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The articles by Gramsci published in English in International Press
Correspondence

Abstract

The articles included here represent most of what Gramsci published in the Comintern journal
International Press Correspondence, under his own name or one of his pseudonyms of the period, G.
(sometimes Giovanni) Masci. 1 In much of this period Inprecorr was coming out more or less twice a
week, with articles from all parts of the world, including from Russia, with articles written by the various
Party and Union leaders. Even during the period of great polemics which basically started just before
Lenin's death and carried on over the whole of this period, the Inprecorr in its various languages of
publication, carried articles giving all points of view written by all the participants in the controversies.
This was true both of the Russian communists, so the Trotsky controversy was given full airing from both
sides, and of those involved in other debates outside Russia. In Italy, for example, it was not only the
extreme left of Amadeo Bordiga that was present in the Party, and that found space in the pages of
Inprecorr, but also the right of Angelo Tasca — one of the Turin Ordine Nuovo group and, up to near the
end of Gramsci's stay in Moscow, one who had the ear of the Comintern leadership. And another on the
right was Antonio Graziadei, an economist judged to hold a “revisionist” stance, whose views were
expressed fully both in Inprecorr and in book International Press Correspondence came out regularly in
Russian, French, German and English (with the abbreviation Inprecorr), and sometimes, it seems, also in a
Spanish edition. The period of the articles published here ranges from 1922, up through Gramsci’s half-
year stay in Vienna (December 1923 to May 1924), and on to the last period when, after his election as a
parliamentary deputy, he was able to return to Italy on the basis of parliamentary immunity. With his new
status as a deputy he could in theory evade the warrant that had been put out for his arrest in February
1923.

This journal article is available in International Gramsci Journal: https://ro.uow.edu.au/gramsci/vol1/iss3/5


https://ro.uow.edu.au/gramsci/vol1/iss3/5

Boothman — Gramsci’s articles in English

The articles by Gramsci published in English
in International Press Correspondence

Introduced by Derek Boothman

The articles included here represent most of what Gramsci published
in the Comintern journal Infernational Press Correspondence, under his own
name or one of his pseudonyms of the period, G. (sometimes Giovanni)
Masci.' International Press Correspondence came out regularly in Russian,
French, German and English (with the abbreviation Imprecorr), and
sometimes, it seems, also in a Spanish edition. The period of the articles
published here ranges from 1922, up through Gramsci’s half-year stay in
Vienna (December 1923 to May 1924), and on to the last period when,
after his election as a parliamentary deputy, he was able to return to Italy
on the basis of parliamentary immunity. With his new status as a deputy
he could in theory evade the warrant that had been put out for his arrest
in February 1923.

In much of this period Inprecorr was coming out more or less twice a
week, with articles from all parts of the world, including from Russia,
with articles written by the various Party and Union leaders. Even during
the period of great polemics which basically started just before Lenin’s
death and carried on over the whole of this period, the Imprecorr in its
various languages of publication, carried articles giving all points of view
written by all the participants in the controversies. This was true both of
the Russian communists, so the Trotsky controversy was given full
airing from both sides, and of those involved in other debates outside
Russia. In Italy, for example, it was not only the extreme left of Amadeo
Bordiga that was present in the Party, and that found space in the pages
of Inprecorr, but also the right of Angelo Tasca — one of the Turin Ordine
Nuovo group and, up to near the end of Gramsci’s stay in Moscow, one
who had the ear of the Comintern leadership. And another on the right
was Antonio Graziadei, an economist judged to hold a “revisionist”

stance, whose views were expressed fully both in Imprecorr and in book

! This pseudonym is seen here, for example, in the list of contributors on the title page of the 4 January 1924 issue,
but not the article itself, where his name is wrongly given as ““J. Masci”.
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form (referred to by Gramsci in the last of the pieces here) and rebutted
by other, non-Italian Marxist economists, again in Inprecorr.

The pages of the journal with Gramsci’s articles have been scanned into
a computer and adjusted to give an image which is a close
approximation to but, for various reasons, not absolutely exact image of
the original page; parts of other articles on the same pages as those of
Gramsci, have here been deleted. Taking his articles in order, the first —
published in Inprecorr, it seems, on 19 April 1922 — deals with the Genoa
conference that tried to introduce some order into the capitalist
economies and establish, through the Soviet foreign minister Chicherin,
a relationship with the young Soviet Union. In this article, as in the later
one on “Italy and Yugoslavia”, there is a mention of “Fiume”, the city
known in most places outside Italy as “Rijeka” (both words meaning
“river”) and situated along the Dalmatian coast in current day Croatia.
Soon after writing this article on the Genoa Conference, at the end of
May Gramsci left for Moscow, arriving there on 3 June 1922, and very
shortly afterwards was admitted to a sanatorium at Serebryanyi Bor
(Silver Wood), now a suburb of Moscow but then somewhat outside the
city, with what turned out to be a total nervous breakdown. This meant
he was out of circulation for most things except for very urgent party
business, usually meaning letters drafted by another comrade and co-
signed by him, until the autumn of that year, when he was well enough
to attend the IV Congress of the Comintern (5 November—5 December
1922). In this period in the sanatorium one of the other patients was
Evgeniya Schucht, a communist whose Party membership had been
sponsored by Lenin, a long-standing family friend, and through
Evgeniya, he met her sister Jul’ka who became Gramsci’s wife and
mother of his two children; another sister, Tatiana, was to become his
main physical and psychological support in prison.

