liberazione”, 
speciale “Italia unita italiani divisi”, 23 maggio 2010, pp. II-III. 
 
 
Andrea Di Salvo, I semi dei fratelli Ingegnoli e la rosa di Gramsci, in “Alias”, 
supplemento a “il manifesto”, 15 maggio 2010. 
 
 
Giulio Ferroni, Gramsci e Machiavelli profeti d’oggi, in “l’Unità”, 12 giugno 
2010. pp. 36-37. 
 
 
Fabio Frosini, Quel “visionario” di Giorgio Baratta, anticipatore instancabile, in 
“Liberazione”, 22 gennaio 2010, pp. 1 e 4. 
 
 
Osvaldo Guerrieri, Gramsci contro Pirandello, [recensione a Antonio Gramsci, 
Cronache teatrali 1915-1920, Aragno], in “La Stampa”, 24 maggio 2010, p. 31. 
 
 
L.C., La famiglia Gramsci in Russia, ricostruzione di un calvario personale e familiare, 
in “Il Secolo XIX”, 14 giugno 2010, p. 20. 
 
 
Vito Antonio Leuzzi, Gramsci, le parole per dirlo in un “Dizionario”, in “La 
Gazzetta del Mezzogiorno”, 27 febbraio 2010. 
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Guido Liguori, Una fucina di idee che ospitava Leonardo e Gramsci, in “il 
manifesto”, 22 gennaio 2010, p. 12. 
 
Guido Liguori, Antonio Gramsci. Dall’India all’Islam, l’ordine nuovo di un teorico 
di classe [recensione a Giancarlo Schirru, Gramsci, le culture e il mondo], in “il 
manifesto”, 19 marzo 2010, p. 12. 
 
Guido Liguori, Il segno moderato del Risorgimento “piemontese”, in “Liberazione”, 
speciale “Italia unita italiani divisi”, 23 maggio 2010, p. II. 
 
Vittorio Morfino, Il potere politico della contingenza [recensione a Fabio Frosini, 
Da Gramsci a Marx], in “il manifesto”, 10 gennaio 2010, p. 11. 
 
Lucio Villari, La lezione di Togliatti sul riformista Mazzini (Ritrovata una 
conferenza tenuta nel 1946 dal leader del Pci anna Normale, in “La Repubblica”, 4 
giugno 2010, p. 46 . 
 
Pasquale Voza, Meridione, male cronico dello Stato unitario, in “Liberazione”, 
speciale “Italia unita italiani divisi”, 23 maggio 2010, p. II. 
 
 

6. Articoli di cronaca (quotidiani) 
 
 
Alessandro Gnocchi, A scuola più che Gramsci leggiamo Benedetto Croce, in “il 
Giornale”, 30 giugno 2010. 
 
 
Bruno Gravagnuolo, Gramsci, un classico per la scuola come (e di più di) Dante e 
Manzoni, in “l’Unità”, 29 giugno 2010, pp. 36-37. 
 
 
Bruno Gravagnuolo, “Il Giornale” irritato da Gramsci, in “l’Unità”, 1 luglio 
2010, p. 39.  
 
 
Fabio Mussi, E Gramsci disse: attenti alla cricca, in “l’Unità”, 10 marzo 2010, p. 
15. 
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ser o legado patrimonial da nossa herança republicana. 

This journal article is available in International Gramsci Journal: https://ro.uow.edu.au/gramsci/vol1/iss3/4 

https://ro.uow.edu.au/gramsci/vol1/iss3/4


International Gramsci Journal No. 3 March 2011 

15 
 

  

O Estado Novo do PT 
 

Luiz Werneck Vianna  
(Julho 2007) 

  

Reprinted with the permission of Gramsci e o Brasil. 
http://www.acessa.com/gramsci/?page=visualizar&id=755 

A crer nos indicadores dos dois períodos presidenciais de Fernando Henrique, 
mas, sobretudo, a partir do mandato de Lula, o capitalismo brasileiro encontrou 
um caminho de expansão e de intensificação da sua experiência. Contudo, tem 
sido agora que se vê conduzido por um projeto pluriclassista e com a definida 
intenção de favorecer uma reconciliação política com a história do país, 
contrariamente à administração anterior, mais homogênea em sua composição de 
interesses e decididamente refratária ao que entendia ser o legado patrimonial da 
nossa herança republicana.  

Com efeito, estão aí, neste governo Lula, guindadas a Ministérios estratégicos, as 
lideranças das múltiplas frações da burguesia brasileira — a industrial, a 
comercial, a financeira, a agrária, inclusive os cúlaques que começaram sua 
história na pequena e média propriedades, e que, com a cultura da soja, atingiram 
o reino do grande capital —, lado a lado com o sindicalismo das grandes centrais 
sindicais e com a representação dos intelectuais do Movimento dos 
Trabalhadores Sem Terra (MST). De outra parte, estão aí a revalorização da 
questão nacional, do Estado como agente indutor do desenvolvimento, o tema do 
planejamento na economia, a retomada do papel político da representação 
funcional, da qual é ícone institucional a criação do Conselho de 
Desenvolvimento Econômico e Social (CDES). 

Se, antes, a ruptura com o passado fazia parte de um bordão comum ao PSDB e 
ao PT — o fim da Era Vargas —, sob o governo Lula, que converteu Celso 
Furtado em um dos seus principais ícones, e em que ressoam linguagens e temas 
do chamado período nacional-desenvolvimentista em personagens destacados da 
sua administração, como José de Alencar, Dilma Rousseff e Luciano Coutinho, 
todos em posições-chave, menos que de ruptura o passado é mais objeto de 
negociação. Assim, o governo que, no seu cerne, representa as forças expansivas 
no mercado, naturalmente avessas à primazia do público, em especial no que se 
refere à dimensão da economia — marca da tradição republicana brasileira —, 
adquire, com sua interpelação positiva do passado, uma certa autonomia quanto a 
elas, das quais não provém e não lhe asseguram escoras políticas e sociais 
confiáveis. Pois, para um governo originário da esquerda, a autonomia diante do 
núcleo duro das elites políticas e sociais que nele se acham presentes, respaldadas 
pelas poderosas agências da sociedade civil a elas vinculadas, somente pode 
existir, se o Estado traz para si grupos de interesses com outra orientação. 

A composição pluriclassista do governo se traduz, portanto, em uma forma de 
Estado de compromisso, abrigando forças sociais contraditórias entre si — em 
boa parte estranhas ou independentes dos partidos políticos —, cujas pretensões 
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são arbitradas no seu interior, e decididas, em última instância, pelo chefe do 
poder executivo. Capitalistas do agronegócio, MST, empresários e sindicalistas, 
portadores de concepções e interesses opostos em disputas abertas na sociedade 
civil, encontram no Estado, onde todos se fazem representar, um outro lugar para 
a expressão do seu dissídio. Longe do caso clássico em que o Estado, diante da 
abdicação política das classes dominantes, se erige em “patrão” delas para melhor 
realizar os seus interesses, a forma particular desse Estado de compromisso se 
exprime na criação, no interior das suas agências, de um parlamento paralelo onde 
classes, frações de classes, segmentos sociais têm voz e oportunidade no processo 
de deliberação das políticas que diretamente os afetam. Nesse parlamento, delibera-
se sobre políticas e se decide sobre sua execução. À falta de consenso, o 
presidente arbitra e decide. 

Contorna-se, pois, o parlamento real e o sistema de partidos na composição dos 
interesses em litígio, que somente irão examinar da sua conveniência, em fase 
legislativa, quando couber. Com essa operação, a formação da vontade na esfera 
pública não tem como conhecer, salvo por meios indiretos, a opinião que se 
forma na sociedade civil, e as decisões tendem a se conformar por razões 
tecnocráticas. A criação do Conselho de Desenvolvimento Econômico e Social, 
agência criada nos começos do primeiro mandato, no curso do qual não 
desempenhou papel relevante, mas que, agora, parece destinada a cumprir de fato 
as funções de câmara corporativa a mediar as relações entre o Estado e a 
sociedade civil organizada, reforça ainda mais as possibilidades de ultrapassagem 
da representação política. A afirmação da representação funcional como forma de 
articulação de interesses, sob a arbitragem do Estado, é mais um indicador da 
intenção de se despolitizar a resolução dos conflitos em favor da negociação entre 
grupos de interesses. 

Com esse movimento, o Estado avoca a sociedade civil para si, inclusive 
movimentos sociais como os de gênero e os de etnias. Tudo que é vivo gira e 
gravita em torno dele. Boa parte das Organizações Não-Governamentais (ONGs) 
são dele dependentes e sequer lhe escapam os setores excluídos, difusamente 
distribuídos no território do país, os quais incorpora por meio de programas de 
assistência social, como o bolsa-família, com o que se mantém capilarmente 
articulado à sua sociedade. 

O governo, que acolhe representantes das principais corporações da sociedade 
civil, ainda se vincula formalmente a elas pelo CDES. A representação funcional 
lhe é, pois, constitutiva. A ela se agregam, nos postos de comando na máquina 
governamental, os quadros extraídos da representação política. Contudo, uma vez 
que, pela lógica vigente de presidencialismo de coalizão, a formação de uma 
vontade majoritária no Congresso é dependente da partilha entre os aliados de 
posições ministeriais, os partidos políticos no governo passam a viver uma 
dinâmica que afrouxa seus nexos orgânicos com a sociedade civil, distantes das 
demandas que nela se originam. Tornam-se partidos de Estado, gravitando em 
torno dele e contando com seus recursos de poder para sua reprodução nas 
competições eleitorais. 

A dupla representação — a política e a funcional —, operando ambas à base de 
movimentos de cooptação realizados pelo Executivo, não somente amplia a 
autonomia do governo quanto às partes heterogêneas que o compõem, ademais 
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reforçada por sua capacidade constitucional de legislar por meio de medidas 
provisórias, como cria condições para o seu insulamento político quanto à esfera 
pública. As múltiplas correias de transmissão entre Estado e sociedade funcionam 
em um único sentido: de cima para baixo. Nesse ambiente fechado à circulação 
da política, a sua prática se limita ao exercício solitário do vértice do 
presidencialismo de coalizão, o chefe do Estado. 

Tal couraça de que se reveste o Executivo se acha qualificada pelos notórios 
avanços da centralização administrativa nos marcos institucionais do país, em que 
pese a Carta de 1988, de espírito federativo e descentralizador. Com razão, a 
bibliografia brasileira, desde o publicista Tavares Bastos no Império, associa a 
opção pela centralização administrativa à natureza autoritária do nosso sistema 
político, justificada à época pela necessidade de preservar a unidade nacional, tida 
como ameaçada pelos impulsos separatistas do poder local no período da 
Regência. Essa associação foi confirmada pelos dois longos períodos ditatoriais 
do regime republicano — o de 1937-45 e o de 1964-85 —, que, em nome da 
busca dos fins da modernização econômica, extremaram a centralização 
administrativa e a prevalência da União sobre a Federação. A reação ao 
autoritarismo político, que culminou com a democratização do país, atualizou as 
demandas pela descentralização e pela afirmação do poder local, que se fizeram 
presentes, como é sabido, no texto constitucional de 1988. 

Desde aí se vem confirmando o diagnóstico clássico de que a centralização 
administrativa também pode ser filha da democracia. As crescentes demandas por 
políticas públicas orientadas por critérios de justiça social, como as da agenda da 
saúde, educação e segurança, têm conduzido, na busca da eficácia e da 
racionalização das suas ações, à centralização do seu planejamento e ao controle 
da sua execução. De outra parte, a política tributária, nessa última década, tem 
privilegiado a União sobre a Federação, sobretudo os estados, que, em nome da 
racionalização, foram obstados de emitir dívidas, privatizados os seus antigos e 
poderosos bancos, e a Polícia Federal cada vez mais se comporta como a 
suprema guardiã de todo o aparato civil de segurança. Centralização que, nessa 
estrita dimensão, ainda se reforça com a recente criação de uma força de 
segurança nacional, subordinada ao Ministério da Justiça e com sede operacional 
na Capital Federal. 

Registro forte a confirmar a intensidade e a abrangência do atual processo de 
centralização está indicado na criação do Conselho Nacional de Justiça, presidido 
pelo presidente do Supremo Tribunal Federal, assim elevado à posição, até então 
desconhecida entre nós, de vértice do Poder Judiciário, destinando-se esse 
Conselho, dotado do poder de estabelecer sanções sobre tribunais e juízes, 
federais e estaduais, ao controle da administração do sistema da Justiça. Na 
mesma direção, consagrou-se, com a introdução da súmula com efeito vinculante, 
o princípio da primazia das decisões dos vértices do Poder Judiciário sobre os 
juízes singulares, em sua maioria, originários das justiças estaduais. A ação do 
Ministério Público participa do mesmo movimento, em especial no controle que 
exerce, pela via das ações diretas de inconstitucionalidade, sobre as leis estaduais.  

Tem-se daí que o novo curso da centralização, ao contrário de períodos 
anteriores, está associado à crescente democratização social e às necessidades de 
racionalização da administração, inclusive a do Judiciário e do sistema de 
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segurança pública, que dela derivam. Mas esse movimento — por sua própria 
natureza — atua de cima para baixo, prescinde da participação dos cidadãos, uma 
vez que decorre da ação das elites ilustradas, selecionadas à margem dos 
interesses sistêmicos e das corporações que os representam, elites que encontram 
no governo a oportunidade de realização das suas agendas de democratização 
social, móvel normativo que presidiu sua formação nos movimentos de 
resistência ao regime militar. Se o Estado pretendeu, nos idos do Estado Novo, 
sob a iniciativa das suas elites intelectuais, como Gustavo Capanema, Francisco 
Campos, Agamenon Magalhães, entre tantos, ser mais moderno que sua sociedade, 
as elites desse novo Estado, que toma corpo com a vitória do PT, pretendem que 
ele se torne mais justo que ela. 

Sob essa formatação, em que elites dirigentes de corporações integram o 
comando da política econômica, em que as centrais sindicais tomam assento no 
governo, em que se valoriza a representação funcional — caso conspícuo o 
ministro do Trabalho, alçado a essa posição na condição de presidente da CUT 
—, em que se faz uso instrumental das instituições da democracia representativa, 
em que se reforçam os meios da centralização administrativa, e, sobretudo, em 
que se quer apresentar o Estado como agência não só mais moderna que sua 
sociedade, como também mais justa que ela, o que se tem é uma grossa linha de 
continuidade com a política da tradição brasileira. Aí, os ecos da Era Vargas e do 
Estado Novo, decerto que ajustados à nova circunstância da democracia 
brasileira. Também aí um presidente da República carismático, acima das classes e 
dos seus interesses imediatos, cujos antagonismos harmoniza, detendo sobre eles 
poder de arbitragem, cada vez mais apartidário, único ponto de equilíbrio em um 
sistema de governo que encontrou sua forma de ser na reunião de contrários, e 
em que somente ele merece a confiança da população. 

Nada, portanto, do discurso dos tempos de origem e de confirmação do PT 
como partido relevante na cena contemporânea. Elo perdido a sistemática 
denúncia do populismo e das alianças políticas entre partidos representativos de 
trabalhadores com os de outra extração, assim como desvanecidos os outrora 
fortes vínculos com a obra de interpretação do país que se aplicava em assinalar a 
necessidade de uma ruptura com aquela tradição — Sérgio Buarque de Hollanda, 
Florestan Fernandes e Raymundo Faoro eram, então, as principais referências. 

Se, no começo da sua trajetória, o PT se apresentava como portador da proposta 
de um novo começo para história do país, na pretensão de conformá-la a partir 
de baixo em torno dos interesses e valores dos trabalhadores — a parte recriando 
uma nova totalidade à sua imagem e semelhança —, a reconciliação com ela, levada 
a efeito pelo partido às vésperas de assumir o poder, conduziu-o aos trilhos 
comuns da política brasileira. A totalidade adquire precedência sobre os interesses 
das partes, ponto enunciado claramente pelo próprio presidente da República, nos 
seus primeiros dias de governo, em marcante discurso às lideranças sindicais, 
quando reclamou delas que, em suas reivindicações, levassem em conta o 
interesse nacional. Nessa chave, conceitua-se o próprio desenvolvimento do 
capitalismo no país e sua inscrição no chamado processo de globalização como 
processos a serem subsumidos ao interesse nacional, cuja representação tem sede 
no seu Estado. De fato, para uma orientação desse tipo, o melhor repertório se 
encontra em nossa tradição republicana. 
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Mas essa opção não foi feita a frio. O programa do PT era, com suas variações, o 
de uma esquerda brasileira clássica, e, como tal, se orientava no sentido de 
preconizar reformas estruturais que permitissem dirigir os rumos da economia 
para as necessidades da sua população e favorecer um desenvolvimento auto-
sustentado das forças produtivas nacionais. Ainda no período eleitoral, a reação a 
esse programa veio sob a forma de uma rebelião do mercado, de que o 
descontrole no preço do dólar foi apenas um indicador. Nesse sentido, tentar 
realizá-lo, depois de oito anos de governo FHC, que não só levara o país a 
debelar a crônica inflação brasileira e rebaixara dramaticamente, sob consenso 
geral das elites econômicas, a presença do Estado na economia, em clara 
inclinação favorável às forças de mercado, continha in nuce as possibilidades de se 
inscrever o país na lógica das revoluções. 

A opção do governo recém-eleito, como se sabe, foi a de ceder à contingência, 
abdicar do seu programa e das veleidades revolucionárias de amplos setores do 
seu partido e de se pôr em linha de continuidade com a política econômico-
financeira do governo anterior. A inovação viria da política. Em primeiro lugar, 
instituindo o Estado como um lugar de condomínio aberto a todas as classes e 
principais grupos de interesses. Em segundo, pela recusa a um modelo de 
simplificação do Estado, que preponderava no governo anterior, o que importou 
uma aproximação, mais clara à medida que o governo aprofundava sua 
experiência, com temas da agenda da tradição republicana — o nacional-
desenvolvimentismo de Dilma Rousseff e de Luciano Coutinho, por exemplo — 
e com seu estilo de fazer política. 