Gramsci came back into circulation just in time for the IV Congtress, and
was well enough to write the article published in Imprecorr as “The
Mussolini Government”. This however does not get quite as far as the
title suggests, stopping instead at the discussion of the previous, and last,
non-fascist government for the next two decades, that of Luigi Facta.
Giovanni Giolitti was, as usual in that period, the dominant figure
behind the scenes attempting — but not very successfully — to control the

course of events, and he is here the main target of Gramsci’s criticisms
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of the “liberal” forces. The article breaks off rather suddenly before
arriving at the point of the formation of the Mussolini Government
announced in the title. It may be that this is indeed the end of the article,
but it may also be for example that a page went missing from the article
consigned by Gramsci to the editors of Inmprecorr. Certainly the French
version of the article in La Correspondance Internationale, on which Quintin
Hoare’s translation was based (Selections from Political Writings (1921-1926),
Lawrence and Wishart: London, 1978: 129-31) breaks off at the same
point before getting to the formation of the Mussolini government after
the March on Rome in October 1922 and the King’s nomination of
Mussolini as prime minister on 31 October 1922. The text of the article
printed in the English language edition of Inprecorr, and translated at the
time from Gramsci’s Italian, naturally is different in its wording but not
its meaning, from the Hoare translation. Here as elsewhere, the
translation, or perhaps the type-setting, shows signs of being rather
hurried and there are more mistakes than usual in typing, or in the
transliteration of names, the correct forms being “Giolitti”, “Turati” and

“Fasci di Combattimento”.

The “Letter from Italy” printed in the opening number (3 January 1924)
of Volume 4 of Inprecorr which bears the by-line “G. Masci (Rome)”,
maybe in order to confuse the fascist secret police, but modern readers
should not be confused since, first, this is indeed Gramsci and, second,
he was in Vienna. The article is of interest perhaps most of all for its
attempt to sketch out a class analysis of the social power base of fascism,
though marred by an temporary over-optimism about the supposed
short-lived nature of fascist trade unionism. One can probably get as
good a description of the challenge made to these unions by the
communist forces on the left, since in its very first period fascism, or

parts of it, did certainly find itself in a rather rocky position.

Almost immediately after this “Letter from Italy” we find another
article, this time on the Yugoslav question, which he had been following,
and on which there is a very interesting and important letter, to be
published in the forthcoming edition of his pre-prison letters. Gramsci’s
stay in Moscow had in fact been prolonged slightly, to the beginning of
December 1923, i.e. beyond what had been foreseen, to allow him to
attend the Comintern conference on the Balkans. And in the fourth
number of Inprecorr (24 January) of 1924, there is an article of his headed
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“Italy and Yugoslavia”. Then, while still in Vienna partially directing
Italian Party operations from relatively close to Italy and hoping to be
able to return there, Inprecorr published another article of his, this time
about the elections held at the start of April 1924. Again the by-line “G.
Masci (Rome)” should not deceive. This article was written and
published only a few days after the elections and it is apparent from
what he writes that not all the results had been confirmed, since the list
tormed by the Communist Party and allies actually obtained two more
seats (nineteen) than he here seems to think (seventeen). The
maximalists obtained 22 deputies, as said in the article, and the
reformists 24. Amendola’s list in the South got seven deputies and the
“constitutional opposition” as a whole 14 (see Paolo Spriano, Storia de/
Partito Comunista Italiano, 1V'ol. 1: Da Bordiga a Gramscs, Einaudi, Turin,
1967: 340). In the case of this article more than in others, however, the
binding of the journal is so tight that some words and figures in the
margin are difficult and even impossible to decipher. Where possible we
have filled in the incomplete words with additions in square brackets.

As we know Gramsci was elected as a parliamentary deputy at the April
elections. And later that year, in August 1924, after a hard-fought battle
in the Italian Party, the new Central Committee that emerged after the V
Congtess of the Comintern, nominated him General Secretary.” It is
then not surprising that the chronologically last article published here is
of a rather different nature from the 1922 to 1924 ones. It is in fact a
report to the Italian Party Central Committee and in effect begins to
sketch out the line that was to form at least one of the main planks of
the platform approved by the III Congress of the Party, held illegally in
the French city of Lyon the following January. Here the copy of the
Inprecorr article is good, key names and terms are highlighted in bold
type; any imperfection (e.g. “cation” for “caution” are due to the typing
or typesetting of the original). Gramsci’s theses (political report) to the
IIT Italian Party Congress and his assessment of the Congress itself are
available in English in the Hoare volume referred to above, but
preparation of an English version of the entire set of the fives theses of
the majority, representing Gramsci’s full position at that time, is
underway in a volume to be edited, annotated and introduced by Adam
David Morton and the current author, A Grand and Terrible World:

2 . . . .
These events will be reconstructed in the English pre-prison letters volume, where newly found documentary
evidence will also be provided about his assumption of the general secretaryship.
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Gramsci’s Pre-prison Letters. In the summer of 1925, however, we see
Gramsci at work on the so-called “Bolshevization” of the Party, but a
Bolshevization that for him meant collaboration of everyone,
irrespective of their particular political position, in the leadership of the
Party, with all contributing to the formation of policy and then being
bound by a collectively arrived at decision. Indeed he expresses the hope
in this article that “we”, meaning the Party majority “shall arrive at an
understanding with Bordiga”, who had, together with Bukharin, been
offered joint vice-presidency of the International, but turned it down.
This view of Gramsci’s of what constituted Bolshevization and the
relation between majorities and minorities was, in the international
communist movement, more observed in the breach than in the
observance and leads on to the disagreement he expressed with the
Russian Party the year afterwards, but that issue will be dealt with afresh
in the forthcoming volume.

The English-language articles presented in this number of the IG] are
based on microfiche and paper copies of Inprecorr consulted mainly at the
Marx Memorial Library and at the European University Institute in
Fiesole, just outside Florence in central Italy, and the author wishes to
thank the librarians and staff of both places. Pretty well all collections of
Inprecorr seem incomplete, with numbers missing, so there is certainly at
least one other article on “The Vatican and Italy” printed at the time in
an English translation which up to now has “escaped”. This is one that
is available in other languages, including a retranslation into Italian, a
process which is also the case with other articles here that one can see in
an Italian version. The translation process leads of course to
inaccuracies, whether translation was done at the time or decades later.
A note of caution should therefore be introduced when one reads the
articles here. And a further note of caution should be added since, in the
absence of the originals in Italian, and knowing the editorial practices of
many journals — including Inprecorr — some changes from Gramsci’s
originals might have been introduced. It is known that yet another article
by Gramsci appeared in another Comintern journal in the first half of
the 1920s, dealing with the situation in the “red two years” in Turin.
Republication of this, the longest article that he wrote before the famous
essay on the Southern question, is being delayed in the hope of being
able to compare it with the original handwritten manuscript, which has
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only just come to light as a result of archival research by the present
author, by Adam David Morton and by Emilia Kosterina.

The translation service at the Comintern was exceptionally advanced for
its time, and indeed in the Archives one sees notes asking, for example,
for documents to be translated at great speed so that the Comintern
leadership had a reliable version in their hands within a couple of days.
The translators were obviously working under great pressure and with
great efficiency. What one does notice however is often a somewhat
stilted nature to the translation itself, with literal reproductions of the
style, wording and at times grammatical structures of the original
language, understandable given the situation in which the translators
were working. We have not changed these aspects of the translated
articles, nor the typing or type-setting mistakes as regards spelling and

punctuation.

We should here like to thank Daniele Negretti for invaluable help in
producing as good a copy as could be hoped for with present computer
technology; without his help this contribution to the IG] would indeed

have been far more laborious.

The articles are presented below in chronological order. Approximate
dates are given where possible:

e The Genoa Conference and Italy, Inprecorr Vol. 2, No. 28, p. 211,
(19 April 1922).
e The Mussolini government, Inprecorr Vol. 3, No. 102, p. 824.

e Fascism: Letter from Italy, Imprecorr Vol. 4, No. 1. (3 January
1924).

e Italy and Yugoslavia, Inprecorr Vol. 4, No. 4, pp. 25-26. (24 January
1924).

e Election Results in Italy, Inprecorr Vol. 4, No. 25, p. 231.

e The situation in the Communist party of Italy, Imprecorr Vol. 5,
No. 60, pp. 835-6.
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No. 28 International Press Correspondence 211

The Genoa Conference and Italy.
by Antonio Gramsei (Turin),

**(ne problem dominates [talian foreign policy: the
establishment of Italian supremacy in the Adnatic and the
annexation of Fivme and Dalmafia to Italy. The question now
arises: Whatis the attitude of Germany and Rusia to  this
formlgn policy? 3 . ;

efore the war Jugoslavia was predominantly influenced by
powerful Russia, Even fo-day its existence is very closely connected
with the fate of Russia, of course not so very much in
connaction with the form of government of the latter. i e, not
whether Russia has a feudal, bowrgeois or proletanan govemn-
ment, but rather because it is the natural ally of the Slavic popula-
tionin the Balkans, When Russiais weak, Jugoslavia is weak
and this weakness permits Italy to extend its imperialism to
the Balkans. This is furthermore the form of nationalistic propa-
ganda in [taly, which at the same time is the immediate expression.
of the policy of the agrarian large landowners and the mili-
tary caste.

Russia is a most serious competitor of Italian agnculture.
Before the war Italy imported 1,600,000 tons of grain fom
Russia, and the great Jand owners were protected by the state by
the imposition of an import duty to the extent of 3.75 lire per
hundredweight. It is  thus very natural that an impoverishad,
ruined Russia is in their eves much more desirable than an
economically efficient Russia which would be able to export its
grain surplus.

In Italy the industrial workers are only-third of the enfire
working class. The other two-thirds are agricultural workers
or peasants. Even the Italian Socialist Party was at the Deginning
more a peasants’ than a workers” party. This also in part ex-
plains its divergences from a proletarian standpoint and s
vacillating policy. The new attitude of the People’s Party, the
party of the Catholic peasants, has thus also obtained very great
mportance  for Parliamentary politics as well as for [falian
foreign policy.

As the civil war, which the large landowners deliberately
commenced in order to carry on a [arge-scale offensive against
the Catholic peasantry, spread and grew in intensity, the People's
Party tumed more and more to the left and the reaction of this
changer in its attitude was verv soon evident in Italian foreign

olicy. Premier Bonomi, who was in very large degree influenced
the People’s Party, changed lus aftidude towards Russia and
s.f‘:oweda certain inclination towards the reestablishment of re-

lations with Russia. This led him to take the initiative in Can-
nes for the convocationofthe Genoa Conference.

The  foreign policy of Benito Mussolini, the leader of the
Fascisti is in complete agreement with that of Nitti, the repre-
sentative of Big Business and high finance. These circles are
mterested in the coal distnet on the Black Sea This explains
why they display a very sympathetic attidude towards an inter-
national financial * consortium  for  the  capitalistic  exploitation
of Soviet Russia’s resources. They thus hope at the same time
todo good business and to obtain  their own sphere of influence
on the Black Sea,

All the wvaccilations of Italian foreign policy are cansed
by the intensification of the class was and the consequent dis-
integretion of the social forces. It is thus necessary to give
an exposiion of the Italian situation, in order to illuminate the
reactions in foreign policy which are therewith connected.

The trend to the left of the People's Party and the fact
that several of its most prominent leaders, such as Deputy
Meda, have expressed themselves in favor of iﬁis new political
tendency  have led to a split within the militarv caste, a large
number of whose members are Catholics.

However, for the greal majority of these groups the Con-
ference has only this significance; the reintroduction of Ger-
many into Eurcpean economy. That also explains why circles
are now supporting the Genoa Conference, who at first bitterly
fought it and even employed it as a pretext for the overthrow
of the Bonomi Cabinet.  Among these latter the most prominent
are the supporters of Gioletti, the Fascisti and the Nationalists.
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224 International Press Correspondence No.102

The Mussolini Government

By Gramsei.

The factors of the ltalian crisis, which was lately settled in

Italian General Staff, came into force precisely on August Znd
1914, This general committed suicide during the penod of
Italian neutrality). As soonas the Crown bepan to favor the
new pro-Entente  policy. Gioliti was  forcibly pul aside by the
new leading groups, the rg tatives of vi industry,

big agraans and of the General Staff, w‘lu even went
so far as lo conspire o assasinale .