O caráter do governo como condomínio entre contrários encontra sua expressão 
paradigmática nas relações entre o capitalismo agrário e os trabalhadores do 
campo, aí incluído o MST, ambos ocupando, pelas suas representações, posições 
fortes na Administração. Os duros e constantes conflitos que os envolvem, no 
terreno da sociedade civil, em torno de questões que vão da propriedade da terra 
ao uso de transgênicos na agricultura, não têm impedido a permanência dos seus 
representantes no governo. Prevalece a política, salvo em matérias tópicas, de 
procurar conciliar pragmaticamente as controvérsias que os opõem, legitimando, 
ao menos no plano simbólico — isso mais no caso do MST —, a validade das 
suas pretensões. A mesma relação, com idênticas conseqüências, se reitera no 
caso das lideranças empresariais e sindicais com assento em ministérios, em litígio 
aberto na sociedade civil no que se refere a questões previdenciárias, da legislação 
trabalhista e da sindical. 

Esse Estado não quer se apresentar como o lugar da representação de um 
interesse em detrimento de outro, mas de todos os interesses. Essa a razão de 
fundo por que o governo evita a fórmula de poder decisionista e também se 
abstém de propor mudanças legislativas em matérias estratégicas, como a 
tributária, a da reforma política e a da legislação sindical e trabalhista, que, com 
sua carga potencialmente conflitiva, poderiam ameaçar a unidade de contrários 
que intenta administrar. Pragmático, desde a primeira vitória eleitoral, negocia e 
compõe com os interesses heterogêneos que convoca para seu interior, manobra 
com que se evadiu do caminho de rupturas continuadas aberto à sua frente. 

A forma benigna com que a esquerda chegou ao poder — a via eleitoral — não 
tinha como escamotear, até com independência da consciência dos atores sobre 
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sua circunstância, de que se estava no limiar de uma revolução. Começadas as 
grandes mudanças estruturais, seguir-se-ia o momento da mobilização popular e 
da sua contínua intensificação. Nesse contexto hipotético, o front dos conflitos 
agrários, sem dúvida, comporia o cenário mais dramático para o seu 
desdobramento. A rigor, as forças da antítese não quiseram assumir os riscos da 
sua vitória, reencontrando-se com o adversário que acabaram de derrotar. São as 
forças da antítese que se apropriam do programa das forças da tese, contra as quais 
tinham construído sua identidade. Não havia contradição a ser superada. A 
dialética sem síntese da tradição política brasileira, mais uma vez, restaura o seu 
andamento. 

Invertem-se, porém, os termos da revolução passiva clássica: é o elemento de 
extração jacobina quem, no governo, aciona os freios a fim de deter o movimento 
das forças da revolução, decapita o seu antagonista, comprometendo-se a realizar, 
sob seu controle, o programa dele, e coopta muitos dos seus quadros, aos quais 
destina a direção dos rumos sistêmicos em matéria econômico-financeira. Mas 
será dele o controle da máquina governamental e o comando sobre as 
transformações moleculares constitutivas à fórmula do conservar-mudando, 
direcionadas, fundamentalmente, para a área das políticas públicas aplicadas ao 
social. Decididamente, o desenlace de 2002 não foi o de uma contra-revolução. 

Os setores subalternos não são mobilizados, e se fazem objetos passivos das 
políticas públicas, que, em muitos casos, incorporam à malha governamental 
lideranças de movimentos sociais, apartando-as de suas bases. Os partidos de 
esquerda e os movimentos sociais institucionalizados, quase todos presentes no 
governo, retidos nessas suas posições, aderem ao andamento passivo e se deixam 
estatalizar, abdicando de apresentarem rumos alternativos para o 
desenvolvimento, demonstrando, nessa dimensão, anuência tácita com a herança 
recebida dos neoliberais da administração econômica do governo FHC. O ator 
definha, e os protagonistas são, por assim dizer, os fatos. 

Mas a inversão da lógica da revolução passiva não obedece à mesma pauta da sua 
forma canônica. Nessa sua forma bizarra, não são as forças da conservação que se 
encontram na posição de mando político legítimo, não contando, pois, com 
plenos recursos para administrarem a fórmula do conservar-mudando. Exemplar 
disso o fato de que a agenda de reformas — a tributária, a da previdência e a da 
legislação sindical e trabalhista —, que essas forças compreendem como 
necessárias à estabilização e ao aprofundamento do capitalismo brasileiro, não 
venha encontrando passagem para sua implementação, barradas, ao menos até 
agora, pela ação combinada dos movimentos sociais com a sua representação no 
governo.  

Assim, mesmo sob o império dos fatos, persistem papéis para um ator que, 
presente na coalizão governamental, invista na mudança, em particular na ação de 
resistência a políticas públicas que lhe sejam adversas e na democratização da 
dimensão do social, desde que não atinja a região estratégica do mundo sistêmico, 
blindado às intervenções originárias de territórios estranhos aos seus. 
Eventualmente, e na margem, pode-se mais mudar que conservar. Com os 
antagonismos sociais importados da sociedade para o seu interior, o Estado de 
compromisso que procura equilibrá-los é um lugar de permanente tensão, cuja 
coesão depende unicamente do prestígio popular do seu chefe. Daí que, 
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contraditoriamente, a política em curso, cujo programa parece limitar-se à 
adaptação à sua circunstância, dependa tanto da intervenção carismática do ator, 
que é, afinal, o cimento dessa, além de bizarra, frágil construção. 

A sua fragilidade conspira contra a sua permanência. Cada classe, fração de classe 
ou grupamento de interesse, nesses cinco anos de governo em condomínio, 
aprendeu, por lição vivida, nos seus litígios no interior da máquina 
governamental, que a melhor forma de vencer — ou de não perder tudo — está 
em sua capacidade de arregimentar forças na sociedade civil. Tal arregimentação, 
por sua vez, repercute no interior do governo e dificulta o processo de 
composição dos interesses contraditórios em que se acha empenhado 
permanentemente. A esquerda tem como alvo principal a administração do 
Banco Central, caixa-preta da política econômico-financeira do país, a direita 
encontrou o seu na presença do PMDB na coalizão política que sustenta o 
governo, sem a qual ele perde força no Congresso e na sociedade. 

E mais, a construção tem prazo de validade: o fim do mandato presidencial em 
2010. Os antagonismos, à medida que essa data já se põe no horizonte, começam 
a procurar formas próprias de expressão, em um cenário com partidos em ruínas 
e instituições políticas, como o Parlamento, desacreditadas pela população. Tal 
tendência, ameaça virtual ao estado novo do PT, deverá se confirmar quando as 
campanhas eleitorais — a primeira, em 2008 — vierem a reanimar a agenda 
contenciosa das reformas institucionais (a da previdência à frente). Mas já se faz 
sentir, entre tantos sinais, no mundo sindical, com o anúncio de rompimento do 
PCdoB, um partido integrante do governo, com a CUT, em nome de uma ação 
sindical mais reivindicadora, e, no mundo agrário, com a contestação do MST à 
política do agronegócio do etanol. 

De qualquer sorte, da perspectiva de hoje, já visível o marco de 2010, não se pode 
deixar de cogitar sobre as possibilidades de que o condomínio pluriclassista que 
nos governa venha a encontrar crescentes dificuldades para sua reprodução, em 
particular quando se tornar inevitável, na hora da sucessão presidencial, a perda 
da ação carismática do seu principal fiador e artífice. Na eventualidade, no 
contexto de uma sociedade civil desorganizada, em particular nos seus setores 
subalternos, e do atual desprestígio de nossas instituições democráticas, a política 
pode se tornar um lugar vazio, nostálgico do seu homem providencial, ou 
vulnerável à emergência eleitoral da direita, brandindo seu programa de reformas 
institucionais, entre as quais a de simplificar ao máximo o papel do Estado, a ser 
denunciado como agência patrimonial, fonte originária da corrupção no país. 
Impedir isso é a tarefa atual da esquerda. Mas ela somente reunirá credenciais 
para tanto, se, rompendo com o estatuto condominial vigente, for capaz de 
reanimar seus partidos, aí compreendido o PT, e de estabelecer vínculos 
concretos com os movimentos sociais, sempre na defesa da sua autonomia, em 
torno de suas reivindicações. E, sem preconceitos, favorecer alianças, nas eleições 
e fora delas, com todos os partidos, associações e personalidades de adesão 
democrática, em favor de um programa centrado no objetivo de destravar os 
entraves ao crescimento econômico e de promover a justiça social.  

Rio, 10 de julho de 2007. 
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This journal article is available in International Gramsci Journal: https://ro.uow.edu.au/gramsci/vol1/iss3/5 

https://ro.uow.edu.au/gramsci/vol1/iss3/5
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The articles by Gramsci published in English  
in International Press Correspondence 

Introduced by Derek Boothman 

  

The articles included here represent most of what Gramsci published 
in the Comintern journal International Press Correspondence, under his own 
name or one of his pseudonyms of the period, G. (sometimes Giovanni) 
Masci. 1

In much of this period Inprecorr was coming out more or less twice a 
week, with articles from all parts of the world, including from Russia, 
with articles written by the various Party and Union leaders. Even during 
the period of great polemics which basically started just before Lenin’s 
death and carried on over the whole of this period, the Inprecorr in its 
various languages of publication, carried articles giving all points of view 
written by all the participants in the controversies. This was true both of 
the Russian communists, so the Trotsky controversy was given full 
airing from both sides, and of those involved in other debates outside 
Russia. In Italy, for example, it was not only the extreme left of Amadeo 
Bordiga that was present in the Party, and that found space in the pages 
of Inprecorr, but also the right of Angelo Tasca – one of the Turin Ordine 
Nuovo group and, up to near the end of Gramsci’s stay in Moscow, one 
who had the ear of the Comintern leadership. And another on the right 
was Antonio Graziadei, an economist judged to hold a “revisionist” 
stance, whose views were expressed fully both in Inprecorr and in book 

 International Press Correspondence came out regularly in Russian, 
French, German and English (with the abbreviation Inprecorr), and 
sometimes, it seems, also in a Spanish edition. The period of the articles 
published here ranges from 1922, up through Gramsci’s half-year stay in 
Vienna (December 1923 to May 1924), and on to the last period when, 
after his election as a parliamentary deputy, he was able to return to Italy 
on the basis of parliamentary immunity. With his new status as a deputy 
he could in theory evade the warrant that had been put out for his arrest 
in February 1923.  

                                                           
1 This pseudonym is seen here, for example, in the list of contributors on the title page of the 4 January 1924 issue, 
but not the article itself, where his name is wrongly given as “J. Masci”. 
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form (referred to by Gramsci in the last of the pieces here) and rebutted 
by other, non-Italian Marxist economists, again in Inprecorr. 

The pages of the journal with Gramsci’s articles have been scanned into 
a computer and adjusted to give an image which is a close 
approximation to but, for various reasons, not absolutely exact image of 
the original page; parts of other articles on the same pages as those of 
Gramsci, have here been deleted. Taking his articles in order, the first – 
published in Inprecorr, it seems, on 19 April 1922 – deals with the Genoa 
conference that tried to introduce some order into the capitalist 
economies and establish, through the Soviet foreign minister Chicherin, 
a relationship with the young Soviet Union. In this article, as in the later 
one on “Italy and Yugoslavia”, there is a mention of “Fiume”, the city 
known in most places outside Italy as “Rijeka” (both words meaning 
“river”) and situated along the Dalmatian coast in current day Croatia. 
Soon after writing this article on the Genoa Conference, at the end of 
May Gramsci left for Moscow, arriving there on 3 June 1922, and very 
shortly afterwards was admitted to a sanatorium at Serebryanyi Bor 
(Silver Wood), now a suburb of Moscow but then somewhat outside the 
city, with what turned out to be a total nervous breakdown. This meant 
he was out of circulation for most things except for very urgent party 
business, usually meaning letters drafted by another comrade and co-
signed by him, until the autumn of that year, when he was well enough 
to attend the IV Congress of the Comintern (5 November–5 December 
1922). In this period in the sanatorium one of the other patients was 
Evgeniya Schucht, a communist whose Party membership had been 
sponsored by Lenin, a long-standing family friend, and through 
Evgeniya, he met her sister Jul’ka who became Gramsci’s wife and 
mother of his two children; another sister, Tatiana, was to become his 
main physical and psychological support in prison. 

Gramsci came back into circulation just in time for the IV Congress, and 
was well enough to write the article published in Inprecorr as “The 
Mussolini Government”. This however does not get quite as far as the 
title suggests, stopping instead at the discussion of the previous, and last, 
non-fascist government for the next two decades, that of Luigi Facta. 
Giovanni Giolitti was, as usual in that period, the dominant figure 
behind the scenes attempting – but not very successfully – to control the 
course of events, and he is here the main target of Gramsci’s criticisms 
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of the “liberal” forces. The article breaks off rather suddenly before 
arriving at the point of the formation of the Mussolini Government 
announced in the title. It may be that this is indeed the end of the article, 
but it may also be for example that a page went missing from the article 
consigned by Gramsci to the editors of Inprecorr. Certainly the French 
version of the article in La Correspondance Internationale, on which Quintin 
Hoare’s translation was based (Selections from Political Writings (1921-1926), 
Lawrence and Wishart: London, 1978: 129-31) breaks off at the same 
point before getting to the formation of the Mussolini government after 
the March on Rome in October 1922 and the King’s nomination of 
Mussolini as prime minister on 31 October 1922. The text of the article 
printed in the English language edition of Inprecorr, and translated at the 
time from Gramsci’s Italian, naturally is different in its wording but not 
its meaning, from the Hoare translation. Here as elsewhere, the 
translation, or perhaps the type-setting, shows signs of being rather 
hurried and there are more mistakes than usual in typing, or in the 
transliteration of names, the correct forms being “Giolitti”, “Turati” and 
“Fasci di Combattimento”.  

The “Letter from Italy” printed in the opening number (3 January 1924) 
of Volume 4 of Inprecorr which bears the by-line “G. Masci (Rome)”, 
maybe in order to confuse the fascist secret police, but modern readers 
should not be confused since, first, this is indeed Gramsci and, second, 
he was in Vienna. The article is of interest perhaps most of all for its 
attempt to sketch out a class analysis of the social power base of fascism, 
though marred by an temporary over-optimism about the supposed 
short-lived nature of fascist trade unionism. One can probably get as 
good a description of the challenge made to these unions by the 
communist forces on the left, since in its very first period fascism, or 
parts of it, did certainly find itself in a rather rocky position. 

Almost immediately after this “Letter from Italy” we find another 
article, this time on the Yugoslav question, which he had been following, 
and on which there is a very interesting and important letter, to be 
published in the forthcoming edition of his pre-prison letters. Gramsci’s 
stay in Moscow had in fact been prolonged slightly, to the beginning of 
December 1923, i.e. beyond what had been foreseen, to allow him to 
attend the Comintern conference on the Balkans. And in the fourth 
number of Inprecorr (24 January) of 1924, there is an article of his headed 
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“Italy and Yugoslavia”. Then, while still in Vienna partially directing 
Italian Party operations from relatively close to Italy and hoping to be 
able to return there, Inprecorr published another article of his, this time 
about the elections held at the start of April 1924. Again the by-line “G. 
Masci (Rome)” should not deceive. This article was written and 
published only a few days after the elections and it is apparent from 
what he writes that not all the results had been confirmed, since the list 
formed by the Communist Party and allies actually obtained two more 
seats (nineteen) than he here seems to think (seventeen). The 
maximalists obtained 22 deputies, as said in the article, and the 
reformists 24. Amendola’s list in the South got seven deputies and the 
“constitutional opposition” as a whole 14 (see Paolo Spriano, Storia del 
Partito Comunista Italiano, Vol. 1: Da Bordiga a Gramsci, Einaudi, Turin, 
1967: 340). In the case of this article more than in others, however, the 
binding of the journal is so tight that some words and figures in the 
margin are difficult and even impossible to decipher. Where possible we 
have filled in the incomplete words with additions in square brackets.  

As we know Gramsci was elected as a parliamentary deputy at the April 
elections. And later that year, in August 1924, after a hard-fought battle 
in the Italian Party, the new Central Committee that emerged after the V 
Congress of the Comintern, nominated him General Secretary. 2

                                                           
2 These events will be reconstructed in the English pre-prison letters volume, where newly found documentary 
evidence will also be provided about his assumption of the general secretaryship. 

 It is 
then not surprising that the chronologically last article published here is 
of a rather different nature from the 1922 to 1924 ones. It is in fact a 
report to the Italian Party Central Committee and in effect begins to 
sketch out the line that was to form at least one of the main planks of 
the platform approved by the III Congress of the Party, held illegally in 
the French city of Lyon the following January. Here the copy of the 
Inprecorr article is good, key names and terms are highlighted in bold 
type; any imperfection (e.g. “cation” for “caution” are due to the typing 
or typesetting of the original). Gramsci’s theses (political report) to the 
III Italian Party Congress and his assessment of the Congress itself are 
available in English in the Hoare volume referred to above, but 
preparation of an English version of the entire set of the fives theses of 
the majority, representing Gramsci’s full position at that time, is 
underway in a volume to be edited, annotated and introduced by Adam 
David Morton and the current author, A Grand and Terrible World: 
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Gramsci’s Pre-prison Letters. In the summer of 1925, however, we see 
Gramsci at work on the so-called “Bolshevization” of the Party, but a 
Bolshevization that for him meant collaboration of everyone, 
irrespective of their particular political position, in the leadership of the 
Party, with all contributing to the formation of policy and then being 
bound by a collectively arrived at decision. Indeed he expresses the hope 
in this article that “we”, meaning the Party majority “shall arrive at an 
understanding with Bordiga”, who had, together with Bukharin, been 
offered joint vice-presidency of the International, but turned it down. 
This view of Gramsci’s of what constituted Bolshevization and the 
relation between majorities and minorities was, in the international 
communist movement, more observed in the breach than in the 
observance and leads on to the disagreement he expressed with the 
Russian Party the year afterwards, but that issue will be dealt with afresh 
in the forthcoming volume.  