The new political forces, which made their appearance
after the armustice,  had already consohdated lhcmselves dur;
the war. The ormed three powerfi

szi anizations—the Socialist Pany, the Pcoples Party (C'al]wllc}
the ex-soldiers” associations. The Socialist Party  organized
more than a million agricultural laborers and 1 farmers in
Central and Northem Ttalv. The peoples party grouped around
itself as many small landed proprietors and middle peasants in
the same districts. The ex-soldiers’ associations established them-
selves especially in_southem [taly in the more hackwa:dreglous
which had no political traditions. a;i
g landowners soon E‘!. in infensity I.hr out taly, Tlu.
estates were invaded and Iandmm were compelled 1o emig-
rate to the chief towns of the agrarian distnets—Bolo;
Florence Bari, Naples. Sinee 1919 they beganto organize there
citizens’ battalions in order to struggle aganst the “tyranny
of the peasants” inthe rural distncts. What was needed most
in this great upheaval of the rural working classes was  a clear
and precise watchword, a uniform, firm and determined policy
and a conerete  political program.

The Socialist Party should have dominated the situation.
but the People’s Pm;]v_\ m.rtsmppedlt Sixty per cent of \‘he
membership of the Socialist  Party peasants.  Of the
soclalist members of Ipa:hmnem. 110 were elected by the ruml
distnets. Four-fifths of the co- atives with  socialist manage-
ment were agricultural co-operatives.  The  Socialist P Te-
flected the chnosre:gmng in the minds of the rural population
m _connection with mﬁ{lam and ideclogy of the party. Its
activity consisted in uothmg maximalist clamations, noisy
declarations in parliament and a flounsh of trumpets, All the
attempts from within the Socialist Party to make working class
questions and proletarian  ideology redorlunate were combatted
by the most dishonest means, Thus the sesionof the Na-
fional Socialist Council, held in M1Ian m&pn] 1920, Serrati went
so far as to say that Ihegencxal strike which had broken out at
that periodin Piedmont and which was supported all the
waorkers, had been artificially  stmulated by urespensible  agents
the Moscow government.

In March 1920, the possessing classes began lo  organize
the counter-offensive. On March ?lh, the first national confe-
rence of Italian €0 d i Milan which
established  the  General Oonfedemum of Italian Industries.
During this Conference a precise and complete plan of umited
capitalist action was  elaborated, in whlch evervthing was fore-
seen. from the d.lsc.lpi.l]‘led aml methodical o tion of the
lclass down to the minute study
of all the mennsand weapons of s le inst the workers®
trade wnions, and  even down to the political rehabilitation
Giovanni Giolitti, . .

In the bemnming of Apdl, the new org:ruzatmn already

a rather violent manner by the Fascist Party power,
may be bricfly summed up as follows,

The Itallan bourgeoisic has succeeded in ing its
State not so much by its own intrinsic strength, as the  fact
that its victory, over the feudal and senu-feudal classes was

favored by a series of circumstances of an international  character
(the pelicy of Napoleon III in IS*?lefSO the Austro-Prussian
War in Iaoé thc French del‘eat at Sedan, and the subsequent
development of the Thus the [talian 20is
State de\reloped differently an more slowly than many others.
The Italian régime was purely constitutional. On the " eve of
the war the division of power had not yet taken place, the par-
liamentary prerogatives were very limited and there were no
eat  political m.rlmtmnln:ﬁ parties. At that time the [talian
coisie had to defend the umty and integrity of the State
ainst the repeated attacks of the reactionary for which were
¢l eﬂ{; represented an alliance of the great landowners with
the Vatican. Thc industrial and  commercial bourgeoisie,
led ¢ Gioll avoured  to  meet the situation by
an _ alliance berwecn all the urban classes, with the class of the
agricultural laborers (the first proposal of collaboration with the
government  was made to Turrati in the early part of the cen-
tury.) This could not however be termed a step forward in the
deve crprne:nt ot the constiutional State towards parliamentary
. This was rather in the nature of urgent concessions
madeb apatemal goverrmwnl to the working masses organized
in ftrade unions daf mml co-operatives. e
The world war destroved all these attempts. Giolitti, in
agresment with the Crown, had pledged himself in 1912 to act in
conjunetion with Germany in the 1914 war (the military oonvun
tion signedin Berlinin 1912 by General Pollio, chief of the

obtainead its first poliical snceess: the  Socialist ry  concdemmed
as anarchical irresponsible, the greai Piedmont ~ strike in de-
fence of the workshop committees and for the workers” control
of industry.  This party theatened to  disselve the Turin Section
which has conduclzd strike.  On June | 5th, Giovanni  Giolittt
formadhls Cabinet by compromising with the agrarians and  the
neral Staff, represented by  Bonomi, Minister of War, There
thcnbetgan evensh counter-revolutionary organizational work
owlng me fear of the seizure of the workshops and factories
ich was even expected the reformist leaders

orm.l at ﬂu “conference of the Federation of Metal Workers
whlchwas held m Genoa i June of last vear In July, the
headed bv Bonomi began fo demobilize about

00000 ofﬁclersmtﬁe following manner; officers were demo-
nwblhud,mlnum"fsol'mmrpay Most of them  were sent to the

Dﬂlmm lgolmml centres with the understanding  that
the}w join “Facisci di Combattimente”. Hitherto the
latter had been a small organization of socialist, anarchist, syn-
dicalist and republican elements favouring  the participation” of
Italy in the war on the side of the Entente. The Giolith govern-
ment made enormous efforts to bring about a rapprochement
between the Confederation of Industries and the Agranan Asso-
ciations, especially in Central and Northern [taly. It is at this
period that the first armed Fascist detachments made their ap-
pearance, and that the first terrorist acts were committed The
seizure of the factories bv the metal workers took place at a time
when all this work was only in its preparatory stage. The
(.nollmgwmlmem was compelled to adopt a conciliatory atti-
tude and to have recourse to  hoemeopathic treatment rather than
to surgical operations.
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Press Comespondence Nal