The English-language articles presented in this number of the IGJ are 
based on microfiche and paper copies of Inprecorr consulted mainly at the 
Marx Memorial Library and at the European University Institute in 
Fiesole, just outside Florence in central Italy, and the author wishes to 
thank the librarians and staff of both places. Pretty well all collections of 
Inprecorr seem incomplete, with numbers missing, so there is certainly at 
least one other article on “The Vatican and Italy” printed at the time in 
an English translation which up to now has “escaped”.  This is one that 
is available in other languages, including a retranslation into Italian, a 
process which is also the case with other articles here that one can see in 
an Italian version. The translation process leads of course to 
inaccuracies, whether translation was done at the time or decades later. 
A note of caution should therefore be introduced when one reads the 
articles here. And a further note of caution should be added since, in the 
absence of the originals in Italian, and knowing the editorial practices of 
many journals – including Inprecorr – some changes from Gramsci’s 
originals might have been introduced. It is known that yet another article 
by Gramsci appeared in another Comintern journal in the first half of 
the 1920s, dealing with the situation in the “red two years” in Turin. 
Republication of this, the longest article that he wrote before the famous 
essay on the Southern question, is being delayed in the hope of being 
able to compare it with the original handwritten manuscript, which has 
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only just come to light as a result of archival research by the present 
author, by Adam David Morton and by Emilia Kosterina. 

The translation service at the Comintern was exceptionally advanced for 
its time, and indeed in the Archives one sees notes asking, for example, 
for documents to be translated at great speed so that the Comintern 
leadership had a reliable version in their hands within a couple of days. 
The translators were obviously working under great pressure and with 
great efficiency. What one does notice however is often a somewhat 
stilted nature to the translation itself, with literal reproductions of the 
style, wording and at times grammatical structures of the original 
language, understandable given the situation in which the translators 
were working. We have not changed these aspects of the translated 
articles, nor the typing or type-setting mistakes as regards spelling and 
punctuation.  

We should here like to thank Daniele Negretti for invaluable help in 
producing as good a copy as could be hoped for with present computer 
technology; without his help this contribution to the IGJ would indeed 
have been far more laborious. 

  

The articles are presented below in chronological order. Approximate 
dates are given where possible:  

• The Genoa Conference and Italy, Inprecorr Vol. 2, No. 28, p. 211, 
(19 April 1922). 

• The Mussolini government, Inprecorr  Vol. 3, No. 102, p. 824. 
• Fascism: Letter from Italy, Inprecorr Vol. 4, No. 1. (3 January 

1924). 
• Italy and Yugoslavia, Inprecorr Vol. 4, No. 4, pp. 25-26. (24 January 

1924). 
• Election Results in Italy, Inprecorr Vol. 4, No. 25, p. 231. 
• The situation in the Communist party of Italy, Inprecorr Vol. 5, 

No. 60, pp. 835-6. 
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No. 2$ lrrternatiooal Press Con-espa,dence '" 

The Genoa Conference and Italy. 
hy AnI()I1io Gram!iCi(Turin) 

'"One problem (\ominaIC$ Iralil\fl foreign j>Olioy lhe 
estab!isJnllent of Itahan supremacy In the Adriatic and the 
annexall"" of Fiwne and Da/malla to Italy. The <jU<$lIon now 
arises; What is th. attitude of Germany arol Rwia to this 
foreign policy! 

l:lcf<J<e the war Jugoslavia was l're<i0111in:"'~y i"nllenced by 
1X"",erfu! R=ia . Even t<Klay. "" tXIstence is very. dO¢ly. C<lllllect.d 
wi~, ~,e fute of RtISilia, of COurl!e II('( !Kl very much in 
conneell"" with the form of g,y,ernment of the latter, i. e., nor 
whelher RII;;sia ha;c a feudar, bQlJrj(e<)lS '" prolelona" ~ove1"­
" .",1.> bl~ rolher bee:"lSe It IS the "all..-al ally of Ih. SI.Vlc P"I.~a. 
tiM In . tho Ralkans Whon Russia is "'"Cak. Jugoslavia IS weak 
and thi~ weakness pelTTllts Italy to e:de:nd ,ts unpenal!sm to 
the llaIkans. This is furthe[ffi,)fl! the roon of nabooalistic (>fCJlII' 
~"nda in Italy, wluch al tb. same tlllle is the mUII. diat. e,q,<eSSlor,. 
of the pOhey of the agrarian l:uge I" .. down ... and the mili· 
Illl'ycasle. 

RlIS£ia is a most seri015 competitor of Italian agriculture. 
!lefore ~-.e war ltali. ,mported 1,600,000 tell. of gram from 
Russia, and lhe gre.l. and owners """" prote.oled by Ihe stale by 
Ihe irnp<)$iti"" of an 'mporT dnty to Ihe extenl of 37~ hr. per 
tlllndredwe(j(b.t It is Iillls VOl'! natnral that an impoverished, 
mine<! Russia is in (heir e)-'l."S nllleh nlQfC dcsira1;>le fum an 
economically efficient RlliSia which would be able to a>;pOrt its 
waHl sUI"l,lS. 

In Italy the industrial workers au only-third ()f the enlire 
workin~ cia&;. The OIl,.r two·tlurd.! are a)Uicultural workers 
or peasallts- Even the ltaliall Socialisl Party was at the begillning 
,,""" a peasant;;' than. workers' party. 'Ihs aI",. in part ex­
plai.,1S .i ts di~.r",es fronr 3. prole1anan Slan<lp<>ml and irs 
,'ac,l1an118 policy. The new ahLtud.:: of the PC<l\)lo'~ Pony. tho 
party of the Catholic . peasants, has thus also obtained very Rrelt 
,mportar.:e. for Parliamentary pohllO:S as "'ell as for [talian 
forei)l.ll pOhcy, 

N; the civil war, whieh the large landowners d<:hh.....-ately 
commenced ill order to carry on a [atjI;e_scaie offensive ;jp,311lst 
the Ca(holic peasanuy, spread and grew ill intensity, the People'. 
Party twned n>Ofe arol nr("" to the left arol ~'" reaction of Ihis 
CMf1j(er in ils ortimde was very. o;oon evident in lIahan fore~n eOy. Prermer H()(IOmi, who Wll$ in very lorge degree influenced 

(he People's party, char~!d his ath<.!ud. to""'-(\s Rusila and 
a certain inclinati"" (CM'3fds Ih. U<:llab!lshment of ft> 

lations with Russia. This led him to take the initiative in Can. 
IlC<' for the eOLlvocaticolofthe Vttl()a Ccouerellce. 

TIle forcijl:11 pOlicy of Benito MwsoIini the leader of the 
Fascisti is in conl!llet. agreement . "ith that of Nitti , the r<:pre­
sentative of B,g huslIless and high finance. These .tildes are 
inleresled '" .Ihe coal ,hsrricl orr lhe Hlaok Sea. 'This expla",. 
why ~,ey display a ,'ery sympathetic atlldude towards all inter­
nallorlal fill3llC,aj cou;oroWrL for ~,e capitalistic e,,~oitatior, 
of Soviet Rlt\!S;a' s "'501"""5. They Ihus . hope at lhe!Ml1e time 
10 do good I~"i""<;$ . r.J 10 obtain th"r OW" s!lrcrc of lTlnnence 
On the S lack St. 

All the ,,,ceilalions of Italian forciRl\ policy ar~ caused 
by the iLUcnsificatiCOlof thc class was and thc conSC<juent dis­
integretion . of the social bces It. is . thus ne.;essaryto gi,'e 
an eXl'osrn<", of lire ttalia" "IUll"or" nr <>«.Ier 10illwmlAte tlle 
reactions III for. 'gn pOlLey which are tlLCrev.ltl, cOllnected, 

The ""nd 10 Ihe left of lhe PeOPle's PArly and lhe f"'" 
that several of its !llO:!t promr-.ent leaders, such as Deputy 
Me<.Ia, have expresst<i tht1llSelvtS in favor of this new poIiiicai 
tendellcy ha,·e led to a Split witllin tl-.e military caste. a lar}l;e 
nllmber of whOile memM are Catholics. 

However, for Ihe gre"1 m.jority (If 11lC'\e grOll!1S d", Om· 
ferenc! has colly this ",~ulicanc! the mntroduc(r."" of Ger. 
many into F.ufl.'I?"an ccor>J1uy. That also ~xplains why circlos 
are nOw SUWOrlln,l! tl,e Genoa Conf",.n"", who at !irst bitterly 
fOuV1t it and e.'en employed ,t as ~ prete:d for the O','ertl!row 
of the Iklnorrri Cahind. An""'g tllese rarrer the n-.:lSt PT(>lIU""" 
arc lhe sutlf)Of1e[l; of Giolcm. thc Fasc,S11 and Ihe NalLorlahsn;. 
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English Edition. Unl)ublishcd M1lnuscrilHs - Plcusc rCI)rint 

INTERN A TION AL -

Vol. 4 No.4 
PRESS 

24 110 January 1924 

CORRESPONDENCE 
f:dlhHlol o rrl <u: I ... '''''' .... 26/12. \"ltft noV III - Coo lrol IN.'polr. hln ; la p o ,I"' onl : _Uo.,.: Jl . Vltftn. 1X 

- Po ,h I ,l.d d r ... . 10 .. hlctl 00 ,_I1.~....,odd be " fn by ' tllol .. ,O<! ,,,oU: PI>oIl wl '-4. Sd.lln,h<h 2'. \·In,no VIIL 
_ T. I ~ . .. p hl r Add, ... : '"pr ......... v ........ 

CONTEN T S 

,-
J. MIl$Ci: Jtalyand lllRoNa1it.. 
Eueen Landl c r · "COl"lsoltdated" lIorthy 11mgar}' 
J. B.: A l,ctl(r trom Spain 
EcolMlnlks Ch. 0: Tho: Silu,uion Orllw= M,iliI e a _ in Frnn<:e 
G. rn .. ny 
All F.rid : Longer WOl~hl! HOIn In G.'rom" y 
I'o'~n.lc.a nd OI ... II<slon. 
A. Tha I h e i m~l ; Lcfl l're"i se& - RiSlu Coo,clu$ioni 

POLITICS 
Italy and Yugoslavia. 

By C. MI .e i (Rome). 

The coocl~on or !he lIjtreemenl ~ Italy W y~,," 
$Iav,a, which h,,~dales lhe ,,_Oil of fli""", arrl """"" ,~ 
a new pcnod In lhe IISlOl)' o f the relations I.>:twe<:n ooh 
coontries, Iw its <:O"i!lin paniculaIly in !be follo..;"11 lhroc 
smes of f&«s 
, 1. "T"ho all\l1OOchhlC COIllfUCnccm"", of the cl""ri on can~mll!n 
1!1 Ilaly. The FasCIst j!l)VI:nl!tll)!\l W"JI~S 10 depn.ve \he cooslilu. 
bo"al o[Jp<>S,I,on of 0". of Ihe IIIOSI in~)()rt.nl ca""" of ils 
~ and of its devclcpmcnl i'_1a the 1;ocour)(CQisic: lhe 
rotnplete .failure of the FasCIst forci.t!:n pdicy. ",lIch had i:lOlaled 
ILal y ,n Europe, 

~ . Tho ~ 10 \)OWer In ~ of tho ~overnmern of 
VenizeI<lI'I. The )!OVerru'lI)Il of MlI!iIOlini had 10 ccm-ince it.df; 
I"' .. II could nof do [9."0 )ObI .1 !he. $IIITI<: time. VcnrulQ5 IJ 
tho vo/iIician .. 'ho. sincoe lito. di!InWI{lf\ of Veuail]es lIP 10 the 
presenl lime. hu oonuibt.lled 100ft of all 10 th,,;1(1 and 10 
<btroy !he o:xparu;iomSl plam of ITali an i~a1ism. In the 
cmlhc1 ""lth YIIIi:OSlI\l1. Italy _ han1)eRd by the tre;lties; III the 
emll,CI "lth Greece, Jv.w.~er, the Ireabes ar.: in fa, ..... 
of Italy, and in the ~ ~cntly oon<ll>iM, il is <lrcetly 
affirmed. that Italy and YI~'vi. pI~~ lllermel,·e:s to ..... if>. 
lam the ,.status q~~ eslatilflim by the lJeabes. ClO$ely coo. 
""",.d With , this 1$ Ihe poI,cy or Fr .... e lo".-"ar<l$ the Linlc 
Enlente, which w~~d hove .become an immediale daro]l:er for 
llaly. ,f Ih" contllet for Flwllr lu.o.I becornc inlensified as 
seemcd probable lII~il wry r=1I1 Ii "",, . 

3. The new )ian of f<:O"cign policy. which unlil [922 had 
been a llel$,; .. al 0 .. " of M'lSooIiru' •• "OW bcc:Qrncl the offiCl~1 
S(l\'CffilllCflr policy, Wilh Ihs plan I re comcoctcd the agll:":IIIIIIII 
beto,·een Italy and Spain; Itr.c policy of a~hmenl 10 the 
$oo;icl-Uruon; the oonn.c1 bcIwei:t. Italy, fecHy airh'l by SpIoIn, 
00 !he one haIvI . and En.g1and Ind FIVtoCC {If\ II>: other, III­
J!llfdirIl1. the TaJ"CIl:r ql>esbon. A prellIde 10 all this bad been 
ihr: ltafo-Grtt~ oootl,cI and the Ilndi,. o f It . 1 ia n rr-.:q.s .. eo.fu, 

Mtllttlor(; ........ ny 

Hertha SN-m the W<man '" Fn,.. Rail" Fighlet 'PI"" 
SUIrI"lIUOII III Ger-rnany 

Mt d M.llrf 
E h r .e ro fr i e d W a l! n c" n .. Stiff ... ,,, ofthe 

CI. ld", ,, of1l .. ("",rman Barricatl: Fighl ... 

In rh~ Colon .... 
J. B.. AUIOCracy in Palestine 

• measure "flich ,,"lI!r in 00 way wmtIIlll1(] by the ,tJ.UtIer 
of OClIenoi Tdlini, bul was probobly ody lEt of • 1~1)('Cf 

00I1CCrtcd "' .... [I Iw al""I~"s been !he p:rocnal c:onviclion or MUiiK>Iini 
(and in !lis MLlS5QIini appn:iOoChed mor~ 10 the policy of the 
~Comet. dell. s..n-, of the "Swrrpo~ and the adhcI .... of 
NllU, than I!l ~I ..... ;O'-;Iy of Ihe Filirull. alld in particular 
of the nanomhsts ,,"1\0 ha.d ~uert1y ent.....t the FII$ci$l 
pany~ tltal Italy mu5t rtOI ,emu n h~"TIOIIsed r~r:ln$o: \he 
<It.w::sUOU of Fiwne ~ of Dalmaua, wlueh r.·ndcred the creation 
of I1'IIhla!Y ~..,ry . ,n the AdnaTic itrtp<W;bl •• btl that $he 
!lIlI$I obIaon this secunty by me .... of concenlo,,~ 10 Yll$l:~a,ia 
arod lin,,! ""~ .... '" lloe Iohery of 1IlO<'elll""I nee .... ary for • large. 
scale aCI,on on the Me<hICITIU~n, CSIl<.'Cially in il& CII.I1ern [mi. 

nle Question of Dalmati~ was olready practically liQtidllled 
!Toon ,the ""'!t""~. "·he,, th. lri,U.'~~' of Ihe """liQIW"Y parties 
on '1180610\10 ~d the ~~I)fl of the ~ ... "",,"""'nt 
_lfOd the Italian pK'fKIete« of lhe Dalmatian gtUI landet:l 
.. Ial.., thai their rights w ... e nof to tr.c curtailed in flovour 
of the Croo.l ~. In DallTlilti, there P-Cl"llilS a 5lat. of 
. lTairs simi lar to thaI in the Baltic C(Qlmes and in Galicia, 
, e. a dilfen:nc:e of notion . lily bctwccn Itr.c I .. d"' ........ who 
ul!Ybt.t the 1""1111, W the mus of ~ ,,"1\0 culbvale lite 
SQlI [II !he finIt KiI€'s ."eech dd.ivmd &1 Belgrade after 
lhe rdlUll of the dyrnllY. ,I Wll.5 IIm<lUlCCd thol the [tali"" 
""11C.'t"S of the greal landed ntaln of Dalmaua ..-eJe to .... 
C.'Il'fOPIi~Ied.. thai the Croal peasants wen: 10 .... freed from 
all foOOool ,bonds -:t "-ere .10 be granted plMIQII$ of land 
The IIIUU,ot;' h.a$ 'Ince enlHely dWl!ed. Already in !be lasi 
~'\lar the 1101,." lJOOPI; ovac.."edlhe oceupied Z<lI.cs of Dalmatia. 
and nothinll of a dlsaslrous nature fOl II .. owners ~ ta\;en 
pl""e, 11" newspaper" campaiw~ fOSl .... d by Ihe agrarians, ha~ 
colI~~C1cly e<:8.$Cd, and th~ l"CC<:nT Irealy has sC lll od Ihe q'lC:lnon 
QlICe for oll , 

, TIle funher de..-eI Ol'm".-" of lhe new luli an foreign policy 
WIll furn !sh an answer to the Que$lions bci"ll raised al prtsenl 
~ • pMton of !be~: Is !he Itali."·Ynsos!avilr\ agl"eert1en1 
~~Im 11~ .:ljtam~l "~)han og .. ~ Er¢and? An 00-p;U'''' exaI!IUlIbOlI o f the snuauoo IIIIl1 1111 IICqwi ulaIlC<' "ith 
the opinicru ~ by MlWOIl1"1 dunng Iw., == .., • 
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fascist joumalis~ justifies uS in predictin:o, that, substantially, 
Uallan foreign policy ",ill become lTlOfe anti.Eng!tsh though 
presmu~ Ihe appearance of Ihe dwacter of mtparbahly 
between Fmnoe and EOiJand. The fact nnlSt nOl be overlod:ed. 
that the Fascist Party, "-~ a petty boll1J;eois narionali$l mu\ 
exert~ a cQ)ltmual pressur. on th. ji;Overnment. The FaS<lsti 
would like to iJ~tiat. a d:irect VOlicy of complete indop ... :.!e"". 
from tlte hegoroonic P()Y.'eri; which are at pres","t cOlrtending 
ogain;l on • . an",h., for world d" ",imon . flut It IS dear thot 
the CC(ln01mC weaknes> of Italy ""nrpels a ""n~""",nse between 
tho n"ki~ of mere aflirn-..ioru; for the purpose of internal 
propa,[!anda 011 th. OIle hand and the r.al policy On the other. 
And. theufore the adventurous and bluflil18 character of F3S<I$l 
forelJ('1 pOhey srill c","m""s. 

No 4 
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N, " I .. crnalional Prc:ss Cor~ '" 

POLITI CS 
T he Results of the Elec tions in Ita ly. 

A n Ul l "'Il rHAon.. 

ByO. M ue i (Rome), 

All p.-ti.. ""'.... """",,,,,, ,..isIkd .. lib the rcsuh of 
III. dtcIi ..... btCIIIK all..., ... up '0 III< "'~ of Iho: poll load 
(had( til> a'It"on. not ,,'en 0It .!'Pro:d ..... ;-... ..... .. -hrr<widt 
.0 .. "". tcncoou. ond all 01 ,b ... felt tIo<motl\.... '" ~ mtiloed 
by lb. ftsei;;l _. 1bir II ...... " ICIin .. lito ...... iaI f<at1lK 
at' ,h. hlioll silulliat ""idt .. dlll'Ktailtd by Iho: ~i­
z.iat at' III< -. by 1M ~1O;y at' hoIdin;f: _,.. 
ond by .... f«bk <ortUlII;'" of Ib< pOp<n Openly ;" """"",I;'" 
10 fucin. Tho II", rQlUu bt_ up .0 ...... (\h. dtfi .... 
..... 111. .,..;,., '0 lit. """",Ii., ... iat at the ._ bIr ... ill <1liiy 
be ....... " by 1It.14th .,.- l ~tIt April) pc:rmll US , '" thw ..... 
"cr}' im""" .. , tomdusionI "btdt .. ~bk r ... ..,<!t:r. 
.. 1IIdin~ tit. A<f\<A1 orient .. i... of III< I\du .. poIiI",*, SlJUMIt 
.,Italy 

I, Th. ~1I~Wonai "I'P"'iti ... (Am .. ,dola. BonomO hIS 
"" .... " Il,. ~ hoi bdtind ~ "rapidly di~ m",,",~y at' 
III. public opInlat. kl laly. "' .. , IlItll1g t.go .... of lito 
",,,,lana d .... III< I<,md Iud .-;.... th.. the _~.".ic: i!sclf. 
lllrough It trI'W~I" ond .odkaJ ",ilS- would cony <lilt. IIIl 
",,"i.r •• d~ revolulioot": the <l<chono h.", tbtroy<d Ih" It~cnd. 

IIl,uw) ~tLi"8 betor. Il,. TUrIli Rtfor,niou in t ded.i, .. IItd 
<I'~>Illtlic ,,,",,,,et 'he '1"''';{11' of ob.",I"""'g the old 1"'1;'i01I 
thor". of Iho blod: will, ilL< I>our!!.oi. 1m in rol'OUf of th. 
wort",( alld I"""U blod:. 

1, U,. WOIl:It'g ~I . .. II .. «voll.d ... ;01;". n.-, es "", .. ding 
1.111 "p<<lOIi"" .. A' M,Il". Ill< < ... ,bined v"' .. of the thru p,-. 
li<l Comm .... !tI. Maximllist .,d Rtformi.. hal... in 19N. 
["\«<1 thoot " 'hidl the Soci,li,. l'>r1y polled ;" 1~1~, i .•. 
ot Ibo period at Ill< his)'<Il rewu"",,"'7 d ..... I"""' .... Ibo 
( -~ooo I'OICi in 1?19 hll" _'II II) 66,000 In In4. The ... orI:iltjt 
.1'$11 Iw PfO"td in " ml,tttift«nl .......,. iI. bi510ric01 fuMion 
[ .. I _~~"" in th .. !PtCR of opposilion ' a f""",,,..,: III< rc$U1t$ 

I~ 
III •• 1tcI;"'. dec .... III .. I,llliosI: fU;i!m no ",I>a-~ion 

" _bit III ... " .... ,""'1tY """""';..,. Th. Communi" P>rIy 
.. 111< ..... ort~· pm,. ""tiC" .... O<gcd ., .k<t<nI ""'""" 

III "od IltllI«I1 dopuIiu in III< IaII Iqcjsl:lllH-, IIId .. n_ h • 
...... ~, ... , n .. Rcf"",,;.u hi'" it.ri; fivm gJ dqII.Ii<$ 10 
z , ~ lilt MaxinW~ IhIm 46 '0 n In tit. IDWiUiol _lIS (cxcepI 

Poli ..... II>< C ......... iltl pony Iw poIltd more ,,,,es III., lIIe 
muimllin. iIt ...... ,_" ...,.aaI1y .. 'Ilt $/IUIh of la/y. it 
(has) poIlctl m .... '01 .. ,loon "" M.,.imali!tl$ l1l<I Rtf"""iIIIf 
'1J8<IItU Th. ............ ... <tt.- me: !he: ~ORII)' po-... 
etanll'HoaptII>:l,..iudf ....,.."d IhcCOlmlUrUt Party aM 
_bandoning W MlXimaliSl Party ""'kh has W majority 
of iu 5ympathi~ at11OI"C the I1rral"1IgC-eamtIS, 

3. The peas8II n_ hIlS been di<irkgraled by fascism 
[11\ has in _luge pan forsal;rn lhe bamer ofw Partyofw 

....,.,..i ond 1m t<ll"lm<l I .. 1\01, ttrin: of local political IIJOU­
~ wlliell pma!lcd lhuMcI\-es 01 III~ _.... ...,.,.,...ion 
.,."cs; "'0 ~, PlAy Itom 106 __ lou '""'" ,o,w. 

l1w: ... donal low. ~cd by me ... IK*"'DS ond by 
!he h",l~ Of'PI'''',on..... ......r..wroJ • ~ "'';<riI.y (or 
lhc: .0;0'1............ 01 MlISJOI,... . ,M4,454 veta fo.- lbe "Notional 
list" orId J9.080 VOC.. (Of ,he F_i;;I min"'y Ii. B_. ",iIlI dtc 
klbl af 174 <cali ..... 01 SJ5 01 .... ""'. h"""" .... (lilly 7«1 "" 
oIfid,11y m .. "bn g( \lie Fosdit hrty. To " I... onall Ihtse 
!\.lures ,dlO<1 tho ,.-) iUtC a( mif>d of the I>OIIIIlalion <III be 
~ed b)' !he f<>l"""in, fi.a: in ,II '.,..TlI wilh "" .. 1S,OOO in· 
kaIMunt, ( .. <cpt 1~.), lIIe NOIiMoli" it in ." ,,,,_,,;"""d 
minority, U ~«I with !he """,tllned VOI~ of Ib, qll"'l~i",,_ 
The: "" ,11a the •• lOIen on<! Ib, .,ore IlH: Fa..... prcssun: is 
obi. to «.,\roI 'h' VOl.. "r the indi..u.ll cililalt. the more 
!he ""'ioS bCCll1lt rI<I""'~" 'WM L ~' 10100% fof ,he "".,.,,1 
Ii. II\d for the Ii. Il. 

In lily c.... Fa"';"" hi. obI.ined I vittory, II\d th e Mu,. 
,.,lini 1I,,,,CfT1jlla,' h .. bee" • ." .. .o;lh .. ,ed by th. 01"""",, borh 
.. rc~.do ot ho",. .,d 'brood. • fOCI .. hiell will 10"" .'cry 
"<II.blt <""S~", cel, 1111 new CI,."bcr .. i ll ..... ". I UU • 
• "d prq><r <:h~tr <If • Fl8Ciill C .. , .. ~,.... ",,,,,,,,,by, this 
"' .. ..,. thor ir will Iq;o'i.. Fuei"" by "f"""inA the /<I.Ion.1 
Conotilulion ond by (" .. ",ally .t>oh"'i"~ the ",",' ocratic lib<niOi 
"flidl h .. ,. «,..d to .. ,.. .. 00. II is d, .. tf",. "'" ~ 
(alreody on .Jlusion in Ih" r~wd I.... conWr,ed in Ih. 1""1>­
.onm ~ of Amendola) Ihlll d,. danoalllic "I'P'l"iIion .. ill 
"'~ Ih. ",",l1l<I fOl" " ..... 1«I1on" in 00:101" 10 ."" ... "". I true 
and......,... Con:IIIW.~ .......... Iy with !he da.... Id: of mi'" III. SUIIUI... and by n, __ of III", oIqpn II .ill .... 
St<i:. 10 u .. 1It I ~ bMiI f'" I LtfI: 810<. 

Tho C............. POlly _bidl em .. ...., ""'.;caIly iI~ 
/tom 1110 .lteI .... ,.;1I Ih<rclbn: haVt • ....11 dcfWlCd!ask ID 
fUlfil : iI ..... """I.... and ;nunMfy m. _Ii"" r... !he 1'1'1>-
ktari... ....td 1hIolt and AIr III< ..... b.t and pcU>ntS' ,..,. 
... ",n"nl 10 tb.. end ~ ""'"I0Il. of III< pwli.....,ury 
Irbnc. Tho pnant. li"iio h.... bun .... <rut by the d ... ;..,. 
ond .. 110. in ibc ... _ ..,.jor~. h., .. bun compelled by m ... ~ 
of I....... 10 "". AIr F.sclim. ..,II ,nlizo m .. e CUlIinualIy that 
11".... 1110 ~ 111_ 1h< ""Iy -or out i. by ........ im.y 
IIIaIIf.- ill Ihc South of Italy. .... F_. hll', ""Iy by ....... 
of umnro 01 0<10 01 li ..... « 1UCC«dtd .. ..bonJioo"inA 111< _Ii ...- 011 1hr d«tl... dty. lllrouahout lIIiI; .. i00i< .... 
(aflidl <mlIJI\1H un. llIird at 111< taritory at 11ll» III. c .... · 
mu"," pony formerly had nor "' .... "". dqIIIy, ... d "<M' it 
b.. "" .. , .... .. Skili..... .. """h. ..d .... ;" ~i •. 
Th. <C<IIKIm1C ..... ""' of ~ _III"",, is. laTibk one: 
cntiIntion hII; b<tn ,enda-cd impoMibl, by Ill' No"""" i.,· 
mi....,l"" law-I. .. kI!he,," of land ... "'.i..;on hII; t.,.-
1111. h.,'Ciil be.., dea<a>'Cd by III. ..,.'"' bnd-<M-.... Tho 
F~'" I...... con ... Iy r", • ...... 11m< 1""''''' • WIV' or 
.......... \ U 1001: placc in !he dtada from 1860- 1810 OItd fi-.... 
l tiO--l900, Tho Ire. C"''''''''''' ':I< cItd.d in the 5ouo/l thucl'or. 
h .. " bi"orio sipt;f><ao<. "fI"'" COlt .".1.... ,II •• pe<UtIon .. 
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No. 60 

nle Situation ill the Communist Party 
of haly. 

ByOm ... .,,(Itomo) 

C<nndo On..... _y /10''' • oboiJo4 
....,.. brief. .... c;s..I CooInI_ of .... eon. 
""""II PIny 01 I...,. ... .:.. _ ......... ~, .. 
1"',.. "'ltT w. ", ............. . DU>! .......... .. .. 
01 .... -. Ed 

4, £""Y C<>OnIU"O" """ 1UbI .. , I .... 'U 10 IhoI QI .... 
PIOty. ond iU<\l;. <V«)~ ~"" "" ........ , ~f 110,. PII'ty 
(11< ~ be • lniy 01.ci)jin<d ,0<1,"'" uf U .. ~1I'ty. III U .. J.sheoo _ 01.:.. _) 

"E"'T-"_b>""~,,, 

W • ..." .. y ........ CP.Of ... y 1lo1!1. ..... ""'""~ 
lQI .... of""' ..... flu 

Tho CP 011 ...... btko • ~ ~W:<.oI."""'" ........ 
...... Iad< ... ~" .......... ,. of ... b ..... """ <:f .... s.....n __ m Italy. _ """<led ___ 
01-.... "",",,blIIo:hI __ .. _oflho_ 
ond _1ri1lU<d '" <lW:;, icb>I<.'Ii"" oo1ntion n.. ..... 01 
.If ...... -....ely ,~ ..... ..- R ..... 1p _"",", 
.. it> ..-......, by «lllfu,ic, .... l<t"donoy. ..,.,... .... r .... 
....... of MbIIiflltn:: o:m:Dl"'l:Ulnnl .. <:4- Ibr ",voIlIIi<Inatv ...,.,b<oI """on. "';Ih ........... ,''''''"' of .... C.,.,.,."..,I hrty 10 
'" ..... ~ .. " .<llO<tcal .",,<1 of ib lneon .. IIw U .. , ... ohIe '0 
IUUII tile .... TI:di.te II1Id eli_ , ~.... <If tho: ....... ....".,.". 
"..,.omenl. 

Tho Patty 1>00 _ in .,.,..dOp,. • foolJl, {or lIIori. = ~,ifs,~"..:I~3f. I~~~ 
I,... ...... _. .biclo 11mb to _. ItocJf .... .... 
~ oI"11alian I.dI" "'" oreated ..... ofloorl .,...;_ 
.- • • '" .... 01 ........ of a _I~ ..-_ no 
N ..... "" ,,<OIed by <OIIDdo !lordw:. " ~ .... to U. ... ~ by 
.......... _ """ .... 1I ~ .. )_.onI ..... 
...... "" .... to .... .,..,.. .. "".f ... M .. __ .... C ..... 
....... 1-.-.<nII 

...... 11_ .,....,.. of~'" PIOty Ii<o -. .... ' b ~ 
h ............ _~., <:&O...-1Iy 1_ If 
tIM .so. "'" -.a- Bordip __ t ~ <'-.cIcruoo .... 
__ II'<qIOI1II _on .ourd lam. ...... ~ 01 
900:10 ........ ruo:l' of .... lJ'fCOoi _1ICftI 01 b" _ ... 
""""" .... I\aIi .. ~d ... , II .. "" l ..... ~<1 ... 
(or .. mIy • _I)' <>I'"1ho ""'.,,. """"",,on n .. <mICOI· 
........ ror "" moo' pari '0 mil pari 01 Iho ""'""'Y U ....... 11'_ ,iI,"" ..... _ U"", POI .,.. f.l l> -.iI~ <l1l<I<1 b: ,,'n .... "" <If U..,.. 
.............. ...., are .... \11 . It>. ".. ... n ""' ''' <If ......... It>< 
"""' ... In'o • """"" O<1UIII.ly ~ to ...... , i", __ . On tho 
0Ih. .. hand tbo oituoli.cn i" .... ~.'" I","y "" to Ill< .,.. 01 
~n Con",. .... ~. c.ol.o,;l ..... to cl<vtl"" Il«dip., 

J ....... ,n ... '1..u.c.le 0.- ~f ·Rodicob ... • .. eon.. 
........... ddnes Itio g""""" .. tho JbI<ooo.iIa ~ 

...,., .,n..,: =":~~<l,f~ .. :.,' ...!..--::!.v.~\.~~":; 

.. ...tl.-

II .. ~ ;. l ....... .or """" ...... 1M "-....... 1I<o<li.lO __ lW"""'...:J ... ,-,..y .. "'" (._ .. !'my 
Tho ""'""'" __ 11M .- IIordI]OII 00 
poooini ... < ..... ... i, """""'"' ......... _bibly <If ....u.. 
..... """"'""" -' ito ~_ ... ",,"..no nf~ to:w. =.. ~""J; : by_,< ......... : .. o( ~a;;t: ::u 
pnn<Ir! .. ol Il<:Wwvam Tho .... ~ of Iho ....-1: ... :;: 
Iho __ and .... ~ ~f tbo 1WOkIori .. In .... r<ro-
I~· ..,.. ........ 

At< -. .1iU o<l'>n krIo:Im<> .. in Iho C........,. .. Port)' <If 
11. 1)'1' II' ... " d";, n .. 'w, ... oJ wI ....... 111 ... oJ,;, th<y '<pI<>at'I 
An <'<>Mnabm on., "'" I ....." .. n"~m In Ill. Pal'ly <mYH_ 
... Ibot " "'" "'" Y<' . ,.,.,,,,,,1 lhol dooJ<eo ~f , ,,",'olu......,,,, 
" .. "nil' d"","aI>li< oC • , .1ol1y lk>Ioh<vi>t P."r. !Old IhoI It 
.... ""' ..... ~""""""" .. y<f In """'''''"''"i"",._1toe 
t::.,-J::r": :f<.:.J.':.-0t'IIIp0ICd '"'" CI' 01 t ... y hao 