FASCISM

Letter from Italy.
By G M asci(Rome).
m the [‘mﬁum held on the 19® December -nknhmm
of the Mmsur

the  presence
Wmlmﬁlﬂm uuhstn'lnd prine

No.1 International Press
the Fascisti, and the Conference held on the 19th of December
was cmwened In the h Mussolinidelivered thm, he

e thut lI 1s imposable to organize worker end -
in the same trade umon.  Integral  Trade

mmﬁm}mm‘nﬂglmwm be applied, only in the
sph:m o ngmrian pr%ductl?‘m ‘I'hemgmm %\«: 10 mypect the

have o

als, but also atemp: to their

o of the Fasast Trade U the flure bi eantiol pt N have
J‘ L MwﬂtwmdFummﬂnwol' the conf -m‘ho’t'ﬁm"du? i 0 “}'y
Tradz Uniomsm . them to fie capitshsts bound hand and foot This is the beginmng
feverish attempts by Facism, before and afler n('lheendn?ﬂ! Fascist Trade Unionism Immed f’.‘ﬂ.m

and worl conditions of the peasants, and
workers N in o preal nmll’ﬁ: ol' villages with feeble ties
Tml: Utnons, to destioy the talist  ouganizations
orkers and to force the rural masses by means of
dmmdoflb:mm:hoymwmmol}w
mm It was otherwiss in the nﬂm:. [
he rulway employees, amongst whom much can
obtained by state coercion and by the ever threatzming menace
d'ds]ﬂmglﬂd?f also with the dockers wl:; II:;: dlud}‘ lhu'
strict e d
the traffic at the ltalian ports which is developing very :pcmndi
cally, in relation 1o the pn’;wimm of exports and imports
andl to the seasonal activities for grain, coals and coffee
In the large industrinl towns, the Fascists only succeeded in

guthering  inconsiderable _groups, consisting y everywhere

d an ! means of the

Fascist party tickel oblain puity for sabotage, thefl in work:
g

usis and  the  contadictions  yesul from i, i fact
E:um the class struggle lo be a dia invention of the
soctalists and communists The entire so-called hierarchic con-
Epugn of Fascism is dm upon that fact. It is md:spcn?bh
is thal
typical class cﬁmmr eidnl und that the modem social life be

2 democratic Trade Uniomsm,
substituting deified nllwn for the religious idea
This program was d by the ks, who
refused to enter the Fascist ou:rpumlwn.uzlo dllow themselves
muﬁls &‘:: { th l'q:‘ld ul:y“#li mubm
n of the 5es [ s, a
derlsoé’w wl-nch wen! so far as lo their announcing and
ng n style u general strike of the metallurgicnl
mle wa%rs ‘The campaign agmnst the industnials cul-
minated _immediately after the visit paid by Mussolini to the
Fiat works of Turin on the anniversary of the Fascist “Murch
on Rome™, The workers of the Fial, six or seven thousand of
whom had been gathered in o_ommgﬂcfmm in

intervened in the agitation, inviting wu*lnm

part in the struggle against the 1nduslnals in order o enl
the mov % even though the gle had been ed in
the Fasclsts he agitation was stifled by the cen eiders o

ltuwbemmtedhow Wamwuohlmndbylhu
tactics ied by our I‘umr'. to before  the
MHsses Foseist Trade Unions Lmders who hod nused such
a hub hub the industrinlists. 1t is tue, these tactics
procured to Fascists the satisfaction of having  meetings
attended by many thnuund‘ of workers, but they led also to

i ing them to eat their

demanstrate yet once
they do d and o ainst Fasclsm, 1t
true, sk rnuuh ir mey wnnt to atlack  Fascism in order
to contend with if, within i own Trade Unions or In the
itations sometimes got up by it, for oommt and luad.ersﬂp of
masses enfering the movement. On other hand, it is

over, if s mrar true to itself and makss muny concessions 1o the
Fascistst
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POLITICS
Italy and Yugoslavia.

By G. Musci (Rome).

The conclusion of the agreement between Italy and Yugo-
slavia, which hquidates the question of Fiume and opens
a new penod in the history of the relations between bﬂtu{;|
countries, has its  origin  particularly in the following three
series of facts;

. The approaching commencement of the election campaign
in Italy. The Fascist government wants lo deprive the constitu-
tional opposiion of one of the most imporlant causes of ils
success and of its development among the bourgeoisie: the
complete failure of the Fasaist foreign policy, which had isolated
Italy in Europe.

2. The coming to power in Greece of the govemment of
Venizelos. The gow i of Mussolini had to convinee itself,
that it could not do two jobs at the same time. Venizelos is
the politician who, since the discussion of Versailles up to the
present time, has contributed most of all to thwart and to
destroy the expansionist plans of [talian impenalism In the
conflict with Yugoslavia, Italy was hampered by the treaties; in the
conflict with Greece, however, the freaties are in favour
of Italy, and in the agreement recently concluded, it is directly
affirmed, that Italy and Yugoslavia pledge themselves to main-
twin the .Status quo™ established the treaties. Closely con-
nected with this is the policy of France towards the Little
Entente, which would have become an immediate danger for
Italy, if the conflict for Fiume had become intensified, as
seemed probable until very recent time,

3. The new plan of foreign policy, which until 1922 had
been a persomal one of Mussolimi’s, now becomes the official
W policy. With this plan are connected the agreement

een Ttaly and Spain, the policy of aﬁ;machmn to the
Soviet-Umon; the conflict between Italy, feebly aided by Spain,
on the one hand and England and France on the ofher, re-
%’dl.:ﬁ the Tangier question A prelude to all this had been
the Italo-Greek conflict and the landing of [talian troops at Corfiy,

Relief for Germany
Hertha Sturm: the Woman as Front Rank Fighter against
Starvation in Germany
Red Relief

EhrenfriedWagner The Suffering of the
Children of the German Barmicade Fighters

In the Colonies
1. B Autocracy in Palestine,

a measure which was in no way warranted by the murder
of General Tellim, but was probubly only part of a larger
concerted plan.

It has always been the personal conviction of Mussolim
(and in this Mussolimi approached more to the policy of the
~Comiere della Sera™ of the  Stampa™ and the adherents of
Nitti, than to great majority of the Fascisti, and in particular
of the nationalists who had subsequently entered the  Fascist
party), that Italy must not remain hynotised regarding the
question of Fiume and of Dalmatia, which rendered the creation
of military security in the Adnatic impossible, but that she
must obtain this security by means of concessions to Yugoslavia
and must acquire the libery of movement necessary for a large-
seale action in the Mediterranean, especially in its castern part.