, _41 ... ·• _pod ......... ""Y &"''''''' (r~ .~"' ...... ~ , ... , ... ..., 
"" ;A!;.;~.:: .. ~ ~,,-,.. (..,. ... Otder") ..... 01 

~~~~>ra= C .. __ 
10< ..... d" l-!Poor_ C • .,...... .... ~ _ ....... ibdr ~ 
'110. I..... I,r. of ... SoctoIotI porIy. ._ --.. ... 
poli1O<lll .,..,......... ~YC .... __ """ .... 
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'" Inl="nOllllII'res$ Corresponilel'"oCe No 6() 

The ·OrdiM NuO\'o~ grCOIP f<Jnl1e<l an "dnal /motion in Ihe 
P''''';''''" of PHdrnon •. It dovelopcd il;; aclion "'''''''g the ",a~",>, 
aM showed itself 03\ .. blo of ~blishinJ( a c\Qi;C connection 
between !be inner problem<; of the Party and the oom3nds or 
the Pi.,Umontese proletariat 

The oWfwhel lllir~ ma,jority of !he meml>ers .of the CPo of 
Italy are demon';; Much remame<.! 11\ lI'e o,rnmurllst In lernOl",,,,,1 
.fter the LcW>.om ColII(<c:ss' he.de<! by fiWlIcrous of IIle old 
le,di'l!! COTTII1Id", of !be Socialist party C~nnari. I\l;ornblnl. 
lIom"a",~ Mbiano, Sal.."do,..,. Gn07jadel ~tc. 

Witt.lut a lidl C<m1f!1"Chel\li:ion of the various clements C<)fI1. 

I"""i~ the Cr. <:>f Italy it is imp<:.ssible to ImdeT$l.n d either its 
crises ff its prese!rt ililuaooo. 

The . ituati(l" wag made WOfse 13<1 year by the affiliation of 
tho:: - rraellon of th. TIl. Tntorn:lllonal" of,hI' " Maxin .. '''', Parll'" 
Ie) us. This "Fractioo of the , ilL ImerMtionar (omlefly carried 
on biller pelS"""! and $OChman ",n~<s ""dun lhe M"-'<111lOl,st 
P'rty; it tbls "'ith tho fial<lamontal qllOSti<;OIS (If Il(lli cy and 
c.-ganis:;lion ag being of secondary impor1ance. 

For installce tbere is a Grnlad.~J 'fU"Slion, We ha\'e to 
combat tho deviations spread abrood In h,s las! txx>k. It wculd 
be "T<lfl.Q; to assert that COftlnlde Gra2iadei is a pOlitical o:IanRer. 
and . dlOt his revisionist concepti,.., <:>f Marxism ~'mld ~,o"'te 
an ldo(lIQl':ical Cllm;:m. RU! Ius "'forism nnJl.ht C<)IIUlbUle to 
strefllitthen the Ri,Q;hl tender.;ies still concealed in the Party. 

Tho .ffilialicn (If the "Fraction of the Ill. Intem.lional", which 
has retained its Ma.'<imalist charaet<:r to a great degree. migh t 
even afford the Ri&ht ten&ncies a certain organisatory basis 

It "'!tit be I(tanted in j.."",era/ that a Rll!ht dallj.. .... is probaUe 
in our Party. The muse$, disappointed by the fAilt .. es of the 
''cOtl.!\ltuti,..ta1 OWOSI\lon" (of the SOClali* and l;>ourxeQis). 
have str.:uned into ow: I'flrty and stre'~~telled i~ but not 10 
the exteru to which they h.'I\'e streMl'led to FIW:isrn, whioh has 
succeeded in estahli,hiflli: itself In thi, situatioo • RiWlt wi~ 
might easily OOlIte into e,ollenee - if it docs not e.'<lSI already -
wt!lolt, <i<spruri"!; of bei"!; able to ovcnhrow the ~lW:ist reglme 
rapidly enough, aOOpts a pohey of pusmty which would mal:.e 
il pa;sible fOl tho bowgeOlsl. 10 "-""Ieil ~Le proletanal for an\l· 
FOSC!st election n""()OllVI'OS. In any cas\l. tho Party nnt>t recog_ 
nise that the RiWlt danger . is a prob;lbility, and must first meet 
":"$ dm'!!",- Ly ;"J""IOS;~01 ",n"""c¢, I.,,,... ,r "=....-y, ".;,(, d,,, 
aId of discipl",ary IncasUI"" 

'11,. dang~c fTOrn tho Righi is merely probAble, whil st t/ .. l 
fTOm tho l.fll IS obvious. Th,s "eft dru'@l;L" form, an obstacle to 
the development of the Party 11 must therefore be combatted by 
1,-o,'&gaIHia and by ]>Oi ,I,cal aChQn 11-0; aChon token by tho 
~E~III Lefl" threatens the mnty of ow: organisation, for it 
srrive$ to form a party within the Party, and 10 repl.oe party 
disciplin e by fr",\lon diS<lpline. We have not the s1~ht<::l t wish 
10 break WIth round. Bordi)(a :Uld those who call th,,:mselves 
his mends. Nor do we seek to aller the fi lllilarretll$ of the 
Party as cr. ated at the Le!l;hom COflIitress and confinned at the 
Ronte COIlJI,Te;;s. Whal We must demand is that Our Party ~ 
not e<:fltem itself "ith a mechanical affiliation to lhe Cornnnllli$1 
International, but actually appropriates the principl~ and disci· 
!-Un. of tite COIlUI~ .. n Bul m aCluaI fa~t !Xl % of ow: Pflrty 
members, if not more. h"ve today no knowled!(c whatevor of the 
methods of OQI;anisation ~ which cur relations to the Inler· 
national are based. We bdieve tllOt we shall arrive "I ar, w><lcr­
standifllit "ih Comrade Rocdll!'l, aM we mL$! that bo belie,"CS 
this a well, aM as desirous of it as ,,'e are 

The C P. of U~1y will hold its Conr~r<noe s1lortly. In the 
,tisc,,;;;ion prccednlJ< the Party Conferenc<: we ;;hall have to deal 
with the present political silll3tion and the ta~ of the Party 
in Italy Since the lasl jJI'ltliame rrtary elections tile CP. of Italy has 
been carrylng on enet)':enc pohncal work, pMticipaled in by 
nlQO!;\ of its "",m);us Thanks to this work. the Party hag mpled its 
membership. Our Party has shov.l l much enezp;y arL<1 realisatiOlI 
of acnw ities in lJre11chi'll( the problem of rC\'olllhon in Ilaly as 
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Introduction 
 
How is Antonio Gramsci remembered today?  More to the point, how should he be 
remembered?  By drawing on the insights of Gramsci himself, this article proposes an 
interpretive stance which might allow for a more sensitive historiological treatment of his 
intellectual legacy than we have sometimes witnessed in the last few decades.  It argues 
Gramsci's mature writing imparts a method for textual interpretation that allows for the 
precise location of the meaning and function of his ideas.   
     
Gramsci has attracted intense interest in academia since his Prison Notebooks (Quaderni) 
were first published in English in 1971.  Much of the flurry of subsequent literature is a 
credit-worthy attempt to recover the meaning of his work and its significance in the 
contemporary world (see Martin, 2002; Morton, 2003).  However, others have identified 
certain ambiguities in order to modify Gramsci to the support of their particular 
preoccupations and assumptions (i.e., Laclau and Mouffe, 1985).  This is problematic on 
methodological grounds.   
 
Whilst there is some appeal in not ‘closing the circle’ and leaving Gramsci’s work open-
ended, any dismissal of the historical context of his intellectual output runs the risk of 
sacrificing the original author's meaning and intent.  There is always an intimate relationship 
between ideas and extant conditions.  Gramsci stressed this repeatedly in his interpretation, 
for example, of the neo-Hegelian philosopher Benedetto Croce (1866-1952), Machiavelli, 
Marx and many others.  Therefore, why not apply Gramsci to Gramsci?  Here, Stuart Hall 
writes: “[i]t is, after all, Gramsci himself who first taught us how to ‘read Gramsci’” (1991:7).  
Moreover, Hall continues: “[Gramsci] made it possible for us to read Marx again, in a new 
way” (1991:8).  What all this means, though, is open to debate.   
 
For Gramsci, Marxism represents the culmination of a historical struggle for ‘self-
consciousness’ which enables the human mass to understand itself and point out to it what it 
is capable of becoming.  Indeed, Gramsci’s work within Marxism is largely a refinement of 
the assumption that the body of ideas it represents is the philosophy of the proletariat, the 
advanced historical force.  Laclau and Mouffe’s (1985) work has moved the debate on, and 
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once assumed a sort of vanguard trend in Gramscian studies that strips Marxism and indeed 
Gramsci of all social and historical location.  It entails the association of Gramsci’s Marxism 
with the deconstructive epistemology of postmodernism in various ways, bringing forth 
‘post-Marxism’.  This attempt at Kuhnian (Kuhn, 1970) ‘paradigm-busting’ renders the 
current condition of the Marxist tradition - to which Gramsci undoubtedly belongs – an 
exercise in reaction (Daly, 1999:62); Enlightenment metaphysics (Daly, 1994:178); modernist 
idealism (Docherty, 1996:71); or as Sim, (2000:35) puts it “control freakery”.  It seems to me 
that the weak spot in all of this is its inherent a-historicism.  Post-Marxism offers no account 
of history and yet it seeks to experiment with the ideas of a great, if not the greatest, 
historicist.     
 
  
Current Uses (and Misuses?) of Gramsci 
 
 How is Gramsci remembered today?  To a significant extent, the answer merely requires 
us to observe how Gramsci’s ideas are being currently used.  Generally speaking, Gramsci 
was a class agent in the Leninist tradition, and yet much contemporary literature defuses the 
true character of his radicalism and smoothes his transition into mainstream political science, 
sociology, and what has become ‘cultural studies’.   
 
As Boggs (1984:282-3) anticipated, leftists in academia today seeking to maintain critical bite, 
but wishing to relinquish the ontological baggage of historical materialism (i.e. Laclau & 
Mouffe, 1985), have seized on the thrust of Gramsci’s anti-economism, albeit without the 
originator’s strict historiological qualifications.  The assumption appears to be that Gramsci’s 
work on hegemony alone provides a de-ontological platform for social, political and cultural 
analysis which can be readily adapted to the current postmodern intellectual turn. This is all 
very well, as nothing is sacred, but can it be said to properly derive from Gramsci?  
Gramsci’s schema is so loaded with potential it can, it seems, be made to mean anything at 
all.  As David Harris notes, to be Gramscian today could mean to be an advocate of a good 
many strategies of ‘enrichment’ of the founder of the school of thought, and yet nothing at 
all definitive (1992:27).  In many ways this is true of Laclau and Mouffe (1985), who invoke 
the authority of Gramsci in replacing class struggle with a determinant-free, antagonistic 
politics.   
 
Gramsci’s current usage is not entirely heterodox.  He undoubtedly shares with the Cultural 
Studies fraternity, and indeed the early Frankfurt School, concern for the role of the cultural 
and ideological dimensions of social life in moulding consensus, and that society has to be 
viewed therefore in Hegelian terms as a ‘divided unity’.  Indeed, this is the underlying 
assumption of Stuart Hall’s activity at the University of Birmingham.  Yet, as Dworkin 
points out, cultural studies has tended to analyse the question, and to see the potential for 
creating subversive identities, increasingly from the subjective and secondary perspective of 
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products and consumerism, not production itself (1997:5-6).  Harris puts it wryly: “[w]e have 
heard a good deal about the proletarian shopper” (1992:205).  
 
In a sense, with the demand for Marxists to think creatively, Gramsci’s current popularity in 
the academy is a consequence of his bid to upgrade Marxism for the twentieth century.  No 
less a figure than Althusser says that Gramsci provides “completely original… insights into 
the problem… of the superstructures” (Althusser, 1965:114).  This is amplified by a number 
of seasoned contemporary scholars (Buci-Glucksmann, 1982; Showstack Sassoon, 1980; 
Dimitrakos, 1986; Anderson, 1976; Femia, 1975:45; Hoffman, 1984; Mercer, 1980; Bobbio, 
1979; etc).  At bottom, Gramsci's great feat was to adapt Marx and Engels to the Hegelian 
concept of civil society and the role of ideas in securing the state such that ideas were to 
receive dialectical parity with economics.  However, Texier reminds us that this certainly 
does not mean that Gramsci takes us back to the Hegelian ‘man standing on his head’ and a 
“disembodied” conception of human creativity (1979:60).     
 
It should be acknowledged, however, that a consequence of Gramsci’s elevation of 
subjective factors to dialectical parity with infrastructures is debate concerning his epistemic 
trajectory.  This coincides today with the supposed arrival of a postmodern condition.  
Indeed, based on the textual flavour of his prison writing it has been said that Gramsci is a 
precursor of the postmodern turn (Landry, 2000:145; Smart, 1986:161).  Of course, the 
would-be postmodernisation of Gramsci represents an outgrowth of his ideas on ideology 
and the construction of identity, which is at least in part open to the contingency of political 
organisation, rather than the spontaneous product of the ‘relations of production’ we find in 
Marx’s 1859 Preface to A Critique of Political Economy.   
 
Gramsci rejects Croce’s notion that thinking is divided into separate categories of activity 
(the practical, the aesthetic, and so on) such that it is ultimately possible to formulate an 
autonomous discursive line of politics.  However, whilst politics and economics are 
ultimately inseparable from the historical totality of social existence, as animated practices 
engaging social power they do assume significantly different operational characteristics.  
Gramsci states:   

 
[p]olitics becomes permanent action and gives birth to permanent organisations precisely in so far as it 
identifies itself with economics.  But it is also distinct from it, which is why one may speak separately of 
economics and politics, and speak of “political passion” as of an immediate impulse to action which is 
born on the ‘‘permanent and organic’’ terrain of economic life but which transcends it, bringing into 
play emotions and aspirations in whose incandescent atmosphere even calculations involving the 
individual human life itself obey different laws from those of individual profit, etc (Gramsci, 1971:139-
40). 

 

Yet, at the same time Gramsci wished to avoid dialectical ‘one-sidedness’.  Indeed, here 
Laclau is wrong to suggest that Gramsci “asserted [the] primacy of politics” (Laclau, 
1996:62).  With probably the revolutionary syndicalist Georges Sorel (1847-1922) in mind, 
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Gramsci immediately counter-posed the error of economic determinism with its opposite: a 
tendency to excesses of voluntaristic “desires and passions” he dubbed “ideologism” 
(Gramsci, 1971:178-9).  For Gramsci, excesses of eco-determinant and politico-voluntarist 
kinds are equally dialectically inert.  Gramsci brings the Cartesian duality (the material and 
thinking realms of existence) into dialectical reciprocation.  He acknowledges that ideology 
and the knowledge that informs it has no autonomous existence (Morera, 2000:43-5).  He 
saw ideas as material forces in the sense that they become attached to specific social forces 
pre-formed in the productive world, historically (Gramsci, 1971:165).  What Gramsci refers 
to as history in this regard is “determined social relations”; relations, by virtue of practiced 
and learned ideological articulations, which become an accurate basis for political action 
(Gramsci, 1971:133).  His point is that social relations are determined economically but not 
historical outcomes per se.  It is only when ideas become attached to these social relations 
that historical movement can occur.  In this case, ideas have to refer directly to certain social 
forces.  They must appeal to a ‘being’ already formed or in the process of being formed, 
historically.  In this sense ideas become attached to the conditions, will, aspirations, and so 
on, which result from the occupation of a certain pre-existing position in the social world.  
Not surprisingly, we find an insistence on this material grounding in Gramsci’s use of the 
term ‘hegemony’: 

 
[al]though hegemony is ethico-political, it must also be economic, must necessarily be based on the 
decisive function exercised by the leading group in the decisive nucleus of economic activity (Gramsci, 
1971:161).   
   

The key phrase here is: “must necessarily be based”.  The task is to bring into dialectical 
reciprocation ‘being’ and ‘consciousness’.  This stems from Gramsci's recognition that the 
concept of being refers to socio-historical location – a product of involuntary productive 
configuration.  By contrast, the question of consciousness, or one’s conception of self, is 
moulded in a contested hegemonic (political) environment that is to some extent voluntary 
in that persuasion rather than force is the characteristic determinant.  Here, of course, Laclau 
and Mouffe detect a point of entry for their deconstructionist politics.   
 
Gramsci seems at once to be moving in the direction of contingency and yet he remains 
anchored to the basic assumptions of historical materialism – his 'in the last instance' 
economism.  By removing this remaining (and, by Laclau and Mouffe's account, redundant) 
economic vestige the hegemonic discourse is now freed of all socio-historical referents and 
occupies its own wholly autonomous space.  Yet, hermeneutically speaking, this re-reading 
of Gramsci denudes its originator’s notion of hegemony of its historiological orientation.  
The act of freeing the hegemonic discourse incurs the price of historiological abstraction.  In 
other words, the ultimate means employed by Gramsci to map hegemony is relinquished.   
 
Post-Marxism is thus wholly devoid of a theory of history or indeed any epistemic references 
employed by Gramsci to render hegemony and its political usage intelligible (Greaves, 
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2009:38).  Laclau and Mouffe effectively strip hegemony of any extra-discursive structural 
implication; in keeping with the postmodern turn, the discourse is given to refer to nothing 
outside of itself (Laclau & Mouffe, 1985:85).  To assume otherwise, of course, would return 
the authors to the very essentialism they seek to avoid, and indeed to that which Gramsci is 
criticised for retaining (Lacalu & Mouffe, 1985:69).  Gramsci does provide a nuanced 
approach to class politics with the concept of ‘historical bloc’, but he makes no attempt to 
escape socio-economic class as an ontological referent.  For example, Gramsci writes of 
hegemony as “direction”/“domination” (Gramsci, 1971:12-13).  This begs an elementary 
political question: who is doing the directing/dominating and who is directed/dominated?  
Again, the answer Gramsci consistently supplies in his prison writing is that for hegemony to 
be historically significant it must become attached to historically specific ‘organic’ interests; 
those corresponding to a historical level of development in socialised production.  By way of 
an example, Gramsci observes the new Fordist techniques of assembly-line production then 
underway in the US.  The significance of this imposition is that it creates an immediate 
deficit of ideological regulation: since the workers cannot be prevented from thinking, and 
thus fomenting ad hoc feelings of anti-conformist sentiment corresponding, albeit perhaps 
imprecisely, but corresponding nonetheless, to a perceived reduction in their human status 
to that of the “trained gorilla” (Gramsci, 1985: 310).  This crisis had to be addressed by the 
owners of this mode of production by promoting Fordism somehow as morally and 
rationally digestible to the workers, and indeed the entire historical bloc.  This is done either 
directly, or, more likely, indirectly via the cadre of intellectuals acting as appointed 
‘mediators’ for the dominant group (Gramsci, 1971: 12).  
 
The inescapable upshot here is that ideology in the form of hegemony remains class-
necessitarian for Gramsci.  He rules out hegemony as non-political, spontaneous reflection, 
but it is nonetheless, like all things political, born out of necessity for direction imposed de 
factum on the historical bloc by the developing impulses of economic life.  For Gramsci, 
hegemony in all its complexity merely represents the political attempt to regulate (and out of 
necessity continually amend itself) according to the suggestions imposed by the economy.  
Hegemony becomes the only means to render history intelligible; by the same token history 
is the only means to render hegemony intelligible: 
 

[The] material forces are the content and ideologies are the form, though this distinction between form 
and content has purely didactic value, since the material forces would be inconceivable historically 
without form and the ideologies would be individual fancies without the material forces (Gramsci, 
1971:377).    

 
Laclau and Mouffe's work on post-Marxist theory has been useful perhaps in necessitating a 
reconsideration of who Gramsci was and what he was actually saying, but it remains unclear 
who post-Marxist theory is addressing.  Indeed, this is undoubtedly the first question Gramsci 
would ask of it.  For Gramsci, hegemony is free in the moment of its construction but it can 
only posit itself meaningfully as ‘truth’ by attachment to the socio-historical reality that firstly 
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initiates the need for it.  If it fails in this regard it is ‘inorganic’ (a-historical) and quickly 
forgotten: 

   
[i]t is evident that [the superstructure] cannot just happen “arbitrarily”, around any ideology, simply 
because of the formally constructive will of a personality or a group which puts it forward solely on the 
basis of its own fanatical philosophical… convictions.  Mass adhesion or non-adhesion to an ideology is 
the real critical test of the rationality and historicity of modes of thinking.  Any arbitrary constructions 
are pretty rapidly eliminated by historical competition, even if sometimes, through a combination of 
immediately favourable circumstances, they manage to enjoy popularity of a kind; whereas constructions 
which respond to the demands of a complex organic period of history always impose themselves and 
prevail in the end (Gramsci, 1971:341). 

 
Roger Simon (1991) brings out another dubious assumption.  He locates Gramsci within the 
revolutionary upheavals of the early twentieth century.  However, he then argues that in the 
aftermath of revolutionary failure in Italy Gramsci recognises that history is “not going that 
way” (Simon, 1991:115).  In other words, Simon assumes that Gramsci concluded that 
revolution was not going to happen and he thus set out on an alternative course.  In short, 
Simon implies that Gramsci ended his life a non-revolutionary reformist.   
 
In this regard, Simon takes Gramsci’s concept of ‘war of position’ as connoting a strategic 
political distinction from the ‘war of movement’ of the Russian October Revolution of 1917 
(Simon, 1991:18).  Gramsci did certainly introduce the concept of ‘war of position’ into the 
Marxist vocabulary, but Simon is wrong to imply that this led him to advocate a reformist 
political outlook.  On the contrary, as Ernest Mandel states: 

 
there is not the slightest evidence that Gramsci ever abandoned the conception that the socialist 
revolution implies the destruction of the bourgeois state apparatus (1978:201). 
 

Simon’s point rather typifies not so much the way history has gone, but the recent fate of the 
Gramscian legacy.  A distinct fracture has emerged between Gramsci’s complementary 
revolutionary strategies – those of wars of ‘position’ and ‘manoeuvre’ – which are taken to 
mean either ‘reform’ or ‘revolution’.  This misreads Gramsci’s argument.  The dispute it 
seems centres on a seeming fetishisation of the war of position tactic.  Indeed, how is this 
fought?  Who is doing the fighting?      
 
The war of manoeuvre is the classical Leninist assault and seizure of the instruments of 
capitalist oppression – the state.  In the aftermath of defeats in Italy and other advanced 
European countries, Gramsci realised that the revolutionary strategy had to include an attack 
on the consenting (hegemonic) components of state: 

 
The State was only an outer ditch, behind which there stood a powerful system of fortresses and 
earthworks: more or less numerous from one State to the next, it goes without saying — but this 
precisely necessitated an accurate reconnaissance of each individual country (Gramsci, 1971:238). 
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War of position is aimed at the fortresses and earthworks - an advanced assault on the 
consent mechanisms of the capitalist state.  Naturally, the means by which consent is 
generated will vary between western states.  This is what Gramsci means by his otherwise 
odd analogy that whilst all water is “H2O”, there are an infinite variety of “waters” 
(1995:305).     
 
In the light of revolutionary failure in Italy, Gramsci was brought to a more sophisticated 
appreciation of how the capitalist actively wins and maintains political power, and this is the 
basis of his unique contribution to Marxist theory.  His insights were intended to better 
equip the working class in its struggle to alter the course of history.  Gramsci sought to 
elaborate the Marxian problematic of subjective consciousness and its control in 
revolutionary situations and to include certain social forces not automatically included in the 
progressive historical thrust, such as the peasantry.  However, his was not an argument for 
consensual reformism in states with reasonably established parliamentary systems; his 
analysis remains fundamentally class-antagonistic and revolutionary in the full Leninist sense 
of the term.   
 
In this regard, Gramsci studied Italy’s idiosyncrasies.  He found that Italians had not made a 
nation of themselves as much as an ‘empire’ within state boundaries.  He noticed that the 
Italian capitalist class of the north of the country provided leadership that thrived upon the 
surreptitious monopolisation of culture in which the south was dismissed as “heathen and 
primitive” (King, 1987:12).  In perpetrating a common conviction that ‘high culture’, in 
terms of literature and art, and so forth, represented innate national properties, domination 
was effected by the leading social elements of society toward its masses (Dombroski, 
1986:113).  The masses themselves remained either non-contributory and ambivalent toward 
the higher national-cultural mysteries, or became imitative of them.  In both cases, the 
leading group’s hold on culture went unchallenged, particularly by the predominantly 
agrarian southern mass of Italy.  The point here is that cultural domination assumes political 
form as ‘capital’ once removed (or disguised) from production.   
 
That culture is once removed from economic determination has led to an understandable 
attraction to the semiotic and linguistic dimensions of Gramsci’s hegemonic theory (Ives, 
2004; Holub, 1992).  This is, of course, particularly pertinent to the national question in 
Gramsci’s thinking.   
 

Gramsci addressed the problem of national integration and exposed those features unique to 
Italy, but offered a theoretical pattern that may be applied elsewhere in corresponding 
circumstances.  Admittedly though, there was little time in his relatively short life to move on 
from the morass of national questions in which he had become immersed and the 
development of his internationalism undoubtedly suffered as a result (Harman, 1978:14).  
For good reasons, therefore, the essential Italian character of Gramsci’s Marxism is 
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emphasised in Salamini (1981); Cammett (1967); Pozzolini (1970); Boggs (1976 & 1984); 
Showstack Sassoon (1980); Joll (1977); Bellamy (2002); and Anderson (1976).   

Yet, by its nature, much of the work on Gramsci today in the Anglo-Saxon world that is 
Marxist, non-Marxist or post-Marxist, appears to reject this reading.  In one sense, this 
aspect of current analysis is promising.  Marxists need not retreat with Gramsci into 
specifically national relativity in order to preserve his intellectual character.  Gramsci’s 
political imagination was expansionary.  One could indeed call it internationalist to a level in 
which it rivals the position of Trotsky.  This was certainly the view of Gramsci 
contemporary Angelo Tasca (Spriano, 1979:131).  Gramsci was outward looking, as his 
practical activities in trying to balance the needs of the Italian proletariat with that of the 
Comintern indicate.  He argued that: 

 
[e]very relationship of “hegemony” is necessarily an educational relationship and occurs not only within 
a nation, between the various forces of which the nation is composed, but in the international and 
world-wide field, between complexes of national and continental civilisations (Gramsci, 1971:350). 

 
Gramsci did not seek to elevate national factors over the greater global designs of 
communism initiated by Marx.  He merely wished to demonstrate the necessity to take into 
account contradictory national factors and thus to avoid crass generalisations that actually 
obstructed the global ambitions he otherwise supported. 
 
 
An Approach to Intellectual Archaeology 
 

EH Carr has written that there is “an unending dialogue between the present and the 
past… between the historian and his facts” (1961:30).  This is true, but how do we locate the 
facts?  How can we be sure we have them?   
 

Clearly under the influence of Gramsci’s contemporary Croce, RG Collingwood in An 
Autobiography (1939) argues that the historical actor must be seen as a ‘problem-solver’ and 
thus, in many respects, the study of history and philosophy correlate (1939:77).  The 
problems preoccupying the thinker condition the thought and the thought reflects an 
attempt to address the condition.  In The Idea of History (1946), Collingwood advocates an 
empathetic approach to the study of history; we must attempt to enter the mind of the 
historical subject and locate the active contextual factors which caused an author to commit 
word to paper.  In recent times, Quentin Skinner has become the inheritor of this 
‘interpretative’ method.  In The Foundation of Modern Political Thought (1978), Skinner 
summarises his method as an attempt to interpret the historical text in the context of the 
“general social and intellectual matrix” at large (1978:x).  “I begin”, he says, “by discussing 
what I judge to be the most relevant characteristics of the societies in and for which they 
originally wrote” (1978:x-xi).  In other words, Skinner argues for a relativistic approach to 
the historical exercise in which we are warned of the need to suppress our tendencies to 
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invest texts of the past with claims and assumptions the original author could not foresee 
from his/her historical standpoint.  We must search instead for the prevailing political, social 
and ideological climate in which the text was produced in order to recover the relationship 
between historical theory and historical practice (Skinner, 1978:xiii).  This compels us to 
discover why a text was produced in the way it was produced, at whom it was aimed, for 
what it was intended, and so forth.  To Skinner political thought has no innate and timeless 
quality to it; its historical context provides its only intelligible standpoint.  

‘Contextual relativism’ calls, therefore, for the ‘historicisation’ of the subject for the risks are 
these.  Firstly, we are in danger of transmitting to the past something of ourselves and of the 
present.  That is to say, we risk judgement with hindsight and certain developmental 
advantages the original thinker had no knowledge of and/or could not foresee.  Here, 
methodologically speaking, we might become ‘tourists’ lost without bearings in an unfamiliar 
location or, worse, insensitive ‘colonials’ seeking some trans-historical exportation of would-
be universal mores and understandings.  Secondly, we run the risk of wrenching 
incongruously into the present a portion of the past, putting us in mind of the ‘plundering’ 
that frequently passed as Egyptology in the nineteenth century and indeed the current ethical 
debate surrounding the Ancient Greek artefacts, the Elgin Marbles.   

However, having insisted on unlimited historical and contextual sensitivity, Skinner at least 
would be prepared to leave it at that.  Yet, what has been largely overlooked it seems is that 
Gramsci’s pursues this historiological methodology initiated originally by Croce, but, in 
adapting it to historical materialism, takes us much further than non-Marxist contextualist 
schools in our understanding of the ‘problems’ philosophy seeks to address.   

Gramsci’s notion ‘war of position’ is in effect the barometer of the condition of class war in 
a given era.  It reflects a battle for supremacy fought with hegemonic weaponry.  Hegemony 
at its highest and most coherent form is expressed in philosophy; this then becomes the 
intellectual armament to establish a way of life conducive to the interests of certain socio-
economic classes in a given epoch.  Political thought of the past thus becomes an expression 
of a greater underlying conflict.  As Gramsci writes: 

[t]he philosophy of an historical epoch is… nothing other than the “history” of that epoch itself, 
nothing other than the mass of variations that the leading group has succeeded in imposing on 
preceding reality (1971:345). 

 
Gramsci demands that the exploration of intellectual history takes account of not just its 
context but, specifically, its ‘hegemonic context’.  Thus, ‘truth’ is ‘historical truth’ in the 
sense that, at any point in time, it reflects a view of the world that has been successfully 
imposed on society sufficient to hold together the various heterogeneous class elements of a 
‘historical bloc’.  In other words, class war takes shape in economic life but is expressed in 
the superstructure.  In fact, there are competing superstructures, some more coherent than 
others, borne on the terrain of differing experiences within the dialectical totality of the 
historical bloc.   A philosophy might be ingenious but it is little more than the theorisation 
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of extant experience, or that already suggested by life.  The great task of a philosophy such as 
Marxism is to create conditions which will allow it to become critical, then to pass into 
general hegemonic currency for the whole of society, much, for example, as the ideas of 
Adam Smith, John Locke and JS Mill have accomplished for western liberal-capitalist 
culture. 
 
The history of ideas and philosophy in general is now tied by Gramsci to specific historical 
situations in which there is always an extant struggle to control popular beliefs and to 
consolidate a culture, not only in legality, but morally and ethically according to class 
interests.  In this way, Gramsci arrives at his assessment mentioned before that “ideas are 
themselves material forces” (Gramsci, 1971:165).   
 
Hence, for Gramsci, the historical text is related to material forces in that it is essentially a 
record of the attempt by one group in an economically conflictive society to stamp its values 
and interests on another by voluntary means.  Truth is therefore not eternal but qualified as a 
practical matter mediated by its dialectical insertion into the living reality of an epoch.  The 
written historical work in itself becomes an indicator of this attempt; an expression of the 
perceived needs of the social conditions in which it was produced.   
 
Of course, some ideologies reflect meaningful situations whilst others are wholly ephemeral.  
As discussed above, Gramsci provides the means to determine the difference by locating 
their socio-historical attachment to ‘organic’ forces, to the concrete needs of competing 
groups in the historical bloc. 
 
Hence, history does not merely relate to itself such that those who seek to understand it 
become inevitably caught up in an endless vortex of methodological relativity.  The class-
relative attribution of hegemony emerges as a historical constant in itself.  To Gramsci, 
history is certainly anything but a random and fathomless succession of accidents and 
occurrences of local and unconnected determination.  As Dimitrakos argues, Gramsci did 
not give equal weight to all ideologies in their cultural possibilities; class struggle and ideas 
associated with it were his objective historical points of reference (Dimitrakos, 1986:465).  
Therefore, any methodological relativism that exists in Gramsci that might allow for his 
transportation to different historical locations (i.e., the supposed postmodern) is immediately 
checked by his historicism.  In this sense, the organic function of postmodern ideology 
would need to be located.  Again, in this regard, to whom, and for whom, does post-
Marxism speak?    
 
I would argue that Gramsci’s Quaderni writing ought to be approached in this general vein; 
since it cannot be claimed that the author was unaware of the precise historical function for 
which they were intended.  There are other specific issues to be addressed in Gramsci's 
mature work, but this tends to support the overall point. 
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Reading the Quaderni – Expediency, Cryptology, Continuity 
 

At least some of the ongoing ambiguity surrounding Gramsci results from his prison 
writing which, following its publication in Italian in 1951, is often read as ‘text’ and not 
‘history’.  Subsequently, in 1971, the original Italian version of the Quaderni del carcere was 
selected, edited and translated into English by Quinton Hoare and Geoffrey Nowell Smith, 
as Selections from the Prison Notebooks of Antonio Gramsci.  I have encountered no direct criticism 
of this work.  It was sensitively and intelligently undertaken, and the editors made no attempt 
to make light of the now notorious problems they encountered in attempting to set the notes 
in order and minimise the losses incurred in translation.  Although inevitably ‘selective’, the 
finished work does appear both thorough and punctilious – note, for example, the copious 
editorial footnotes.  Mention should be made also of Hoare’s very helpful Introduction. 
 
At the time of writing, three volumes of a proposed five volume full English translation of 
the prison notebooks, in sequence, is underway by Gramsci scholar, Joseph A. Buttigieg 
(1992, 1996, 2007). These contain rich and detailed background notes on European and 
Italian intellectual cultural and political milieu in which Gramsci was writing while in prison. 
If anything these notes are more comprehensive than the 1971 Selections and the reader 
glimpses the evolution of Gramsci’s overall schema with some early notes being revisited in 
later notebooks. Similarly, Derek Boothman (1995) has edited and translated a fresh 
selection of the Quaderni from the originals held in the specially dedicated Il Fondazione Istituto 
di Gramsci (Gramsci Institute) in Rome.  Boothman’s selection has, for example, provided 
even greater insights into Gramsci’s intellectual relationship with Croce, and translation of 
material new to English readers is very much to be welcomed, but the benefits for 
Gramscian discussion may take some time to mature. 
 
It nonetheless remains the case that to the Anglo-Saxon world, at least, the edited English 
version of the Notebooks has come to represent something of a definitive manual of 
Gramsci’s thought.  Yet despite the best efforts of Hoare and Nowell Smith, the Notebooks 
remain wayward and fragmentary, understandably so; they were certainly never intended for 
publishing as they are.  Indeed, in this regard, an almost anticipatory Gramsci issues a 
caution.  When reading the historical text: 

 
[a] distinction should… be made within the work of the thinker under consideration between those 
works which he has carried through to the end and published himself or those which remain 
unpublished, because incomplete, and those which were published by a friend or disciple, but not 
without revisions, rewritings, cuts, etc., or in other words not without the active intervention of a 
publisher or editor.  It is clear that the content of posthumous works has to be taken with great 
discretion and caution, because it cannot be considered definitive but only as material still being 
elaborated and still provisional.  One should not exclude the possibility that these works, particularly if 
they have been a long time in the making and if the author never decided to finish them, might have 
been repudiated or deemed unsatisfactory in whole or in part by the author (Gramsci, 1971:384). 
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From the outset, then, it is perhaps arguable that current disputes concerning the meaning of 
Gramsci’s prison writing can be attributed in part to the fact that its author was not at the 
same time its editor.  At a minimum, the posthumous collation of fragmented notes is not 
automatically conducive to a tightly argued, rigorous and integrated argument in which the 
author’s thought can be easily tracked thematically.  Verdicchio seems to be correct in 
stating: 

 
Gramsci’s work does not represent a theoretical body, but presents a theoretical stance that, by not 
delineating or centering itself as a proponent of a strong “theory”, leaves its readers the possibility of 
interpretation and expansion.  Of course, this also leaves room for what may be called 
“misunderstanding” (1995:173). 
 

However, he continues: 
 
 ... as a whole the Gramscian corpus is an intricate set of details in which every fragment participates, 
thereby resulting in much less ambiguity than one might expect (1995:173). 

 
I take this to be correct, but Verdicchio might have expanded his point.  We could argue that 
what he calls the ‘Gramscian corpus’ must include his (Gramsci’s) earlier, pre-prison writing.  
This tells us of the importance of his historical conditions and its impact on his thinking, his 
major theoretical preoccupations, his politics and so forth.  A mental picture of Gramsci the 
theoretical and practical man does not form so readily on the sole basis of the Quaderni 
writings for they were never intended to be definitive.   
 
Gramsci’s early writing is important because, through it, we can observe the events, 
preoccupations and theoretical struggles he tries to resolve later in prison.  It provides also 
an invaluable insight into his intellectual character, often stated in uncompromising and 
unrestrained language and style (see Passolini, 1982:180-5).  There is far less attention to 
actual ‘will’ in the prison writings and much more of an elaboration of the difficulties 
standing in opposition to it as, generally speaking, a drier philosophical and theoretical 
undertaking.  Indeed, Femia has argued that the early and later Gramsci are distinguishable 
(1998:82).  It is true, for example, that Gramsci becomes more interested in Machiavelli in 
prison and that he never writes about factory councils again.  However, there is no 
suggestion that the overall character of the Quaderni is dislocated from class struggle.    
 
On encountering the Quaderni, it is immediately apparent that there is a remarkable change of 
style in Gramsci's writing when compared to the firebrand syntax of L’Ordine Nuouvo period 
of the early 1920s.   The most obvious explanation for this is expediency.  In prison, 
Gramsci employs benign language in order that he might continue his important work 
unhindered and avoid being denied certain reading and writing materials.  Apparently, the 
prison-censor was uninitiated in ‘Gramscian studies’ and not surprisingly easily outwitted.  
For much of it, Gramsci manages to make his writings appear as an exercise in philosophical 
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navel-gazing, that is, when they were clearly designed to enable the workers’ struggle in Italy 
to continue with updated theoretical weaponry.      
 
Indeed, considering the pamphleteering style of Gramsci's early political writing, it is 
immediately apparent that nowhere in the prison notebooks does he sound explicitly like the 
communist revolutionary he was.  Here we might offer a rather crude but effective 
illustration.  In his Lyons Theses, written for the Partito Communista d'Italia (PCd’I) congress of 
1926, Gramsci writes: 

 
[t]he transformation of the communist parties, in which the vanguard of the working class is assembled, 
into Bolshevik parties can be considered at the present moment as the fundamental task of the 
Communist International.  This task must be related to the historical development of the international 
workers’ movement, and in particular to the struggle which has taken place within it between Marxism 
and the currents which represented a deviation from the principles and practice of the revolutionary 
class struggle (1978:340). 
 

Many words used above were never penned by Gramsci after imprisonment in 1928, were 
routinely encoded thereafter and disguised, although, to the educated eye, in fairly blatant 
cryptography to deceive the prison censor.  Had such a paragraph as that above occurred in 
the Notebooks, one might venture, it would have appeared something like the following: [t]he 
transformation of the nomenclature for the working mass, in which the vanguard of the 
mass itself is assembled, into Jacobinist tendencies can be considered at the present moment 
as the fundamental task of the international Modern Prince (Comintern).  This task must be 