The question of Dalmatia was already practically liquidated
from the moment, when the tdumph of the reactionary parties
in Yugoslavia and the suppression of the peasants’ movement
assured the Italian proprictors of the Dalmatian great landed
estates, that their nights were not to be curtailed in favour
of the Croat peasants. In Dalmatin there prevails a state of
affairs similar to that in the Baltic countries and in Galicia
1. ¢ a difference of nationality between the | who
mhlabrill lhehetowﬁyl‘r;st. a{ﬂg the mass of cn:x;'s “fldecullﬁateaﬂuw
soil In o ling's speech iv ot e after
the retum of the dymasty, 1t was amnounced that glrl;c Italian
owners of the great landed estates of Dalmatia were to be
exproprigted, that the Croat pessants were to be freed from
all feudal bonds and were to be granted portions of land
The situation has since entirely changed Already in the last
year the Italian troops evacuated the occupied zones of Dalmatia,
and nothing of a disastrous nature for the owners has taken
place, The newspaper campaign, fostered by the agrarians, has
completely ceased, and the recent treaty has settled the question
once for all.

The finther development of the new Italian foreign policy
will furnish an answer to the questions being raised at present
by @ portion of the press: Is the Italian-Yugoslavian agreement
directed more against France than against England? An ob-
jective examination of the situation and an acquaintance with
the opinions expressed by Mussolini during his carcer as a
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fascist  journalist, justifies us in predicting that, substantially,
ltah:m fore;gn policy will become more anti-English though
the appearance of the character of lm]J;Ll‘Ll.d.l.l
cn }—mnac and England. The fact must not be mﬁ,r]nnkec{
that the Fascist Parfy, as a pefty bourgeois nationalist mass,
exerts a continual  presswre  on  the government. The Fascist
would like to initiate a direct policv of complete independence
[rorn the hegemonic Powers which are at present contending
mst one another for world dominion, But it is clear that
e economic weakness of ltaly compels a compromise between
the making of mere affirmaions for the purpose of internal
propaganda  on the one hand and the real poliey on the other.
And therefore the adventurous and bluffing character of Fascist
foreign policy still continues.
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POLITICS

The Results of the Elections in Italy.

A First Impression.
ByG. Masci (Rome).

All partics declare themselves satisfied with the results of
the elections, because all partics up to the eve al' the pol]hrld
[had| no criterion, not cven an ive ith
to make forecasts, and all of them felt ﬂumsehvas to be crushed
by the Fascist temor. This statement tipifies the essential feature
of the Ralian situation which is characterized by the disorgzani-
zation of the masses, by the impossibility of holdine meetings
and bythe fechle circulstion of the papers openly m  oppasition
to  Fascism, The fird results known up to now (the defiinite
results, owing to the complication of the election law, will mly
be known by thel4th or 15th .&mli pemil us to daw
very important  comelusions  which are indispensible for und:r
mdlrng the general orientation  of the future political struggle
in Italy:

I. The constitutional opposition (Amendola. Bonomi) has
known that it has behind it a rapidly disappearing minority of
the public opinion. In Raly, even among large strata of the
working class, the legend had  arisen that the bourgeoisic itself,
through it progressive and radical wing, would camy out an
“anti-fuscig revolution™; the clections have destroyed this legend,
[thus] putting  before the Turati Reformists in & decisive and
emphatic manner  the question  of abandoning  the old political
therne of the block with the bourgeois left in favour of the
warkers' and peasant’ block.

2. The working class has revealed resistive forces exceeding
[all] expectations. At Milan, the combined votes of the three par-
ties  Communist, Maximali and  Reformi have, in 1924,

sed those which the  Socialist  Party polled in 15919, ie.
E:m the period of the highes 7 Y : the
["‘}000 votes it 1919 have grown to 66,000 in 1924. The working
class has proved in a magnificent manner its historical function
as] champion  in this sphere of opposition to  Fascism: the resulls
afr the elections dccl:rc that amlnst _Fascism no other opposition
18

ible than The C Party
the sole workers’ party which has scored am clectoral success:
[it] hld thirteen dwunec in the lag legislature, and it now has

The have sunk from 83 deputies (o

24], the Maximalists from 46 to 22, In the indusrial towns (except
[Mijlan the Communist Panty has polled more wvotes than lhe
maximalids, in some towns, espcculI} in llle South of l:i}'
[has] polled more votes than the Maxi and R
together. The indication is a clear one:  the revolutionary pro-
etaniat is reorganizing itself around the Communist Party and
abandoning the Maximalist Party which has the majomty
of its sympathisers among the rural wage-eamers.

3 The peasumt muasshas been disimtegrated by Fascism.
[It] has in alarge part forsaken the banner of the Party of the
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Popolari and has formed @ whole series of local political grou-
pings which presented themselves o the clections as opposition
M:mlhe?mlm”yﬁmlmﬁsmm{u!?

The electorial  law, llle ﬂﬂe appanius and hy
the Fascid organization, hu large  majorily
the government of Mussoling 4‘1&!454 wl@s for the "Nmm-l
list" and 39080 wvoles for the Fascist minority lis B, with the
total of 374 seats ot of 535 of which, however, oniy 260 are
officially members of the Fascist Panty, To what extent these
figures mﬁecl the real sate of mind of the population can be

judged by the following fuct: in all towns  with over 75,000 in-
b {except Bol ), the Nationalis s in  an  unquestioned
minority, as pared  with the combined votes of the opposition.