related to the historical development of the larger mass movement, and in particular to the 
struggle that has taken place within it between the Philosophy of Praxis and the currents that 
represented a deviation from the principles and practice of the historically imminent 
movement.  However, the radical polemicism remains if the historical and thematic context 
of Gramsci's sentences and subject matter of the Quaderni are understood. 
 
Whilst Gramsci’s Quaderni are a profoundly intellectually rewarding experience to read, no 
one can claim that they are immediately accessible.  They are often so steeped in the history 
and historical context of contemporary Italy that in the absence of knowledge of his pre-
prison writing, his political activism and practical conditions, one would find one's self lost 
in what amounts to an 'unfamiliar city' without a map.  Here the only way to navigate would 
be to observe how the ‘streets’ of his often baffling array of ideas relate to one another.  This 
would be a mammoth and doubtless less than successful exercise without some prior 
guidance.  Much of Gramsci's later work on intellectuals and hegemony, for example, relates 
to his observations of Italy’s national revolution and national characteristics, Lenin's 
achievements in Russia, experiments with factory councils and worker democracy, the role 
of the Communist Party, and the rise of fascism. Again, even with Buttigieg’s efforts, it does 
not make for the most accessible reading. 
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Leo Strauss, in Persecution and the Art of Writing (1952) argues that political philosophers of the 
past often wrote against the backdrop of persecution and fear.  This makes it necessary, so 
to speak, to read between the lines.  Gramsci's Quaderni certainly necessitate similar 
treatment.  They are shot through with curious sounding aphorisms, cryptology and 
historically qualified and extremely loaded phrases, often rendering the texts a distinctly 
obscure and deeply academic appearance.   
 
Hence, there are serious methodological preconditions for reading Gramsci's mature writing.  
Verdicchio's point above that the fragments of Gramsci's ideas participate in the whole is an 
extremely sagacious one.  The ideas of the Quaderni inter-lock.  They are nothing like the 
‘pick-and-mix’ they might appear to be such that the various ideas can be lifted and 
abstracted in isolation, as tempting as this might be.  Gramsci's ideas are connected by 
myriad fibres, “as with spaghetti, the attempt to lift bite-sizes from the plate often results in 
lifting too much to manage or nothing at all” (Greaves, 2005:4).  For example, when he 
refers to the political party as the ‘nomenclature of a class’, as he often does, one is 
immediately ushered into accepting an enormous range of practical and philosophical 
assumptions.  Moreover, that the Italian Communist Party might be dubbed the ‘Modern 
Prince’ embodies a quite distinctive interpretation of Machiavelli's original Prince that requires 
us to acknowledge his understanding of Machiavelli's historio-hegemonic function.   
 
Of course, the necessity for all this subterfuge and disguise and the fact that Gramsci was 
not able to present his work as a finished article must have been borne with extreme 
frustration by a man who, more than most, understood the unquestionable need for direct 
communication between workers and intellectuals, or what amounts to his perceived need to 
get his work into popular circulation.  Gramsci understood the need to conceive of the 
workers’ movement as an organic body.  In this regard it was necessary to establish a 
dialogue between the sensual experience of modern capitalist practices and the theoretical 
elements necessary to articulate it.  In this respect, in anticipation of a communist uprising, 
the Italian fascist regime was well advised to gaol Gramsci, although ironically it would 
require his work in gaol to reveal why exactly this was.  Removing Gramsci and his fellow 
‘thinking’ elements from the political scene effectively decapitated the Italian workers’ 
movement.  And, thus, by accident or design the scene was set for Gramsci’s prison writing 
to become subsequently adopted and interpreted by the academy, that is, rather than the 
people for whom it was originally designed and intended – the Italian working classes. 
 
One can only lament the inherent loss of historical grounding this ironic historical twist has 
entailed for much subsequent evaluation of the Quaderni.  If we imagine the Gramsci of the 
prison years in isolation of the rest of his life, then the Quaderni writings would need to be 
taken as an example of miraculous, super-human abstraction.  Yet, it is significant that 
Gramsci himself never accorded this miracle to any of the historical thinkers he most 
admired – i.e., Machiavelli, Marx and Lenin.  As has been said, for Gramsci, all great political 
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thought is essentially an expression of a war of position for intellectual supremacy, but this is 
always rooted in class struggle and the attempt to establish a way of life on behalf of 
identifiable social forces.  This is true of Gramsci also.  That is to say, Gramsci's ideas have 
no independent existence.  They refer continually to the reality of social existence already 
constructed outside of the text itself.   
 
Of course, for Gramsci, what was unique about Marx was that this struggle had finally 
reached the level of ‘self-consciousness’.  Thought had finally reached the stage where it not 
only addressed a historical situation, it was aware of itself as a product of it, and thus what it 
was doing or seeking to do on the ground, in ‘concrete’, as Gramsci was fond of saying. 
 
It therefore must be insisted that Gramsci be read in the same way.  There is no other means 
to effectively map the Quaderni.  Gramsci’s generic philosophical framework had to have 
been in place, if not necessarily formulated in detail, before he was cut-off from his historical 
grounding and imprisoned.  This was necessary because it allowed him to apply his own 
conception of the function of philosophy to operate in terms and conditions he understood.  
In fact, his principal theoretical and strategic conceptions actually germinated in the class 
struggle of the 1920s and came to fruition in his prison notes.  Many notable Gramsci 
experts concur on this point.  For example, Joll (1977:105) states that in prison Gramsci was 
engaged in “analysing the past”; there was “no stupendous rupture in Gramsci’s intellectual 
development since 1919-20” (Davidson, 1977:242); and Hoare writes: 

 
[e]ven some of the most important theoretical formulations of the Prison Notebooks were essentially 
elaborations of conclusions he had reached in the period of his active involvement in the class struggle 
(Introduction to Gramsci, 1978:xxiii).   

 
 
Conclusion 
 
 We ought to be recalling Antonio Gramsci’s work with the same consciousness as 
Gramsci.  Gramsci was acutely aware of the role of ideas in society and thus his ideas were 
‘self-conscious’, or aware of the specific historical terrain that produced them and indeed the 
terrain into which they were to be inserted as dialectical weapons.  That is to say, Gramsci's 
ideas were historiological.  They were addressed to a specific target audience at a particular 
time with a precise purpose in mind.  In fact, Gramsci's prison writing was a continuation of 
class warfare as ‘war of position’, an attack on the consent mechanisms of capitalist 
oppression.  It is Machiavellian in the sense that it reveals to his audience the techniques 
used in the same way that Machiavelli revealed how the Medici family held on to power in 
Florence.  The war of position tactic actually provides Gramsci’s life with intellectual 
continuity and political consistency; even if the nature of the struggle was perceived to have 
changed, struggle between classes was what it was.   
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If this is accepted then we are compelled to read Gramsci with an interpretive strategy that 
acknowledges the hegemonic conditions in which the writing was undertaken (the economic, 
political, social and cultural); we may then question whether what we are doing with Gramsci 
is appropriate, responsible and thus useful.  Contemporary writers should be wary of 
dislocating Gramsci from context.  Ideas are material forces; they speak to and for groups of 
people whose existence and identity are already formed, but through adoption of the right 
description of that identity the determinant levers of history can be controlled.  This was 
always Gramsci’s intention – the complete humanisation of history by virtue of our 
understanding of what history actually is. 
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The Centrality of the State in Neoliberal  
Times: Gramsci and beyond 

 

Peter Mayo 

 

One of the greatest myths being propagated in this contemporary neoliberal scenario is that 
the nation state is no longer the main force in this period characterized by the intensification of 
globalization. Deregulation was brought in by governments to expedite the process where various 
forms of provision, private and formerly public, were left to the market. And yet the credit crunch 
starkly laid bare the folly of this conviction as new forms of regulation are being put in place with 
the state, the national state, intervening to bail out banks and other institutions in this situation. I 
consider this an opportune moment to look at the function of the state and assess its role within the 
contemporary scenario of ‘hegemonic globalization’, to adopt the term used by the Portuguese 
sociologist, Boaventura de Sousa Santos (de Sousa Santos in Dale and  
Robertson, 2004: 151), and its underlying ideology, neoliberalism. I will look at different theoretical 
insights and then end this excursus with a discussion of Gramsci’s conceptualization of the state and 
its implications for present day politics. 

 ‘The state’ is one of the most elusive concepts in social and political theory and major writers often 
demonstrate this by using the term differently, Gramsci being no exception. I would refer here to 
that expansive conception of the state, emphasized by Marx, that of an ensemble of legitimized 
social relations in capitalist society, the sort of conception which cautions us to avoid what Phil 
Corrigan (1990) calls ‘thingification’– a reification of the state. The level of social inequality varies 
from state to state. State formation varies from country to country within capitalism, as illustrated by 
Corrigan and Sayer (1985) with regard to England, Green (1990) with regard to England, France, 
Prussia and the USA, Marx and Engels’ writings on England and France, and Gramsci’s 
observations on England, France, Italy and Germany. Fernando Henrique Cardoso, who once 
engaged the Marxist tradition, is on record as having referred to the state, in a context of 
dependent/peripheral capitalism, as a ‘pact of domination’ to underline the power dynamics that 
characterize the ensemble of unequal social relations involved (Cardoso in Morrow and Torres, 
1985: 350), that is, a platform that enables disparate elements to operate with some coherence in 
relation to political and economic ends, and strategic visions of power. There are, of course, 
different conceptions of the state and I intend to take a closer look at some of these theories. 

 It is common knowledge that the most traditional, legalistic-structural, conceptualization of the 
state is that of a large entity comprising its legislative, executive and judicial powers. This ‘separation 
of powers’ thesis can be attributed to the French philosopher of the Enlightenment, Baron de 
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Montesquieu in his study of England and the British constitutional system. The liberal democratic 
state is said to refer to a set of institutions that include the government, the military, the judiciary 
and representative assemblies including provincial, municipal and other forms of government (see 
Pannu, 1988: 233), such as the communes in Italy. However later theories would underline the 
complexities surrounding the state and the agencies with and through which it operates.  

While the state is conventionally also regarded as the mechanism for regulating and arbitrating 
between the different interest groups within society (Poggi, 2006), several authors writing mainly 
from a Marxist perspective emphasise its role in serving the interests of the ruling capitalist class. It 
does so by reproducing the social and cultural conditions for a dominant class to reproduce itself. 
This is the classic Marxist position which lends itself to different nuanced interpretations. These 
interpretations and analyses should certainly be much more nuanced than the much quoted line 
from the Communist Manifesto, namely that “the executive of the modern state is but a committee for 
managing the common affairs of the whole bourgeoisie.” (Marx and Engels, 1998: 5), and indeed 
they are in Marx and Engels own philosophical work (see, for instance, Contributions to the Critique of 
Hegel’s Philosophy of Right, or The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte). When taken at face value, 
this is the sort of assertion that lends itself to instrumental conceptions of the relationship between 
state and capitalist class. It seems to allow, however, for more loosely coupled configurations than 
Cardoso’s notion of ‘pact’ which accords the state a more deterministic weight. It is the more 
nuanced conceptions that are of interest to me in this article.  

Ralph Miliband (1969) famously argued that the state agencies are characterized by the 
disproportionate presence of civil servants and other senior administrators of capitalist class 
background. For the most part, the state acts in the interest of the capitalist class but there are 
moments when it can extricate itself from this hold during, for instance, times of national crises; it 
can also intervene to sacrifice short term ruling class interests for long term ruling class gains (Held, 
2006: 174). The state, through its institutions or what Althusser calls apparatuses, provides the 
conditions for the accumulation of capital. Education and training, therefore, have an important role 
to play here, more so at the present time, when education for the economy, more precisely lifelong 
learning for the economy, is said to perform a crucial role in attracting and maintaining investment.   

In the post war (WWII) period, a welfarist notion of state provision, underpinned by a Keynesian 
social and economic policy framework was provided (Pannu, 1988: 234) as part of ‘the new deal’ 
seen by many as a concession by capital to labour. It was however seen within labour politics as very 
much the result of the struggle for better living conditions by the working class and its 
representatives, thus underlining an element of reciprocity here.  Much of what passed for social 
programmes had a welfarist ring to it,1

                                                           
1 That is, it is very much tied to the notion of the welfare state. 

 including education for employment and education conceived 
of within the traditional parameters of social work. It very much suited a sociological framework, 
known as structural functionalism, within which the modern state provides the mechanisms, 
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including, for example, ‘second chance’ education, and education combined with social work, as in 
Germany (see Hirschfeld, 2010), to enable those who fall by the wayside to reconnect with the 
system or, better still, be integrated into the system. Orthodox Marxists and radical leftists exposed 
this as a palliative that served to maintain the status quo rather than to provide the means for such 
programmes to contribute towards social transformation. Others such as the then Stanford 
University researchers, Martin Carnoy and Henry Levin (1985), drawing on the work of James 
O’Connor (in Pannu, 1988: 233) and Claus Offe (1984) among others, emphasized the dual role of 
the state. On the one hand it had to tend to the basic function of ensuring the conditions and 
mechanisms necessary for the accumulation of capital and, on the other, to legitimize itself 
democratically by listening to and acting upon the voices emerging from different social sectors (see 
also, Held, 2006).  As Raj Pannu argues (1988:233), drawing on O’Connor, “the State must try to 
perform two basic but often contradictory functions: (a) to foster capital accumulation and (b) to 
foster social harmony and consensus.” This allowed possibilities for people to operate tactically 
within the system in a ‘cat and mouse’ game to channel funds into social programs meant to 
transform situations in different aspects of life. This approach was given importance in both 
‘minority’ and ‘majority’ world contexts (alternative and more encompassing terminology with 
respect to those of ‘first’ and ‘third’ world contexts). This is especially so in revolutionary contexts 
such as that in Nicaragua between 1979 and 1990. In this Central-American state, the much-
publicized revolutionary adult literacy campaign known as the Cruzada (the Nicaraguan literacy 
crusade), now celebrating its 30th anniversary (at the time of writing), served to legitimize the 
revolution and keep the revolutionary momentum going. More recently, we witnessed another 
revolutionary literacy effort in Venezuela which, according to UNESCO’s special envoy, María Luisa 
Jáuregui, “is the first and only country to meet the commitments adopted by the region’s 
governments in 2002 in Havana to drastically reduce illiteracy” (Marquez, 2005). The state kept the 
Bolivarian revolutionary momentum going by teaching one and a half million people to read and 
write through the support of another revolutionary state, Cuba, who had Venezuelan literacy tutors 
trained in the ‘Yo si Puedo’ pedagogical method created by Cuban educator Leonela Realy 
(Marquez, 2005). With regard to Nicaragua, however, Martin Carnoy and Carlos Alberto Torres 
(1990) indicated that the state’s efforts in the literacy and popular education fields had to be 
reconciled with the more technical-rational demands of the economic system which was crucial to 
Nicaragua’s economic development. One wonders whether this applies also to Venezuela today. 
One million of the newly literate adults in Venezuela were meant to complete the sixth grade of 
primary school by late 2006 (Marquez, 2005), part of an attempt to usher in, through formal 
education, the hitherto disenfranchised into the economic and political system which the Chavez 
government is seeking to change through his declared attempt at transforming the capitalist state 
(Cole, 2011).2

                                                           
2 For a recent op-ed piece regarding reforms in higher education in Venezuela see Cole and Motta (2011). As with 
revolutionary Nicaragua (‘turning Nicaragua into one big school’), Chavez-governed Venezuela is referred to as the ‘giant 
school.’ 
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As far as a more capitalist orientation is concerned, however, the relationship between economic 
requirements and the state has always been complex. Roger Dale (1982: 134) argued persuasively in 
the early 1980s that state policies do not translate into practice in the manner they are intended for a 
variety of reasons, foremost among which being that “the State is not a monolith; there are 
differences within and between its various apparatuses in their prioritizing of demands made on 
them and in their ability to meet those demands.”  As with all bureaucratic agencies, the state 
agencies meant to execute these policies generate their own rules and modus operandi, as Max 
Weber’s own theories of bureaucracy have shown. Policy agendas are mediated by groups who differ 
on their tactics. Anyone who has worked in a Ministry or department of education or social policy 
can testify to this. Dale (1982) mentions numerous other obstacles and, among other things, cites 
Offe in stating that, to retain control deriving from political power and legitimacy, state agencies can 
block the “purpose of use value production,” that complements capital accumulation, by bowing to 
pressure and claims emanating from “party competition and political conflict” that do not result 
from the process of accumulation itself (Offe in Dale, 1982 : 135). The process of policy 
implementation is not as smooth as the ruling class and policy makers (who also follow their own set 
of procedures) would intend it to be, and this apart from the subversive roles that agents, within a 
non monolithic system, such as critical educators or say critical health or social workers, have played 
in pushing actual provision in a certain direction. The state itself could be stratified, that is to say, 
those involved in the making of policy and those involved in the policy implementation, can have 
distinct social class locations. This is one of the contradictions faced by the capitalist state which 
relies on personnel who belong to the same stratified economic system it supports within a 
particular mode of production, thus rendering the process of sustaining and implementing policies 
throughout most difficult.  

 

Neoliberalism 

While much of what has been attributed to bureaucracy and the state still holds, things have 
changed considerably in recent years. With the onset of neoliberalism, and therefore the ideology of 
the marketplace, the social democratic arm of the state, as presented by Carnoy and Levin (1985), 
seems to have been withdrawn. The state has lost its welfarist function as it plays a crucial role in 
terms of providing a regulatory framework for the operation of the market; as does such a 
supranational state as the European Union, incidentally (Dale, 2008).  

The neoliberal state has a set of important roles to play. It provides the infrastructure for the 
mobility of capital, and this includes investment in Human Resource Development as well as the 
promotion of an ‘employability- oriented’ Lifelong Learning policy, with the onus often placed on 
the individual or group, often at considerable expense.  We witness a curtailment of social oriented 
programs in favour of a market oriented notion of economic viability also characterized by public 