The smalle  the centers and the more the Fascist pressure s
able 1o control  the voles of the individual cilizens, the more
the woting became  plebiscites  right up to 100% for the National
list and for the lig B,

In any case, Fasclsm has obtained a victory, and the Mus-
solini government  has  been  strengthened by the  elections  both
as regards at home and  abroad, a  fact  which will have very
notable  consequences,  The new  Chamber will assume a  true
and  proper  character  of  a Faseist  Constituant - Assemby, this
means, that it will legalise Fascism by reforming  the National
Constitution  and by formally  abolishing  the  democratic  liberties
which have cessed to exist o fact. It is thercfore not improbable
(alresdy an  allusion in this regard was contained in  the pro-

speech of  Amendols) that the democratic opposition  will
ralse the demand for new elections, in order to convoke a true
and  proper  Constiluant Assembly  with lh: definite  task of
revising the Statutes, and by means of this slogan it will again
seck to create a good basis for a Left Bloc.

The Communist Parly which emerges politically  grengthened
from the clections, will therefore have @ well defined task  to
fulfil: #t must continue and intensify the campaign for the nm-
letarian ~ united fromt and for the workas' and peasnts’
vemment, to this ond taking advantage of the wﬂlmuﬂaw
tribune. The peasats who have been shattered by the clections
and who, in their great majority, have been compelled by means
of temror to vote for Fascism, will realize more continually that
from the present situation, the only way ouwt is by revolutionary
means. In the South of Italy, the Fascists have only by means
of unheard of acts of wviolence in  subordinating the
peasants masses on the election day. throughout this whole area
(which comprises one third of the temitory of Daly) the Com-
munist Paty formerly had not even one deputy. and now it
has three: one in Sicilis, one in Apulia wnd one i Campania
The cconomic situsion of these populations s & lemible one:
cmigralion has beem rendered impossible by the American im-
migration  laws, and the wrea of land under cultivation has for
this  harvest  been  decreased by the great land-owners. ‘The
Fascit teror can only for a short time prevent a wave of
revolts, as took place in the decades from 1860—1870 and from
1890—1900, The tree  Communists  clected  in  the South therefore
have historic significance  which  can surpass  all  expectations.
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The Situation in the Communist Party
of Italy.
By Gramsc: (Rome) .

condiions wider which the CP. of laly has to fght, are
memdv difficult. It has ln fight on two fronts against the
Fasaist terror and inst the roformist teror exercised by the
trade unions of the D'Aragona 1 The regime of terror has
considerably wmk-mdtlwpowm the Italian tradz wnions. The

themselves ohugod, :\I?'po sadmn of the masses. Al
the lat con I' uun Fadﬂunm o
mimed  that Trade 1 I'I!(I‘Il

edﬂ'mmmnmbvmmudtomeedmmlhmm
means that unludmnrm:&:uudemmoteywmlﬂ%

4 Every commumst must submut hes wall to that of his
Party, judge everythung from the standpoint of his Party.
(He must be a truly disaplined member of the Party, n the
highest sense of the word )

5 Every communisgt must be en internationalist.

We say that the CP.Of Maly fulfils the second condition,
lﬂ“":'grlb:(h&“

The CP. of ltaly lacks a

Mandst-Leninist  teaching.
In this lack we e the semains of the traditions of the
in ltaly, which avouded theorehcal
discoussions which might have aroused e iterest of the
und it lo their logieul i stale of
affiirs 15 ty regrettable, and i
to its i tanch inr to refor-

of ('
s0 riise the intellectual level of its they are able to
prasp the immediate and chsla.ut smls cr the revolutionary

The Party has succeeded in developing o I'eullr? disci-
plime in its ranks. But a lack of international s stil] obser-
vable in its relations to the Communist Intermational. The
. which thinks 1o cnmoble itself with the
designation of “Malian Leff” has crested a son of local patriotism
inconsstent  with the disapline of a world  organisstion. The

=

out of 15 million lalian workers to be
of the Social

wuﬁdmlmlhrbmul’lhlhmsdamtmms.
How 5 reformusim to be combutted and vet 2 split in the
trade uwmon movement to be avoided? We sce ome possibility
nuclel. Since the reformists

cnly  the organistion of factory
ppose  the off lutionary forces, it is the bsk
ef the liwlnry mn:lm unmlher-n|hfamwwwlasmwlh

5’

, und then the “Inner Factory Comumiftess™ or,
wheremwmtdﬂ.lofurm Committzes. These
last should be mass nmmsntw to developmg the
trade unioen and ipating i the general
struggles against capitalism nnd against the rmling regime,

In this respeet the Ialian communists are in s much more
difficult positon than the Russian Bdshmh before the  war,
for they have to hold their own simultanecusly against Fascist
reaction and against reformist reaction. But the more difficult
the situation, the fmer must be the t of the com-
factory nucle, both with regard to ideclogy and to

uga:usuhun
questions  there 15 no disapresment in the stand.
tmm Ildd !.nr e Cmnmnm Party of ltaly and the Comunnu

ui’
d lusively mlhl’nhﬂr-ﬁclﬁensahm
cf the lla]_ (\mlllnlﬂ Puty.

Comrade lvk.-mwlledl.pmlomkew’tmlh
work of the Enl Exccutive, has declined to do so, although
he agresd, @t the V. World Congress, to form one of the Executive

Cdu'l' “!’mmm-l}:lu attitude 1s the morer e
that in ol sdopted @ standpoint not
acufely an ishic to that of the Executive, hat even horrd

E

crealed by Borciga is simulir 1o that created by
comrade Servati afier the 1l Congress i Moscow, and that
stuation led to the epulam of the Maximalists from the Com-
nneist Infermational

The greatest weakness of the Panty Im however in its love
for the mevolutionary phrase so offen s by Lenin If
this does not mﬂ«dsnln [llclﬂulm.mlhc

elements grouping around him  The extremism
Bordign is Ihe rf_-mlt ot‘tlu: spectal conditions of life ohlmu
among the ltalian working class. But the Italian working eim
fm'ms only a minonty of the working Dﬂnuhﬂun It s concen-
trated for the most part to one pan of the country. Under these
circunstances their Party flls awsily andar the influence of those
middle strata who are capable to a certain extent of steering the
waorkers into a course actually oppesed to their interests. On the
nlhefhm'limeslmnummﬂwhchl up o the time of
Leghorn Congress was  caleulsted o develop Bordiga's
ldmImy
Lenin, m his “]nﬁrﬂ!c Discascs of  “Radicalism’ in Com-
munism”, defines this in the ing