financing of private needs. Public funds are channeled into areas of educational and other activities 
that generate profits in the private sector. Furthermore, attempts are being made all over the world 
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to leave as little as possible to the vagaries mentioned by Dale in his 1982 paper, a point he himself 
recognized as far back as that year when he referred to the onset of standardization, league tables, 
classifications and, I would add, more recently, harmonization. This is to render agencies of the 
state, or those that work in tandem with the state through a loose network (a process of governance 
rather than government), more accountable, more subject to surveillance and ultimately more 
rationalized.  And, as indicated at the outset, the state, in certain contexts, depending on its strength, 
can have no qualms about its role in bailing out the banks and other institutions of capital when 
there is a crisis. This very much depends on the kind of power the particular state wields.  

.As the Brazilian educator, Paulo Freire put it so clearly years before the recent ‘credit crunch’ (he 
died in 1997): 

Fatalism is only understood by power and by the dominant classes when it interests them. If there is 
hunger, unemployment, lack of housing, health and schools, they proclaim that this is a universal 
trend and so be it! But when the stock market falls in a country far away and we have to tighten up 
our belts, or if a private national bank has internal problems due to the inability of its directors or 
owners, the State immediately intervenes to “save them”. In this case, the ‘natural’, ‘inexorable’, is 
simply put aside. (Freire, in Nita Freire interviewed in Borg and Mayo, 2007: 3)  

The state is very much present in many ways, a point that needs to be kept in mind when discussing 
any other form of programme carrying the agenda of corporate business. The idea of the state 
playing a secondary role in the present intensification of globalization (capitalism has since its 
inception been globalizing) is very much a neoliberal myth. As Corrigan, Ramsay and Sayer (1980: 8-
9) underlined three decades ago, “State formations are national states since capitalism as a global 
system involves national organization to secure the internationalization of its production relations.”3

The state organizes, regulates, ‘educates’ (the ethical state), creates and sustains markets, provides 
surveillance, evaluates (‘the evaluator state’ as Pablo Gentili (2008) calls it), legitimates, forges 
networks, and represses. One should underscore the role of the repressive factor as manifest by the 
state during this period, one of Macchiavelli’s twin heads of the Centaur (coercion and consent). The 
state also provides a policing force for those who can easily be regarded as the victims of neoliberal 
policies as well as related ‘structural adjustment programmes’ in the majority world. These victims 
include blacks, latino/as and those regarded by Zygmunt Bauman (2006) as the ‘waste disposal’ 
sector of society. Imprisonment rates have risen in the US which has witnessed the emergence of 
the ‘carceral state’(Giroux, 2004). The prison metaphor can be applied on a larger scale, and in a 
different manner, to the situation of migrants from Sub-Saharan Africa knocking at the gates of 
‘Fortress Europe’ and who are contained in veritable prisons referred to as detention centres. The 

 

                                                           
3 For a compelling argument regarding the importance of the state within present day capitalism, see Ellen Meiksins 
Wood (2003). She argues early in the introduction that: “The argument here is not that of capital in conditions of 
‘globalization’ has escaped the control of the state and made the territorial state increasingly irrelevant. On the contrary, 
my argument is that the state is more essential than ever to capital, even, or especially, in its global form. The political 
form of globalization is not a global state but a system of multiple states, and the new imperialism takes its specific shape 
from the complex and contradictory relationship between capital's expansive economic power and the more limited 
reach of the extra-economic force that sustains it." (Meiksins Wood, 2003, pp. 5-6.) 
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same applies to latinos/as attempting to cross la frontera, in this context. In the Europe case, it is the 
fortress itself which serves as the prison gate, closing in on itself almost as a besieged state. The 
carceral function of the state with its manifestly repressive orientation, but not without its dose of 
ideological support (or moral regulation, as Foucault would put it), takes us back to the writings of 
one of the major theorists on education and the state, the structuralist Marxist philosopher, Louis 
Althusser. 

At a more general level we have had Althusser pointing to the existence of the state, within a 
capitalist economy, having two important apparatuses serving the interest of capital; the repressive 
state apparatuses (RSA) and the ideological state apparatuses (ISA). He however provides the 
important caveat that there is no 100% purely ideological state apparatus and no 100% purely 
repressive state apparatus, the difference being one of degree. Althusser referred to the school as 
being the most important ISA. However I feel that, had he been writing today, he would have 
probably referred to the media, or what he then termed the communications ISA, as the most 
important ISA, one that necessitates an effort in the area of critical media literacy (Kellner and 
Share, 2009). Douglas Kellner (2005) wrote about ‘media spectacles’4

Althusser correctly points to there being no 100% ISA. Education has always had a very strong 
repressive function, more so today. Witness the US High School model with armed security guards 
making their presence felt in a heavy handed manner (Giroux, 2009). And yet it would be no stretch 
to argue that the apparent violence perpetrated is itself symbolic because it signals to the students 

 which have come to dominate 
news coverage and deviate public attention from substantial public issues. Media politics play a 
crucial role in advancing foreign policy agendas and militarism. Recall that, echoing Gramsci’s 
writings on hegemony, Edward S. Herman and Noam Chomsky had much earlier illustrated the way 
the ‘propaganda model’ relies on the media to manufacture consent for policies in the public mind 
(Herman and Chomsky, 1988). Kellner, for his part, argues that political forces such as Al Qaeda 
and the Bush administration construct or, in the latter case, have developed media spectacles to 
advance their politics. This theme has also been broached by Henry A. Giroux (2006) among others. 
These writings highlight the link between the state and the corporate media during the period of US 
Republican government under George W. Bush. In this regard, therefore, critical media literacy 
becomes an important feature of a critical engagement within either the interstices of state 
involvement or social movements. In the latter case, they take on the form of alternative media 
circulated via YouTube, Twitter and a variety of websites. These have a role to play in public 
pedagogy in this day and age. Electronic networking has opened up a variety of spaces in this regard. 
More than this, however, critical media literacy provides an important and vast dimension to the 
meaning of critical literacy: reading not only the word but also the world, in Paulo Freire’s terms, 
and I would add, reading the construction of the world.  

                                                           
4 Shades of Guy Debord’s (1967) La Société du spectacle with its Marxist theses representing the shift from being to having 
to representing oneself (thesis 17), with images mediating social relationships among people (thesis 4). See translation: 
http://www.bopsecrets.org/SI/debord/1.htm  Accessed 17 January 2011.  See also Debord, 1994. 
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something about their identities, perhaps that of potential criminals who could eventually be 
incarcerated, a signal that is very much in keeping with the function of an ISA.   

It is Althusser’s conceptions regarding state apparatuses that lead me to ‘revisit’ the work of Antonio 
Gramsci. Gramsci is probably one of the most cited 20th century writers with regard to the state and 
what is fashionably called ‘civil society,’ although he does not view the latter the way it is 
conventionally being used today, as the third sector between the state and industry. His relevance is 
still underlined today despite the fact that much of his analysis focuses on Italy and the rest of the 
world until the first part of the previous century. Gramsci argued that, in terms of the way power 
operated and was consolidated, in Western capitalist social formations, one has to look at the 
relationship between the state and civil society, the term he used to refer to the network of cultural 
and ideological institutions that prop up the state. In short, the state cannot be attacked and 
conquered frontally. There is a long process of transformation to be had which involves work 
among these institutions that surround and prop up the state. This is what he calls a war of position 
as opposed to a frontal attack or ‘guerra manovrata’ (war of manouvre). 

Gramsci argued that, in terms of the way power operated and was consolidated, there was a great 
difference between the situation in predominantly feudal pre-1917 Russia, the site of the first 
socialist revolution, and that obtaining in Western capitalist social formations, although he has been 
subject to criticism here as Eric Hobsbawm (1987) remarks. In Russia, the locus of power rested 
with the state army and police. The country was virtually held together by force. Gramsci therefore 
considered it possible for a revolutionary group to wrest power from the grasp of the Tsar and the 
aristocracy by means of a frontal attack. However, a ‘war of manoeuvre’ the term Gramsci used to 
describe the tactic of engaging in this frontal attack, was not regarded by the Italian theorist as likely 
to prove effective in Western capitalist social formations. In these formations, the state is propped 
up by a network of cultural and ideological institutions that Gramsci referred to as ‘civil society’ (see 
Buttigieg, 1995). 

In Gramsci’s view, the institutions of civil society function behind the state as a “powerful system of 
fortresses and earthworks” that assert themselves whenever the state “tremble[s]” (Gramsci, 1971: 
238). Civil society, as used by Gramsci, is therefore not conceived of primarily as an arena of 
popular oppositional politics. On the contrary, it is conceived of as a domain comprising institutions 
which serve as sources of ideological influence as well as sources of repression. For example, the 
press is a form of ‘public pedagogy’, a vehicle for ideological influence (providing the illusion of 
freedom of expression) and contestation (once again, none of these institutions are monolithic, as 
stressed by Gramsci) but which can also serve as a means of repression: Who gets aired and who is 
silenced? What gets edited out and what is included? Who is hounded? Whose character is 
assassinated? Civil society also contains spaces, often within the ideological institutions themselves, 
where these arrangements can be contested and renegotiated (Hall, 1996: 424).  
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Education, the state and hegemony 

Gramsci attributed great importance, in this regard, to education conceived of in its largest 
context and not simply confined to institutions such as schools and universities, even though these 
two play their part. For Gramsci, it is partly in this sphere that the prefigurative (anticipatory) work 
(Allman, 2010) for a transformation of power must take place. Of course, the process of ideological 
influence cannot be completed, according to Gramsci, prior to the conquest of the state. As Jorge 
Larrain explains, “class consciousness cannot be completely modified until the mode of life of the 
class itself is modified, which entails that the proletariat has become the ruling class” (Larrain, 1983: 
82). In Gramsci’s own words, expressed in his tract ‘Necessita` di Una Preparazione Ideologica di Massa’ 
(Necessity for the Ideological Preparation of the Masses), the working class can become the ruling 
class through “possession of the apparatus of production and exchange and state power.” (Author’s 
translation from Gramsci, 1997: 161). 

This having been said, there is important prefigurative work that, according to Gramsci, involves 
working both within and outside existing systems and apparatuses to provide the basis for an 
“intellectual and moral reform” (Gramsci, 1971: 132). This work occurs primarily in the context of 
social relations, which, according to Gramsci, are established through the process of hegemony. 
Gramsci follows Marx in holding a very expansive non reified notion of the state, emphasizing its 
relational aspect and, one can add, its being firmly positioned within the cultural politics of power 
configurations. This is very much evident in his major contribution to workers’ education (Mayo, 
1999), namely his Factory Council Theory, and the notion of hegemony itself which is also 
conceived of as relational and as standing for a wide-ranging, all pervasive set of pedagogical 
relationships.  

Hegemony, an ancient Greek word, is described by Livingstone (1976: 235) as a “social condition in 
which all aspects of social reality are dominated by or supportive of a single class” or group. 
Hegemony thus incorporates not only processes of ideological influence and contestation but, as 
Raymond Williams (1976: 205) argues, a “whole body of practices and expectations”. 

Gramsci (1971: 350) regarded every hegemonic relationship as an ‘educational‘ one, hence education 
in its broadest context is central to the working of hegemony itself (Borg, Buttigieg and Mayo, 2002: 
3). Hegemony, therefore, entails the education of individuals and groups in order to secure consent 
to the dominant group’s agenda (Buttigieg, 2002). Engagement in a war of position to transform the 
state similarly involves educational work throughout civil society to challenge existing relations of 
hegemony.5

                                                           
5 According to the Gramscian conception, ‘civil society’ constitutes the terrain in which most of the present ideological 
influence and consensus building takes place.  Global civil society is therefore the terrain wherein a lot of the global 
influence , via global cable networks, information technology etc. occurs.  Once again, however, it creates spaces for 
renegotiation in that it offers the means for progressive groups, located in various parts of the globe, to connect 
electronically or otherwise. This is what is referred to as ‘globalisation from below’ (Marshall, 1997) or what Boaventura 

 For Gramsci, ‘intellectuals’ are key agents in this war of position, this ‘trench’ warfare 
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(Gramsci, 1971: 243). And we can include, in this context, critical educators and other social justice 
oriented cultural workers. Gramsci did not use the term ‘intellectual’ in its elitist sense; rather, 
Gramsci saw intellectuals as people who influence consent through their activities. The ‘organic 
intellectuals’ which Gramsci writes about are cultural or educational workers in that they are 
“experts in legitimation” (Merrington, 1977: 153). They can be organic to a dominant class or social 
grouping or to a subaltern class or grouping seeking to transform relations of hegemony. In the 
latter case, their ‘intellectual’ activities take a variety of forms, including that of working within the 
state and other capitalist-oriented institutions, or to use the one-time popular British phrase, 
working “in and against the state” (possibly also because of what Eric Olin Wright calls their 
‘contradictory class location’) and other dominant institutions (see London and Edinburgh Weekend 
Return Group, 1980). 

Despite a very strong difference in its underlying politics, Gramsci’s theorization of the state seems 
to have  affinities with some of the modern managerial technical-rational conceptions of the state 
regarding policy formulation and action. The state and its agencies are nowadays said to work not 
alone but within a loose network of agencies – governance rather than government in what is 
presented as a ‘heterarchy’ of relations (Ball, 2010) and therefore what Martin Carnoy and Manuel 
Castells call the ‘network state’(Carnoy and Castells, 2001). A Gramscian perspective would 
nevertheless underline that, despite appearing prima facie to be heterarchical, such relations under 
capitalism are, in actual fact, hierarchical and less democratic than they might appear to be. This 
certainly applies to relations between state and NGOs or labour unions characterized by the ever-
present threat of cooptation, often within a corporatist framework (Panich, 1976; Offe 1985 in 
terms of disorganized capitalism).6

                                                                                                                                                                                           
de Sousa Santos calls ‘counter-hegemonic globalization,’ counter-hegemonic being a term which Gramsci never uses 
probably not to demarcate a binary opposition. Hegemony is characterised by a process of negotiation and renegotiation. 
Information Technology is a double-edged sword in that it is an important instrument of capitalism but can also offer 
alternative possibilities in the fostering of international alliances some of which can, in the long term, develop into a 
firmly entrenched social or historical bloc. 

 On the other hand, one encounters situations when NGOs, 
especially those based in the west, are powerful enough to have leverage over certain states. 
Structured partnerships between state and business as well as between ‘public’ and ‘private’ tend to 
emphasize the link between the state and the imperatives of capital accumulation. For Gramsci, the 
agencies, constituting bourgeois civil society (burgherliche gesellschaft), buttressed the state and, while 
Gramsci focused primarily on the ideological institutions in this network, one must also mention the 
point made by Nicos Poulantzas (1978) when underlining that the state also engages in economic 
activities which are not left totally in the hands of private industry. Poulantzas stated that, under 
monopoly capitalism, the difference between politics, ideology and the economy is not clear. It is 
blurred. The state enters directly into the sphere of production as a result of the crises of capitalist 
production itself (Poulantzas in Carnoy, 1982: 97). One might argue that this point has relevance to 

6 These organisations establish formal and informal links, parliamentary and extra-parliamentary, with key agents of the 
state in return for the advancement of their corporate interests (see Held, 2006:172). 
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the situation today.7

 

 In the first place, industry often collaborates in policy formulation in tandem or 
in a loose network with the state just like NGOs or labour unions do. Nowhere is the role of the 
state as economic player more evident that in higher education (see Giroux and Searls Giroux, 
2004), an area which, though traditionally vaunting relative autonomy as most education institutions 
do, constitutes an important domain of hegemonic struggle. The division between public and private 
in this sector is increasingly blurred. So-called ‘public universities’ are exhorted to provide services 
governed by the market and which have a strong commercial basis. Furthermore the state engages 
actively through direct and indirect means, and, in certain places, through a series of incentives or 
‘goal cushions’ (see Darmanin, 2009), to create a Higher education competitive market as part of the 
‘competition’ state (Jessop, 2002). Jane Mulderrig (2008: 168), drawing on Jessop, states that the 
competition state was already conceived of in the 1980s with, for instance, OECD documents “on 
the importance of structural competitiveness for government policy.” Here the focus is “on securing 
the economic and extra-economic conditions for international competitiveness” in a globalising 
knowledge based economy (Fairclough and Wodak, 2008: 112).  

                                                           
7 One requires a word of caution here. States differ among themselves in their internal coherence, given their historical 
and other contextual specificities.  It would be dangerous to infer that all states are equally positioned in terms of their 
power to intervene in the economic sphere, especially when one takes into account their own differential location within 
the global market system. Thanks again to Professor André Elias Mazawi for this point. 
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Conclusion 

The above discussion vindicates Gramsci’s position regarding relations between different 
institutions and agencies constituting what he calls ‘civil society’ and the capitalist state. The state 
regulates these agencies by working in tandem with them. It is certainly no neutral arbiter of 
different interests, even though it appears to be so, as it also engages in structured partnerships8

 

 with 
industry to secure the right basis for the accumulation of global capital. In this regard one can argue 
that the state is propped up not only by the ideological institutions of what Gramsci calls ‘civil 
society’ but by industry itself (of which it is part), while it sustains both (propping both the ‘civil 
society’ institutions and industry) in a reciprocal manner to ensure the right conditions, including the 
cultural conditions, for the accumulation of capital. All this goes to show that the state, the nation 
state, is an active player and has not receded into the background within the context of hegemonic 
globalization. On the contrary, in its repressive, ideological and commercial forms, the state remains 
central to the neoliberal project. 
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