'111 wmﬂmeua Turatl and o
.mm mamtﬂiybeum

is less 1148 ble that le Bordiga

to that of Troteky himself It is to be regretted that 4
Bordign would not take part in the discussion on the Trotzky
question; lfhehldgomloMumef this . he would
have had the opportunity of hearing the views proclamations
of the Exscutive and mniplmms of the Parties, and could at
the same time have expressed his own views

The Commission which should have dlsctssed this qmmon
with comrade Bordiga has continued o pursne &:h
the Party must pursue if the Bolshevist ldun is to hdp.d tc
victory, [t has examined the general conditions
Conmmunist Party of ltal with reference to rhe l'm
characteristics demmd«i of every really revolutionary
Comummuust Paty. These five points we as (ollows

I.mmmmhlmrFM'mnv

2. Every mmnllnmhkehs#mmlheﬁaimh
of prol=tanan action

3. Every  commumst sbhor  mere  revolutionary
;huaso;l:?y hcnuwbeall:mhmcamm-ryaﬂ

Are there still other tendencies in the O ist Party of
Italy? What is their nature, and what dangers do they represent?
An examination into the inner sitwation i the Paty  convinees
us that it has not yet aftnined that degree of mclut.mnry
mutity charactenistic ‘of a really Bolshevist Puny, unid m

has not even 1 as yet in a_whala
VAR ous of which il is composed. The C‘I’ oI' Ttaly h!s
been out of three groups.
L padi v fiction (frctk bstaining
‘-w “Ordine Nuove™ (“New Order™) and of
i ow
the "Avuﬂl% Turin.
'l was
before 1l but it omqnai itself :ﬁ, with

ll! lme! Ill’e of Ihe

party, WIIMI possessing  the
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The “Ordine Nuove” group formed an actual fraction in the
province of Piedmont. If developed its action among the masses,
and showed itself capable of establishing a close connection
between the inner problems of the Party and the demands of
the Piedmontese proletariat,

The overwhelming majority 01' the members of the CP. of
Italy are elements which re Lin the (o t International
after the Leghorn Congress, headed by numerous of the old
leading comrades of the Socialist party: Genmari, Marabini,
Bombacci, Misiano, Salvadore, Graziadei etc.

Without a full comprehension of the various elements com-
posing the CP. of Italy it is impossible o understand either its
crises or its present situation.

The situation was made worse last year by the affiliation of
the *Fraction of the IT1. International® of the *Maximalist Party"
to us. This “Fraction of the III. International™ formerly carried
on bitter personal and sectarian struggles within the Maximalist
party, it deals with the fundamental cuestions of policy and
organisation as being of secondary importance.

For instance there 15 a Graziadei guestion, We have to
combat the deviations spread abroad in his last book. It would
be wrong to assert that comrade Graziadei is a political danger,
and thal his revisionist conception of Marxism could generate
an ideological current. But his reforism might contribute fo
strengthen the Right tendencies still concealed in the Party.

The affiliation of the “Fraction of the III. International™, which
has retained its Maximalist character to a great degree. might
even afford the Right tendencies a certain organisatory basis.

It must be gramted in general that a Right danger is probable
in our Party. The masses, disappointed by the failures of the
“gonstitutional opposition”™ (of the Socialists and bourgeois),
have streamed into our Parly and strengthened it, but not to
the extent to which they have streamed to Fawram, which has
succeeded in establishing itself. In this situation a Right wing
might easily come into existence if it does not exist already
which, despairing of being able to overthrow the Fascist regime
Iapldlv enough, adopts a policy of passivity which would make
it possible for the bowgeoisie to exploit the proletanat for anti-
Fascist election manceuvres. In any case, the Party must recog-
nise that the it danger is a probﬂbﬂm and must first meet
this danger by ideological influence; later, ir necessary, with the
aid of %l[)]l]!ary meastres.

The danger from the Right is merely probable, whilst that
from the Left is obvious. This Left danger forms an obstacle to
the development of the Party. It must therefore be combatted by

propaganda and by pelitical action. The action laken by the
“Extrem Left” threatens the unity of our organisation, for it
strives  to form a party within the Party, and to replace Party
discipline by fraction discipline. We have not the slightest wish
to break with comrade Bordiga and those who call themselves
his friends. Nor do we seek to alter the fundaments of the
Party as created at the Leghorn Congress and confirmed at the
Rome Congress. What we must demand 15 that owr Party does
not content itself with a mechanical affiliation to the Communist
International, but actually appropriates the principles and disci-
pline of the Comintern. But in actual fact 90 % of our Parly
members, if not more, have today no knowledge whatever of the
methods of organisation upon which our relations to the Inter-
national are based. We believe that we shall armive at an under-
standing wih Comrade Bordiga, and we trust that he believes
this a well, and as desirous of it as we are,

The CP. of Italy will hold its Conference shortly. In the
discussion preceding the Party Conference we shall have to deal
with the present political situation and the tasks of the Party
in Italy. Since the last parliamentary elections the CP. of Italy has
been carrying on energetic political work, participated in by
most of its members Thanks to this work, the Party has tripled its
membership. Our Party has shown much energy and realisation
of actualities in preaching the problem of revolution in Italy as
the problem of the alliance between the workers and the
peasantry. In short, the CP. of ltaly has become an important
factor in the political life of the country.

In the course of the above mentioned work a certain unifi-
cation of character, a homogeneity has been developed within
the Party. This homngcmmly one of the most important results
of our Belshevisation, must be firmly and finally established by
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our Party Conference. We shall discuss the international situation
and the proportions of social forces in [Ialy, concentraling our
efforts upen the two following points; The develpment of our
Party, which must be such as to render the Party capable of
leading the proletanat to victory (the problem of Bolshevisation),
and the political cation which must be carried on for the pur-
pose of gathering together all anti-capitalist forces and esta-
blishing a workers™ state. To this end it is necessary to shudy the
conditions in ltaly with the utmost exactitude, so that the revo-
lutionary alliance between the proletariat and the peasantry may
be established, and the hegemony of the proletanats  thus
secured.
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